EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
27 FEBRUARY 2022

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a community on the move,
discovering Christ together on the journey of faith.
We see Christianity as a path to be walked together—learning, serving, praying,
sharing, and growing alongside sisters and brothers. As we live and practice our
faith, we not only encounter a new community; we also find the presence of God.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if
you have been here before and would like to know
more about our community, please fill out a
connection card. You can scan this QR code to
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering
basket or give it to one of the ushers.
We are glad you are here this morning—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Reader: Marc de Chassey
Prayer leader: Dirk Lange
Ushers: Aleida Auld, Monika Herder
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Offering counters: Ralston Deffenbaugh, Ngoni Hove
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer

The Last Sunday after Epiphany + 27 February 2022
Transfiguration Sunday
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Belgium, Luxembourg, Netherlands

Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Opening Words
We gather not in some troubling, fearful cloud.
We hear no definitive heavenly voice.
We see no garments in dazzling white,
bright with the glory of God.
Yet, in Christ, we belong to the story of transfigured lives,
our bodies becoming temples of praise,
our spirits dancing to the melodies of love,
our voices singing as if we are on a mountain high.

Hymn

O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Fair

Call to Prayer
Prayer of Confession
We need to see you clearly, Christ Jesus,
with so many imposters who would claim your glory
or subvert your will.
When we are tempted to re-draw you
in the image of what we want you to be,
rather than listen carefully to what you say,
forgive us.
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Sung Response

I stand before you empty handed, Lord

When we confuse glitz for glory
and prosperity for blessing,
remind us that the meek inherit the earth,
and the rich are sent empty away.
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verse 1

The law of love often becomes difficult and wearing.
The prophecy of justice keeps getting derailed by the powerful.
A fog full of fear and frustration deafens your words
and hides your cross.
Restore in us a vision true to you,
so that in our community, your glory is revealed for all to see,
unveiled in our serving,
shining as we give ourselves away, becoming light,
praising with our lives, your name, your way.
Sung Response

I stand before you empty handed, Lord

verse 2

I stand before you empty handed, Lord

verse 3

Words of Grace
Sung Response

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Old Testament Reading

Exodus 34:29-35

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the
mountain with the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses
did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been
talking with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the
skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him.
But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the
congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them.
Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in
commandment all that the LORD had spoken with him on Mount
Sinai. When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil
on his face; but whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak
with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he
came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, the
Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was
shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he
went in to speak with him.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 99
The LORD is ruler; let the peoples tremble!
God sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!
The LORD is great in Zion; God is exalted over all the peoples.
Let them praise your great and awesome name. Holy is God!
Mighty Ruler, lover of justice, you have established equity;
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.
Extol the LORD our God;
worship at God’s footstool. Holy is God!
Moses and Aaron were among God’s priests,
Samuel also was among those who called on God’s name.
They cried to the LORD, and God answered them.
God spoke to them in the pillar of cloud;
they kept God’s decrees, and the statutes that God gave them.
O LORD our God, you answered them;
you were a forgiving God to them,
but an avenger of their wrongdoings.
Extol the LORD our God, and worship at God’s holy mountain;
for the LORD our God is holy.
Epistle Reading

2 Corinthians 3:17—4:2

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there
is freedom. And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the
Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the
same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from
the Lord, the Spirit. Therefore, since it is by God's mercy that we
are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. We have
renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice
cunning or to falsify God's word; but by the open statement of the
truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the
sight of God.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia

Seinn alleluia

Gospel Reading Luke 9:28-36
The Gospel according to Luke chapter 9.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter
and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. And
while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his
clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses
and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were
speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at
Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were weighed down
with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and
the two men who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him,
Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make
three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah" -not knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came
and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the
cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said, "This is my Son,
my Chosen; listen to him!" When the voice had spoken, Jesus was
found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any
of the things they had seen.
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
Sermon

Rev. Andy Willis
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Hymn

Love divine, all loves excelling

Reception of New Members
Introduction
Prayer
Renunciation of Evil
I ask you to reject sin, profess your faith in Christ,
and confess the faith of the church.
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Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.
Do your renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.
The Apostles’ Creed
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Welcome
Welcoming Song

Seinn alleluia
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Prayers of Intercession
God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Passing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Gathering of Gifts

God heeft het eerste word
Choir
God has the first word
lyrics by Jan Witt, music by Gerard Kremer, arrangement by Regine Kummer
God heeft het eerste woord.
Hij heeft in den beginne,
het licht doen overwinnen,
Hij spreekt nog altijd voort.

God has the first word.
He has in the beginning,
made the light conquer,
He still speaks on.

God heeft het eerste woord.
Voor wij ter wereld kwamen,
riep Hij ons reeds bij name,
zijn roep wordt nog gehoord.

God has the first word.
Before we came into the world,
He already called us by name,
his cry is still heard.

God heeft het laatste woord.
Wat Hij van oudsher zeide,
wordt aan het eind der tijden,
in heel zijn rijk gehoord.

God has the last word.
What He said of old,
will be at the end of time,
heard throughout his kingdom.

God staat aan het begin
en Hij komt aan het einde.
Zijn woord is van het zijnde,
oorsprong en doel en zin.

God is at the beginning
and He comes at the end.
His word is of being,
origin and purpose and meaning.

9

Offertory Hymn

We who once were dead

Prayer of Thanksgiving
God, over all, in all, through all,
thundering across the sky like clouds in a storm,
lighting up the mountain peaks with the rising sun,
we praise your name and exult in your presence.
You are the source of justice,
breathing into each person your spirit,
forming each one in your image,
worthy to be held in your arms.
You are the holy One, making us holy.
We thank you for all who listen to your voice,
who turn to serve your Chosen,
who keep your decrees and attend to your word,
who call upon your name.
Through them we hear you speak.
Through their lives, we see how to live.
With them, we become the body of your Beloved,
worshipping you when in the mountains you have made,
or on the slope of the Bourg-de-Four hill,
seeking to do the will of Jesus Christ,
your Beloved, now and ever. Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements and Welcoming Visitors
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Closing Song

Shine, Jesus shine
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Weekly Worship – Up to 50 Each Sunday
At the moment, the sanctuary can accommodate up to 50 people at a time, and
masks must be worn at all times in the building (age 8 and over). Covid passes
are no longer required. Please be sure to sign up for worship when you’re
intending to come. You can sign up by visiting our website
[https://genevalutheran.church] and clicking on “Worship Options.
If you sign up and then realize you won’t make it to church, please remove your name
from the list by 9h00 Sunday to make room for others to attend.

Ash Wednesday Worship Service – 2 March, 19h00
The season of Lent begins this week with Ash Wednesday. The liturgy for this
day is somber and reflective, an invitation into a season of prayer and fasting,
and our service will include the imposition of ashes. It’s a rich and meaningful
worship experience, and you’re warmly welcome to join.

Lent Study – Embracing Justice
This Lent, groups will meet weekly to discuss the new book Embracing Justice,
by Isabelle Hamley. The book examines various biblical portrayals of justice
and invites us to imagine how we, as churches, communities and individual
Christians, can seek and practice justice even when enmeshed in a fractured
world. While it’s no longer possible to order a book through the church, you’re
still welcome to order a book on your own and join the study. If you'd like to
participate, please contact Andy Willis this week.

World Day of Prayer Service – 4 March at the Ecumenical Center
The World Day of Prayer is an ecumenical prayer movement led by women
around the world. This year’s program is led by the WDP group from England,
Wales, and Northern Ireland and is focused on the theme “I know the plans I
have for you” (Jermiah 29). A worship service will take place at the
Ecumenical Center (Route des Morillons 1, Grand Saconnex) on Friday 4
March at 16h00. All are welcome to attend!

Sign Up to Assist in Leading Worship
A number of volunteers are needed in our worship service each week—reading
scripture, leading prayers, welcoming worshippers, preparing and serving
Communion. How might you serve in an upcoming worship service? You can
sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the
church office with any questions.
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Online Prayer Service for Ukraine – 2 March, 1700
As a sign of global solidarity with the people and churches of Ukraine, the
Conference of European Churches, the Lutheran World Federation, the World
Communion of Reformed Churches, and the World Methodist Council issue
an invitation to an online prayer service for Ukraine on Ash Wednesday –
March 2 at 17:00 CET. The prayer will include listening to voices from
Ukraine. To join the prayer service, register by clicking this link:
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_d04eX7l4S_WEmFBXIV17wQ

Data Privacy Notice
A major revision of the Swiss Federal Act on Data Protection, which is the key
legal instrument regulating data protection in Switzerland, is expected to come
into force in the course of 2022. Our congregation being an association under
Swiss law, it is subject to the Federal Act. During the past year, the
Congregation Council, working with Pastor Andy and our Webmaster Ray
Woodcock, has been preparing a data privacy framework that aims to reflect
the revised Federal Act. Our framework comprises the Data Privacy Notice, a
series of consent forms, as well as detailed internal guidance for the Church
Office on such questions as data safeguarding and retention periods. The
principal focus of the consent forms is on photography and audio-visual
recordings. You will find the Data Privacy Notice at:
https://genevalutheran.church/data-privacy/
Please do not hesitate to submit any questions you may have to the Church
Office.

Congregation Member Looking for Accomodation in June/July
Laurel Borisenko will be leaving Geneva and returning to Canada permanently
during the summer. She must give up her flat and is looking for occasional
accommodation during June and July (approximate dates in Geneva: June 48th, June 21-24th, July 18-21/or 22-27). She is looking for temporary
accommodation (plus bike storage) for those dates- either house-sitting or if
anyone has a spare second bedroom. Any suggestions? Please contact her at
078 311 2525 or laurelemail@yahoo.com

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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Attestation for Swiss Taxes
Contribution statements for 2021 have been mailed. If you need an attestation
for filing Swiss taxes and did not receive one, please contact Donna in the
office.
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This Week’s Schedule:
Tues, 1 March
Wed, 2 March
Thurs, 3 March
Friday, 4 March
Sunday, 6 March

19h00
19h00
12h00
19h30
16h00

Congregation Council meeting
Ash Wednesday worship service
Centering Prayer*
Choir practice
World Day of Prayer service at the
Ecumenical Center
10h00 Church school*
11h00 Worship on the First Sunday in Lent

* denotes online-only activities

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account.
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the

connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions
you might have about our congregation.
ELCG Connection Card
Name
Phone
Email
Comments
New to Geneva? Y/N

Date
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