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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 

 

 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 

WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00 

13 FEBRUARY 2022  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 

We are a congregation where music, liturgy, and prayer  
reflect the richness of the global church. 

We gather each week for worship that is both firmly rooted in the ancient forms 

and traditions of Christian liturgy and attuned to contemporary concerns. We 

encounter the good news of Jesus in scripture, in song, in the sacraments, and in 
the gathered community. The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle shapes our weekly 

worship, leading us to pray for and sing songs from different parts of the world. 
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 

 

 

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 

you have been here before and would like to know 

more about our community, please fill out a 

connection card. You can scan this QR code to 

submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 

basket or give it to one of the ushers.  

 
We are glad you are here this morning—welcome! 

 

 

 

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:  

Reader: Miriam Deffenbaugh 

Prayer leader: Ralston Deffenbaugh 

Ushers: Laurel Borisenko, Hiromi Yano 

Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation 

Offering counters: Ngoni Hove, Tom Taylor 

Videography: Ray Woodcock 

 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        

www.genevalutheran.ch  
 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    

Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 
 

 

  Sixth Sunday after Epiphany + 13 February 2022 

 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Austria, Liechtenstein, Switzerland 

 

 

 

   

Welcome   
 

Prelude     Regine Kummer    
 

Opening Words  
 

We come to hear of Jesus Christ 

and also to hear him, 

reaching into our troubles and those of our world, 

healing our spirits too often in need of reawakening,  

delivering us from the wounds  

that easily take control, 

touching our bodies and minds 

so we might dream beyond what is. 

We come together with others,  

the curious, the hurt, the hopeful, 

with disciples discovering how Jesus looks at us,  

looks after us, 

releasing us from the indices of status and gain, 

rolling away the tombstones that hold us bound, 

so we might live our lives arisen with Christ, 

and be carried from despair to blazing joy. 
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Hymn                          We know that Christ is raised 
 

 
  

Call to Prayer 
 

Prayer 
 

God, whose wealth is revealed among the poor, 
who weeps with those who weep, 

who struggles alongside the hard-pressed, 

whose joy is found not in the midst of accumulation  

but in the sharing, the supporting,  

the lifting up of those considered small and weak, 
forgive us when we use riches as the measure of worth, 

when we trust what we have as our bulwark against loss and grief, 

when we lose ourselves in getting ahead of others,  

rather than in loving them. 
 

Save us from the endless desires that allow no satisfaction, 

the wanting that blesses only those profiting from our wants, 

the coveting that becomes increasingly devious and perverse  

in its ability to control. 
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Turn us so we follow your Beloved, Jesus Christ, 

putting all our will, our strength, our mind in service to his good news, 

finding in following his way life. 

 

Kyrie 
 

 
 

Words of Grace 
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Gloria                       Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 17:5-10 
 

Thus says the LORD:  

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals  

and make mere flesh their strength,  

 whose hearts turn away from the LORD.   
They shall be like a shrub in the desert,  

 and shall not see when relief comes.  

They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,  

 in an uninhabited salt land.   
 

Blessed are those who trust in the LORD,  
 whose trust is the LORD.   

They shall be like a tree planted by water,  

 sending out its roots by the stream.  

It shall not fear when heat comes,  

 and its leaves shall stay green;  
in the year of drought it is not anxious,  
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 and it does not cease to bear fruit.   
 

The heart is devious above all else;  

 it is perverse—who can understand it?   

I the LORD test the mind  
 and search the heart,  

to give to all according to their ways,  

 according to the fruit of their doings. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 1  
  

Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked,  

or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers; 

but their delight is in the law of the LORD,  
and on God’s law they meditate day and night. 

They are like trees planted by streams of water,  

which yield their fruit in its season,  

and their leaves do not wither.  
In all that they do, they prosper. 

The wicked are not so,  

but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,  
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 

for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,  

but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 

Epistle Reading   1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some 

of you say there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no 

resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; and if 

Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain 

and your faith has been in vain. We are even found to be 
misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised 

Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not 

raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 

If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in 
your sins. Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. If 

for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most 
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to be pitied. But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first 

fruits of those who have died. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia 

 
 

Gospel Reading  Luke 6:17-26 
 

The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 6. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus] came down with them and stood on a level place, with a 

great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all 

Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had come 

to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were 
troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were 

trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of 

them. Then he looked up at his disciples and said:  

"Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.   

"Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.  
"Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.   

"Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, 

revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man.  Rejoice 

in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in 

heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.   
"But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your 

consolation.   

"Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry.  

"Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep.   
"Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their 

ancestors did to the false prophets." 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Alleluia 
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Sermon  Rev. Andy Willis 
 

Hymn                        Blessed are the poor in spirit 
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   

He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
     

God in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Passing the Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Gathering of Gifts                       Heureux Choir 
Psalm 1 from the Geneva Psaltar 

Clement Marot, adapted by Roger Chapal, 1970 

Melody Strasbourg 1539, harmonized by Claude Goudimel, Geneva 1551 
 

Heureux celui dont la plus grande joie est nuit et jour de méditer ta loi.  

Il ne suit pas le conseil des rebelles, il ne fait pas route avec l’infidèle,  

il ne vient pas s’asseoir chez les moqueurs,  
mais devant toi est simple dans son cœur.  

 

2. Il est pareil à l’arbre au bord de l’eau,  
Dieu est pour lui fraîcheur et renouveau.  

L’été brûlant laisse ses feuilles vertes,  

des plus beaux fruits ses branches sont couvertes;  

chaque printemps il s’éveille et fleurit, au long des jours il s’étend et grandit.  
 

3. Comme la paille emportée par le vent, ainsi l’injuste au jour du jugement  

sera banni du peuple des fidèles, de ceux qu’anime une joie éternelle.  
Seigneur, qui vois nos cœurs et nos chemins,  

je me perdrai si tu ne tiens ma main.  

 
1. Happy is the one whose greatest joy  

by night and day is to meditate on your law.  

This one does not follow the advice of the rebels, nor travel with the infidel,  

nor come to sit at the mockers' house, but before you is simple in his heart.  
 

2. This one is like the tree at the water's edge,  

God makes this tree fresh and renewed.  
The scorching summer leaves its leaves green,  

and its branches are covered with the most beautiful fruits;  

every spring it awakens and flowers,  
throughout the length of its days it extends and grows.  
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3. Like straw carried away by the wind,  

thus are the unjust on the day of judgment, 

who will be banished from the company of the faithful,  
of those animated by eternal joy.  

Lord, who sees our hearts and our ways,  

I will become lost if you don't hold my hand. 
 

Offertory Hymn  Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
 

 
    

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Indeed, we are happy following your way, gracious God, 

delighting in what is good and right, 

attentive to your word instructing us even from of old, 

to your Spirit teaching us from within. 
Plant us firmly in the streams of your love, 

so that even when courage fails, we do not wither, 

and when the winds blow, we bend but do not snap. 
 

Regardless of what we face, strengthen us, 
so we yield the fruits of patience and kindness, humility and joy, 

supported by your Spirit 

and by the community that nourishes us. 
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Encourage us in what matters, 

so that our lives do not become only chaff, 

blown to the wind, 

unable to stand in the judgment. 
 

We thank you for watching over us, 

as if you were a mother holding us, 

a father lifting us high so we could see the world new, 

rejoicing in learning, 

content to be blessed  

by the presence of your Beloved, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer  In our many languages 
   

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Song                     Signs and wonders lead the dancing 
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Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction  
 

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors 
 

Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Closing Song                        Lumière de Dieu 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Weekly Worship – Up to 50 Each Sunday, Covid Pass Required 
At the moment, the sanctuary can accommodate up to 50 people at a time. A 

Covid pass is required for each person attending (age 16 and over), and masks 
must be worn at all times in the building (age 8 and over). 
 

Please be sure to sign up for worship when you’re intending to come. You can 
sign up by visiting our website and clicking on “Worship Options”:  

https://genevalutheran.church 
 

If you sign up and then realize you won’t make it to church, please remove your name 
from the list by 9h00 Sunday to make room for others to attend. 

 

Interested in Joining the English-Speaking Congregation? 
Membership in our congregation is simple, a way of claiming this as your 
home church in Geneva for however long you are here. You can still retain 
membership in a church in your home country if you wish. 
 

If you’d like to learn more about joining the congregation as a member, please 
contact the church office or Andy Willis soon. We plan to receive new 
members in February and will hold for an orientation session in the coming 

weeks. 
 

Sign Up Now for Lent Study – Embracing Justice 

The season of Lent begins on 2 March this year, and for the six weeks of the 
season, groups will meet weekly to discuss the new book "Embracing Justice," 
by Isabelle Hamley. The book examines various biblical portrayals of justice 
and invites us to imagine how we, as churches, communities and individual 

Christians, can seek and practice justice even when enmeshed in a fractured 

world. 
 

Copies of the book can be ordered through the church if you wish (or you can 

order an e-book or hard copy on your own). If you'd like to participate in the 
study, please sign up soon using this online form: 

https://forms.gle/vxkdt7ReKynNSQVC9 
 

Sign Up to Assist in Leading Worship 
A number of volunteers are needed in our worship service each week—reading 
scripture, leading prayers, welcoming worshippers, preparing and serving 
Communion. How might you serve in an upcoming worship service? You can 

sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the 
church office with any questions. 
 

https://forms.gle/vxkdt7ReKynNSQVC9
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Worship Committee – Looking for Help with Visual Arts and Design 
The worship committee will meet on Friday, 18 February at noon at the 
church. We will be shaping the flow of Lent and Holy Week, and you are 
welcome to join. We are particularly in need some folk who might have some 

skills with visual arts and design. If that sounds too high-falutin' for you, then 

we are also going to need some gophers and those who can help with 
rehearsals. In the midst of all the serious planning, we tend to laugh a lot, so 
don't be shy about coming. 
 

No Choir Rehearsal or Centering Prayer this Thursday, 17 February  
Due to the school break this week, there will be no choir practice or Centering 
Prayer meeting this Thursday, 17 February. Both regular activities will resume 

on 24 February. 

 
Thank You for Your Generosity 
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our 
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of 
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to 

our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Friday, 18 Feb. 12h00 Worship committee meeting 

Sunday, 20 Feb. 10h00 Church school* 
     11h00 Worship on the Seventh Sunday after  
       Epiphany 

  

* denotes online-only activities 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and 

visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in 

cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars 

made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo 
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the 
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account. 
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below: 
 

Credit Suisse 

CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251) 

Account Number  226749-71 

Clearing Number  4835 

IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0 

BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A 

PostFinance 

The English-Speaking Congregation of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 

Geneva 

Account Number 12-9677-6 

IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 

BIC POFICHBEXXX 

 

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 

"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the 

connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or 
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions 
you might have about our congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      

 Phone       

 Email       

 Comments        

       

 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


