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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 

We are followers of Jesus, seeking God’s justice, peace, and grace in 
personal and common witness. 

Our hope each Sunday is to go out of God’s house with good courage into our 

diverse jobs and obligations—with family, civil society, government, business and 

education. We pray for the peace and well-being of all peoples. The Gospel calls us 
wherever we are to use our time and talents for others and for the common good. 

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 

 

 

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 

you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 

connection card. You can scan this QR code to 

submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 

the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers.  

 
We are glad you are here this morning—welcome! 

 

 
 

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:  

Reader: Clare Duran 

Prayer leader: Judy Sarriot 

Ushers: Elisabeth Benn 

Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation  

Offering counters: Elisabeth Benn 

Videography: Ray Woodcock 

 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        

www.genevalutheran.ch  
 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    

Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 
 
 

 Baptism of Our Lord + 9 January 2022 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Iran, Iraq, Syria 
 
 

 

Welcome   
 

Prelude                                 Voluntary on JILL Terry MacArthur    
JILL is the tune name for the opening hymn 

 

Opening Words  
 

The voice of God speaks through ancient words: 

"Do not fear, for I have redeemed you." 

The voice of God splashes like water in a font: 

"I have called you by name, you are mine." 

The voice of the Spirit is mysterious, like a descending dove: 

"You are my Son, the Beloved, and with you I am well pleased." 

The voice of Christ sings in the midst of our community: 
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The voice of God calls us from the North and the South,  

from the East and the West, to gather as God's people, 

ascribing to God glory and strength, worshipping God in holy splendor. 

The voice of God summons us: 
"Come, beloved of the Maker, come, behold the Firstborn One." 

 

Hymn                         Come, beloved of the Maker 
Susan Palo Cherwien, a writer of many hymn texts, died on Dec 28. 
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Psalm 29    
 

Ascribe to God, O heavenly beings,  

ascribe to God glory and strength.  

Ascribe to God the glory of God’s name;   

worship God in holy splendor. 

The voice of God is over the waters;  

the God of glory thunders, God over mighty waters. 

The voice of God is powerful;  

the voice of God is full of majesty. 

The voice of God breaks the cedars;  

God breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 

God makes Lebanon skip like a calf,  

and Sirion like a young wild ox. 

The voice of God flashes forth flames of fire. 

The voice of God shakes the wilderness;  
God shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

The voice of God causes the oaks to whirl,  

and strips the forest bare;  

and in God’s temple all say, "Glory!" 
Glory! 

God sits enthroned over the flood;  

God sits enthroned as ruler forever. 

May God give strength to the people!  
May God bless the people with peace!  

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism   with Isaiah 43:1-7   
 

Isaiah 43:1 

But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who 
formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have 

called you by name, you are mine.   
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Prayer 

Creating God, forming us in your image, 

breathing into us the life of your Spirit, 

we give you thanks that you have not left us nameless, 
without identity or community. 

You have called us, claimed us,  

washed us free, so we might be blameless in your sight. 

Redeem us from all bondage,  

so we might not fear, but trust in your mercy. 

Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
 

Isaiah 43:2-4 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through 
the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through 

fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.  

For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.  
Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I 

give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life.   
 

Prayer 

Holy one,  

yet with us even in the deeps, 
dwelling with us as one of us, 

water running over your face  

just as it runs over ours, 

washing you into our life,  
even as we are washed into your dying, your rising, 

become precious in our sight, 

so we never forget that you love us,  

that you give us honor regardless of our earthly status or wealth. 

Guard us from being overwhelmed, consumed, burnt. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 

Isaiah 43:5-7 

Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the 

east, and from the west I will gather you; I will say to the north, 
"Give them up," and to the south, "Do not withhold; bring my sons 

from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth, everyone 

who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I 

formed and made." 
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Prayer 

Lifegiving Spirit, 

we thank you that in these waters  

you make us God's sons and daughters, 
becoming sisters and brothers in Christ. 

Reform us so all that we are shows your glory, 

and all that we do becomes a sign that we are your people, 

welcoming those from east and west, 

rejoicing in the gifts of north and south, 

becoming the body of Christ, bold, hopeful, stunningly alive. 

For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise                Children of the light 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Alleluia 
 

 
 

Gospel Reading   Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 

The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 3. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning 

in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 
John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but 

one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie 

the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 

and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will 

burn with unquenchable fire."   
 

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had 

been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the 

Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a 

voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 
am well pleased." 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Alleluia 
 

Sermon  Rev. Andy Willis 
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Hymn                            I bind unto myself today 
                      

 
 

Apostles’ Creed   interspersed with words from “St. Patrick's Breastplate” 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I bind unto myself today the virtues of the starlit heaven,  

I bind myself 
 

the glorious sun’s life-giving ray,  

I bind myself 
 

the whiteness of the moon at even,  
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I bind myself 
 

the flashing of the lightning free,  

I bind myself 
 

the whirling wind’s tempestuous shocks,  

I bind myself 
 

the stable earth, the deep salt sea, around the old eternal rocks.  

I bind myself. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 

 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 
born of the virgin Mary, 

 
 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
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He descended to the dead.   
 

 
On the third day he rose again. 

 

 
 

He ascended into heaven.  

He is seated at the right hand of the Father  

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints,  
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the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
 

Prayers of Intercession     
 

God in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Passing the Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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Offering                                O blessed spring 
 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

We praise you for your glory, merciful God, 

the glory as in a baby's smiling face, 
the glory in a cup of cold water given to the least. 

We praise you for your strength, 

the strength gracious enough it can forgive,  

assured enough that it gives place to the poor and humble, 

confident enough that it endures even death. 
With the heavenly beings, we ascribe to you glory and strength, 

worshipping you in holy splendor. 

We praise you for your voice, 
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resounding, thundering, majestic,  

breaking asunder the lies of the powerful, 

singing salvation songs to the burdened and oppressed. 
Set us free to dance  

as if we were a calf fresh from the barn enjoying the field. 

Fire in us new life so we shine as if we were stars alive in the dark night. 
 

Give us your strength  
so that our voices might be filled with your glory, 

our songs filled with your glory, 

our homes filled with your glory, 

our lives filled with your glory. 
 

Strip us bare of what does not serve you or those you love. 

Wash away all that is false or hurtful or vain. 

Flood over the fear that dams up love. 
Give us your Spirit,  

so that the light of your glory might not wane in our lives, 

but be constantly renewed in the gift of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, 

who blesses us with peace passing all understanding, 

as we join the saints of every time and place in saying, "Glory!"  

Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  In our many languages 
   

Our Father in heaven,  

 hallowed be your name,  

 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

 as we forgive those who sin against us.   

Save us from the time of trial  

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours,  

 now and forever. Amen. 
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Song                                          Chon rizad 
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Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction  
  

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors 
 

Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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Closing Song                      Wade in the water 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Weekly Worship – Up to 50 Each Sunday, Covid Pass Required 
At the moment, the sanctuary can accommodate up to 50 people at a time. A 

Covid pass is required for each person attending (age 16 and over), and masks 
must be worn at all times in the building (age 8 and over). 
 

Please be sure to sign up for worship when you're intending to come. You can 
sign up by visiting our website and clicking on “Worship Options”:  

https://genevalutheran.church 
 

If you sign up and then realize you won’t make it to church, please remove your name 
from the list by 9h00 Sunday to make room for others to attend. 

 

Sign Up to Assist in Leading Worship 
A number of volunteers are needed in our worship service each week—reading 
scripture, leading prayers, welcoming worshippers, preparing and serving 
Communion. How might you serve in an upcoming worship service? You can 

sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the 
church office with any questions.  
 

Soup Kitchen still needs sandwich makers for 11 January 
People are getting hungrier and colder these days. We still need three persons 
to make 20 sandwiches delivered between 8:30 and 10:00 at the Jardin de 

Montbrillant on Tuesday 11 January (and if we have a person or family on 
standby, that would give us some insurance if some other volunteers are 
suddenly quarantined). If you can help out, please contact Elisabeth Benn: 

chriselis_benn@bluewin.ch    
 

Choir Will Resume this Week 
Choir rehearsals will resume this Thursday, 13 January, at 19h30. Everyone 
who enjoys singing is welcome to join—no previous experience necessary! 
Please note that masks will be required. Come and sing!  
 

To help Regine know how to plan, please indicate which rehearsals and 
worship services you will participate in by signing up here: 

https://signup.zone/mJbtE3dPymSwuQbNJ. 
 

  

https://signup.zone/mJbtE3dPymSwuQbNJ
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Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00 

The online Centering Prayer group meets via Zoom on Thursdays at 12h00. 
Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012 
 

Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group 
setting. More details about Centering Prayer are here: 
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/ 
 

Thank You for Your Generosity 
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our 
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of 
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to 

our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cover image:  
Baptisterium in Riva San Vitale, 5th century 

The oldest Christian building in Switzerland, located in Ticino 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Thursday, 13 Jan. 12h00 Centering Prayer* 

     19h30 Choir practice  
Sunday, 16 Jan. 10h00 Church school* 
     11h00 Worship on the Second Sunday after  
       the Epiphany 

  

* denotes online-only activities 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and 

visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in 

cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars 
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo 
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the 
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account. 
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below: 
 

Credit Suisse 

CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251) 

Account Number  226749-71 

Clearing Number  4835 

IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0 

BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A 

PostFinance 

The English-Speaking Congregation of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 

Geneva 

Account Number 12-9677-6 

IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 

BIC POFICHBEXXX 

 

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 

"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the 

connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or 
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions 
you might have about our congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      

 Phone       

 Email       

 Comments        

       

 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


