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ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 

WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00 
30 JANUARY 2022  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are a home away-from-home, with people from different places 

becoming sisters and brothers in Christ. 
Our members come from 40 countries and six continents. Some are in Geneva for 
decades, others for only a few months. All help the parish to be a community of 
shared beliefs, experiences and concerns. Opportunities for fellowship, spiritual 
growth and recreation bring families, friends and acquaintances together. Such 

bonds are precious in a city of so many welcomes and farewells. 
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 

 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers.  
 

We are glad you are here this morning—welcome! 
 
 
 
Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:  
Guest preacher: Rev. Kristín Þórunn Tómasdóttir 
Reader: Natalie Rimmer 
Prayer leader: André du Plessis 
Ushers: Aleida Auld, Laurel Borisenko 
Flowers: Jane Bang 
Offering counters: Phyllis Brewah, Ngoni Hove 
Videography: Ray Woodcock 
 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch  

 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 

 

 
  Fourth Sunday after Epiphany + 30 January 2022 
Guest Preacher:  Rev. Kristín Þórunn Tómasdóttir 

 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Algeria, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia 

 
 
   

Welcome   
 
Prelude     Regine Kummer    
 

Opening Words  
 

For God is love. 
We are gathered by love, for love, in love, 
to learn love, discern love, return to love, 
loving one another, because love is from God. 
God's love was revealed among us in this way: 
God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 
God's love is revealed among us in this way: 
if we love one another, God lives in us, and God's love is perfected in us. 
We can leave behind our fears,   
for perfect love casts out fear, 
as we look to the pioneer of our faith, 
Jesus Christ, pure unbounded love, 
before whom we cast all our crowns,  
all our goodness, all our triumphs, 
to be lost in wonder, love and praise, 
restored, rested, delivered, 
glorying in God's perfect love. 
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Hymn                      Love divine, all loves excelling 
 

 
 

Call to Prayer 
Prayer 
Response                         Bathe me in your light  

Sung a verse at a time 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 1:4-10 
 

Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, "Before I formed 
you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I 
consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations." Then I 
said, "Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am 
only a boy."  But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a 
boy'; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak 
whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with 
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you to deliver you, says the LORD." Then the LORD put out his 
hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me, "Now I 
have put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over 
nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy 
and to overthrow, to build and to plant." 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 71:1-6 
 

In you, O God, I take refuge;  
let me never be put to shame. 
In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me;  
incline your ear to me and save me. 
Be to me a rock of refuge, a strong fortress, to save me,  
for you are my rock and my fortress. 
Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked,  
from the grasp of the unjust and cruel. 
For you, O God, are my hope, my trust, O God, from my youth. 
Upon you I have leaned from my birth;  
it was you who took me from my mother's womb.  
My praise is continually of you. 

 

Second Reading  1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have 
love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have 
prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, 
and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have 
love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand 
over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain 
nothing. Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful 
or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not 
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices 
in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will 
come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it 
will come to an end. For we know only in part, and we prophesy 
only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to 
an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end 
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to childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will 
see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, 
even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love 
abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia 
 

 
 

Gospel Reading  Luke 4:21-30 
 

The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 4. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing." All spoke well of him and were amazed at 
the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, "Is not this 
Joseph's son?" He said to them, "Doubtless you will quote to me this 
proverb, 'Doctor, cure yourself!' And you will say, 'Do here also in 
your hometown the things that we have heard you did at 
Capernaum.'" And he said, "Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted 
in the prophet's hometown. But the truth is, there were many 
widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up 
three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all 
the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at 
Zarephath in Sidon. There were also many lepers in Israel in the 
time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except 
Naaman the Syrian." When they heard this, all in the synagogue 
were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the town, and 
led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that 
they might hurl him off the cliff. But he passed through the midst of 
them and went on his way. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Alleluia 
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Sermon  Rev. Kristín Þórunn Tómasdóttir 
 

Hymn                         Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost 
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession     
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God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Passing the Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

Gathering of Gifts                      Ubi caritas Choir 
Carlotta Ferrari 

 
Ubi caritas et amor Deus ibi est  

Congragavit nos in unum Christi amor 
 

Where charity and love are, God is there. 
Christ's love has gathered us into one. 

 
 

 

Offering                             We give you thanks 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

We thank you, God of life, 
for every rescue from the hand of the wicked, 
for every deliverance against seemingly insurmountable odds, 
for every healing that lifts us  
to see beyond the walls we build around ourselves. 

 

We bless you, gracious God, for your listening ear,  
hearing what we cry from the depths,  
and in the hearing, saving us  
from the fear that demands rocks and fortresses, 
clearing away what is in the way of love. 

 

We praise you, God of justice, 
for every defiance of the grasp of cruelty, 
for every gesture that uplifts the poor and oppressed, 
for every rejoicing in the truth instead of wrong. 

 

We lean upon you, 
our hope, our trust, our enduring support, 
from our mother's womb, to the end of our days, 
to time beyond our days, 
held forever in the arms of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, 
who gives us voice in glorious company to sing your praise. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  In our many languages 
   

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever. Amen. 
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Song                                         Baa ri kii ya 
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Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction  
  

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors 
 

Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Closing Song           My love colors outside the lines   
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Weekly Worship – Up to 50 Each Sunday, Covid Pass Required 
At the moment, the sanctuary can accommodate up to 50 people at a time. A 
Covid pass is required for each person attending (age 16 and over), and masks 
must be worn at all times in the building (age 8 and over). 
 

Please be sure to sign up for worship when you’re intending to come. You can 
sign up by visiting our website and clicking on “Worship Options”:  

https://genevalutheran.church 
 

If you sign up and then realize you won’t make it to church, please remove your name 
from the list by 9h00 Sunday to make room for others to attend. 

 
Sign Up to Assist in Leading Worship 
A number of volunteers are needed in our worship service each week—reading 
scripture, leading prayers, welcoming worshippers, preparing and serving 
Communion. How might you serve in an upcoming worship service? You can 
sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the 
church office with any questions.  
 
Interested in Joining the English-Speaking Congregation? 
Membership in our congregation is simple, a way of claiming this as your 
home church in Geneva for however long you are here. You can still retain 
membership in a church in your home country if you wish. 
 

If you’d like to learn more about joining the congregation as a member, please 
contact the church office or Andy Willis soon. We plan to receive new 
members in February and will hold for an orientation session in the coming 
weeks. 
 
Sign Up Now for Lent Study – Embracing Justice 
The season of Lent begins on 2 March this year, and for the six weeks of the 
season, groups will meet weekly to discuss the new book "Embracing Justice," 
by Isabelle Hamley. The book examines various biblical portrayals of justice 
and invites us to imagine how we, as churches, communities and individual 
Christians, can seek and practice justice even when enmeshed in a fractured 
world. 
 

Copies of the book can be ordered through the church if you wish (or you can 
order an e-book or hard copy on your own). If you'd like to participate in the 
study, please sign up soon using this online form: 
https://forms.gle/vxkdt7ReKynNSQVC9 
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Next Soup/Sandwich Kitchen Tuesday, 8 February 
The next soup (sandwich) kitchen is Tuesday February 8th – join in 
stewardship of providing a sandwich lunch to those in need! We need 10 
volunteers to make and bring 20 sandwiches each to Jardin Montbrilliant by 
10h00 on Tuesday, 8 February. We have switched to Tuesday mornings for the 
foreseeable future. E-mail corinjorgenson@gmail.com or 
hiromi.yano@wto.org to sign up or for more information. Thanks! 
 
Choir Rehearsal – Thursdays at 19h30 
Choir rehearsals take place on Thursdays at 19h30. Everyone who enjoys 
singing is welcome to join—no previous experience necessary! Please note that 
masks will be required. Come and sing!  
 

To help Regine know how to plan, please indicate which rehearsals and 
worship services you will participate in by signing up here: 
https://signup.zone/mJbtE3dPymSwuQbNJ. 
 
Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00 

The online Centering Prayer group meets via Zoom on Thursdays at 12h00. 
Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012 
 

Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group 
setting. More details about Centering Prayer are here: 
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/ 
 
Thank You for Your Generosity 
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our 
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of 
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to 
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 
 
 
 

Cover image:  
Photo by Roman Kraft on Unsplash 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Thursday, 3 Feb. 12h00 Centering Prayer* 
     19h30 Choir practice 
Saturday, 5 Feb.   9h30 Confirmation class  
Sunday, 6 Feb. 11h00 Worship on the Fifth Sunday after  
       the Epiphany 
     12h30 Church school teacher training 

  

* denotes online-only activities 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and 
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in 
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars 
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo 
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the 
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account. 
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below: 
 

Credit Suisse 
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251) 
Account Number  226749-71 
Clearing Number  4835 
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0 
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A 

PostFinance 
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva 
Account Number 12-9677-6 
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 
BIC POFICHBEXXX 

 

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office. 
 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or 
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions 
you might have about our congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
       
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


