EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
SUNDAY OF THE EPIPHANY

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
2 JANUARY 2022

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a congregation where music, liturgy, and prayer reflect the
richness of the global church.
We gather each week for worship that is both firmly rooted in the ancient forms
and traditions of Christian liturgy and attuned to contemporary concerns. We
encounter the good news of Jesus in scripture, in song, in the sacraments, and in
the gathered community. The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle shapes our weekly
worship, leading us to pray for and sing songs from different parts of the world.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if
you have been here before and would like to know
more about our community, please fill out a
connection card. You can scan this QR code to
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering
basket or give it to one of the ushers.
We are glad you are here this morning—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Preacher: Rev. Sarah Stephens
Presider: Rev. Terry MacArthur
Reader: Riza Le Geyt
Prayer leader: Bismark Sitorus
Ushers: Johnny and Maryssa Camaddo
Offering counters: Tom Taylor, Ray Woodcock
Videography by: Ray Woodcock
Flowers provided by: Maryssa Camaddo

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
Guest Preacher: Rev. Sarah Stephens
Guest Presider: Rev. Terry MacArthur

Sunday of the Epiphany + 2 January 2022
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: The Middle East:
Israel and the Occupied Territories of Palestine, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria
Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Opening Words
If only we could see a sudden, telling star,
we too would set out on a voyage others would call bizarre.
If only we could hear the angels' song,
we too would go and see what God is making known to us.
If only we knew where the Christ child lay,
we too would bring our most precious gifts.
But we are not so wise nor observant.
We listen again to hear when and where we might worship,
how we might serve,
where we might sing the good news of God's love,
when we might offer the best that we are,
arising toward the light,
our spirits filled with the rejoicing that spills over in abundance,
the thrill that comes from exuberant grace.

Hymn

The first Noel

Call to Prayer
Prayer of Confession
We easily get ground down, God of hope.
The brightness that surrounds your love dims under daily stress.
Worries disturb our sleep.
The unknowns seem to multiply, disrupting familiar routines.
Speak to us clearly so we envision what it might mean to be radiant,
to discover in the beating of our hearts
your purpose thundering over our languishing sighs,
to believe that we are not on our own,
but with every breath know you breathing us alive.
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Kyrie Eleison/Lord, Have Mercy Moran ethra ha ma' lain

Charge and counter-charge zing across our screens
like a ping pong balls,
until trust itself becomes dizzy,
and truth collapses in a vertigo of swirling misinformation.
Shine on us your light,
so that even if we have little place to stand,
we learn to dance as if in the air,
finding steps where none had appeared possible,
tracing the shimmer of stars,
landing again and again on what is just and good and right.
Kyrie Eleison/Lord, Have Mercy Moran ethra ha ma' lain

When we succumb to the darkness,
when selfish wants dull our spirit and cloud our witness,
when our judgment is marred by manipulation and fear,
forgive us,
and lead us to the resplendence of giving,
the utter delight of loving,
the wonder of following Jesus Christ,
your Beloved, our way, our truth, our life.
Amen.
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Kyrie Eleison/Lord, Have Mercy Moran ethra ha ma' lain

Words of Grace
Hymn of Praise

Children of the light

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has
risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick
darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his
glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and
kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look
around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall
come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their
nurses' arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall
thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought
to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of
camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all
those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and
frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to a king's son.
May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice.
May the mountains yield prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.
May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor.
May he live while the sun endures,
and as long as the moon, throughout all generations.
May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
like showers that water the earth.
In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound,
until the moon is no more.
May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute,
may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts.
may all kings fall down before him,
all nations give him service.
For he delivers the needy when they call,
the poor and those who have no helper.
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He has pity on the weak and the needy,
and saves the lives of the needy.
From oppression and violence he redeems their life;
and precious is their blood in his sight.
Epistle Reading

Ephesians 3:1-12

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the
sake of you Gentiles--for surely you have already heard of the
commission of God's grace that was given me for you, and how the
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a
few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the
Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and
sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Of this
gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace
that was given me by the working of his power. Although I am the
very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the
Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God
who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of
God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the
eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in
whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through
faith in him.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia
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Gospel Reading

Matthew 2:1-12

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 2.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is
the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet: 'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall
come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" Then Herod
secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact
time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem,
saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there,
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the
star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests,
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having
been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their
own country by another road.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
Sermon

Rev. Sarah Stephens
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Hymn

O Morning Star, how fair and bright
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The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Passing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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Offering

What child is this

Prayer of Thanksgiving
For every leader who strives for justice,
taking care that those whose plight is largely unseen get noticed,
listening attentively beyond the clunking change of the wealthy
to hear voices muffled or ignored,
we give you thanks, God of life.
For every president who is righteous,
and every prime minister defending the cause
of the poor of the people,
we bless you, God of goodness and light.
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Strengthen every person who gives deliverance to the needy,
who stands up to the oppressor,
who saves those who have no other helper.
May they live while the sun endures,
and as long as the moon throughout many generations.
Encourage our community in difficult times,
so that we might be faithful to Jesus Christ,
abounding in his steadfast love and mercy.
May we be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
like showers that water the earth.
In our days may righteousness flourish and peace abound.
From oppression and violence redeem our world,
so that bloodshed might end
and all children be assured that they are precious in your sight,
made in your image.
We thank you, merciful God,
and with the wise of old we fall down before you,
offering you our gifts, our hopes, our lives,
in service to your Beloved, Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer

In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
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Song

Will you come and see the light

Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements and Welcoming Visitors
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Closing Song

Go, tell it on the mountain
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Weekly Worship – Up to 50 Each Sunday, Covid Pass Required
At the moment, the sanctuary can accommodate up to 50 people at a time. A
Covid pass is required for each person attending (age 16 and over), and masks
must be worn at all times in the building (age 8 and over).
Please be sure to sign up for worship when you're intending to come. You can
sign up by visiting our website and clicking on “Worship Options”:
https://genevalutheran.church
If you sign up and then realize you won’t make it to church, please remove your name
from the list by 9h00 Sunday to make room for others to attend.

Sign Up to Assist in Leading Worship
A number of volunteers are needed in our worship service each week—reading
scripture, leading prayers, welcoming worshippers, preparing and serving
Communion. How might you serve in an upcoming worship service? You can
sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the
church office with any questions.

Sandwiches for the Soup Kitchen – Tuesday, 11 January
On one day each month, our congregation prepares 200 sandwiches for the
Jardin Montbillant soup kitchen. Our next date to service is Tuesday, 11
January, and we are looking for 10 households who can each prepare 20
sandwiches. Might you be able to help? Contact the church office or Christoph
and Elisabeth Benn: chriselis_benn@bluewin.ch.

Choir Taking a Break
Choir rehearsals will resume on Thursday, 13 January. Everyone who enjoys
singing is welcome to join—no previous experience necessary! Please note that
masks will be required. Come and sing!
To help Regine know how to plan, please indicate which rehearsals and
worship services you will participate in by signing up here:
https://signup.zone/mJbtE3dPymSwuQbNJ.

Online Centering Prayer – Taking a Break
The online Centering Prayer group is taking a break for the coming weeks and
will resume in the new year.
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Office Closed During the Holidays
Donna Phillips will be on vacation until 11 January. The office will be closed
during this time, but email and phone messages will be checked regularly. If
you have a message of an urgent nature, please contact Pastor Andy directly at
079 544 70 12.

Andy Willis Away from 1-8 January
From 1-8 January, Andy will be out of town on vacation. For pastoral support
during this time, please contact Rev. Dr. Sivin Kit: 078 789 85 29.

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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Cover image:
Moyers, Mike. Awake My Soul, from Art in the Christian Tradition,
a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57138

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine / CH-1204 Geneva, Switzerland
www.genevalutheran.church
office@genevalutheran.ch + 022 310 50 89 + pastor@genevalutheran.ch
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This Week’s Schedule:
10h00 Church school*
11h00 Worship on the Baptism of Our Lord
* denotes online-only activities
Sunday, 9 Jan.

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account.
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions
you might have about our congregation.
ELCG Connection Card
Name
Phone
Email
Comments
New to Geneva? Y/N

Date
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