EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
23 JANUARY 2022

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a parish of many cultures and traditions,
with deep Lutheran roots and wide ecumenical branches.
Geneva is a crossroads city and our doors are open to people from all over the
world. About half of our members come from Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist,
Catholic, Anglican and other traditions, and half have Lutheran links. The
Lutheran Church of Geneva was started by German expatriates in the 18th
century, and the English-Speaking Congregation was formed in the 1950s after
the World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World YWCA and
United Nations agencies opened offices in Geneva.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if
you have been here before and would like to know
more about our community, please fill out a
connection card. You can scan this QR code to
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering
basket or give it to one of the ushers.
We are glad you are here this morning—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Guest preacher: Rev. Dr. Wesley Ariarajah
Reader: Marc de Chassey
Prayer leader: Jonathan Frerichs
Ushers: Ngoni Hove, Sarah Stephens
Flowers: André du Plessis, German-Speaking Congregation
Offering counters: Ngoni Hove, Tom Taylor
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
The Third Sunday after Epiphany + 23 January 2022
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Cyprus, Greece, Turkey
Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Opening Words
The Spirit of the Lord is at work,
bringing good news to the poor, releasing captives, healing the sick.
The Spirit of the Lord is at work,
teaching the wisdom that reaches through time,
speaking the law that offers life,
interpreting it through the love that conquers fear.
The Spirit of the Lord is at work,
making of us the body of Christ,
drawing us into one.

Hymn

In Christ there is no east or west

Psalm 19
The heavens are telling the glory of God;
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
Day to day pours forth speech,
and night to night declares knowledge.
There is no speech, nor are there words;
their voice is not heard;
yet their voice goes out through all the earth,
and their words to the end of the world.
In the heavens God has set a tent for the sun,
which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy,
and like a strong man runs its course with joy.
Its rising is from the end of the heavens,
and its circuit to the end of them;
and nothing is hid from its heat.
The law of the LORD is perfect,
reviving the soul;
the decrees of the LORD are sure,
making wise the simple;
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the precepts of the LORD are right,
rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is clear,
enlightening the eyes;
the fear of the LORD is pure,
enduring forever;
the ordinances of the LORD are true
and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb.
Moreover by them is your servant warned;
in keeping them there is great reward.
But who can detect their errors?
Clear me from hidden faults.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable to you, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.
Litany

adapted using the Kyrie from Mt. Athos
Low voices sing the notes named above the staff for the ison.

Variation 1
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4
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Hymn of Praise

Thoxa si

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Old Testament Reading

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

All the people gathered together into the square before the Water
Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of
Moses, which the LORD had given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest
Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and
all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of
the seventh month. He read from it facing the square before the
Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the
men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears
of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra
opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing
above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up.
Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people
answered, "Amen, Amen," lifting up their hands. Then they bowed
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their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground.
So they read from the book, from the law of God, with
interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood
the reading. And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the
priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all
the people, "This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn
or weep." For all the people wept when they heard the words of the
law. Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the fat and drink
sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is
prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved,
for the joy of the LORD is your strength."
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Epistle Reading

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with
Christ.
For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—
and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the
foot would say,
Lectern side: "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,"
that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear
would say,
Choir side:

"Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,"

that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body
were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were
hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God
arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If
all were a single member, where would the body be? As it is, there
are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand,
Choir side:

"I have no need of you,"

nor again the head to the feet,
Lectern side: "I have no need of you."
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On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker
are indispensable, and those members of the body that we think less
honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable
members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more
respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the
body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, that there
may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have
the same care for one another. If one member suffers,
all suffer together with it;
if one member is honored,
all rejoice together with it.
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.
And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets,
third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of
assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles?
Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all
interpret? But strive for the greater gifts.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia

Gospel Reading

Luke 4:14-22a

The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 4
Glory to you, O Lord.
Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee,
and a report about him spread through all the surrounding country.
He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.
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When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went
to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up
to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He
unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: "The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go
free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." And he rolled up the
scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in
the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them,
"Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." All spoke
well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from
his mouth.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
Sermon
Hymn

Rev. Andy Willis
O God in whom all life begins
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Passing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Gathering of Gifts
The body is one
Words and Music by Andrew Donaldson

Choir

The body is one, with many parts; the parts are many, the body is one.
Heart: one body, soul: one body, strength: one body, mind: one body.
The body is one with many parts; the parts are many, the body is one.
We're tongues and lungs and toes and hearts. The body is one, with many parts.
We're whole in Christ, God's holy Son. The parts are many, the body is one.
The body is one, with many parts.
When hearts suffer, eyes offer tears;
when souls rejoice, voices give cheers!
Eye can't say to hand, "Don't need you!"
Head can't say to feet, "Don't need you!"
Knee can't say to hip, "Don't need you!"
Tongue can't say to lip, "Don't need you!"
If we were just an eye, how could we hear?
If we were just an ear, how could we smell?
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How could we tell of peace in Christ if we were just a fist?
How could we tell of peace in Christ if we were just a fist?
The body is one, with many parts; the parts are many, the body is one.
Come! Welcome! Break bread, take wine and share it.
Come! Welcome! We eat and drink one Spirit.
Each is a member: let each remember.
Offering

We give you thanks

Prayer of Thanksgiving
The heavens are telling your glory, God of light,
pouring forth warning and judgment,
proclaiming your wonders with their delight.
Awaken us to your word, going out through all the earth,
to the end of the world,
declaring knowledge instead of suspicion,
speaking truth against the sirens of self-serving deception.
With the rising of the sun, open our eyes to your light,
so we recognize the way you put before us,
the course that we can run with joy,
because you run with us in Jesus Christ.
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Read into our spirits your perfect law,
reviving our souls and making us wise.
Instill in our memories your precepts and decrees
so that we might rejoice in the right
and find what endures, what we can hold on to, what gives meaning,
embracing your steadfast love.
Clear us from hidden faults,
so that our attention is more and more on your Beloved,
Jesus Christ,
precious in your sight,
in whom there is great reward,
in whom we are offered life.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable to you, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.
The Lord’s Prayer

In our many languages

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Song

Baa ri kii ya
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Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements and Welcoming Visitors
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Closing Song

Blessed be the tie that binds
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Weekly Worship – Up to 50 Each Sunday, Covid Pass Required
At the moment, the sanctuary can accommodate up to 50 people at a time. A
Covid pass is required for each person attending (age 16 and over), and masks
must be worn at all times in the building (age 8 and over).
Please be sure to sign up for worship when you’re intending to come. You can
sign up by visiting our website and clicking on “Worship Options”:
https://genevalutheran.church
If you sign up and then realize you won’t make it to church, please remove your name
from the list by 9h00 Sunday to make room for others to attend.

Sign Up to Assist in Leading Worship
A number of volunteers are needed in our worship service each week—reading
scripture, leading prayers, welcoming worshippers, preparing and serving
Communion. How might you serve in an upcoming worship service? You can
sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the
church office with any questions.

Interested in Joining the English-Speaking Congregation?
Membership in our congregation is simple, a way of claiming this as your
home church in Geneva for however long you are here. You can still retain
membership in a church in your home country if you wish.
If you’d like to learn more about joining the congregation as a member, please
contact the church office or Andy Willis soon. We plan to receive new
members in February and will hold for an orientation session in the coming
weeks.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity –
Ecumenical Worship Service Today at 18h00
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, observed by a variety of churches
throughout the world, runs from 18 to 25 January. An ecunemical worship
service led by representatives of many local congregations will take place at the
Cathédrale Saint-Pierre at 18h00. This service will be largely in French, though
some English will be included. All are welcome to attend.

Next Soup/Sandwich Kitchen Tuesday, 8 February
The next soup (sandwich) kitchen is Tuesday February 8th – join in
stewardship of providing a sandwich lunch to those in need! We need 10
volunteers to bring 20 sandwiches to Jardin Montbrilliant by 10h00 on
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Tuesday, 8 February. We have switched to Tuesday mornings for the
foreseeable future. E-mail corinjorgenson@gmail.com or
hiromi.yano@wto.org to sign up or for more information. Thanks!

Choir Rehearsal – Thursdays at 19h30
Choir rehearsals take place on Thursdays at 19h30. Everyone who enjoys
singing is welcome to join—no previous experience necessary! Please note that
masks will be required. Come and sing!
To help Regine know how to plan, please indicate which rehearsals and
worship services you will participate in by signing up here:
https://signup.zone/mJbtE3dPymSwuQbNJ.

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
The online Centering Prayer group meets via Zoom on Thursdays at 12h00.
Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group
setting. More details about Centering Prayer are here:
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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Cover image:
Scroll of Isaiah from Qumran, from Art in the Christian Tradition,
a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54196

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine / CH-1204 Geneva, Switzerland
www.genevalutheran.church
office@genevalutheran.ch + 022 310 50 89 + pastor@genevalutheran.ch
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This Week’s Schedule:
Tuesday, 25 Jan.
Thursday, 27 Jan.
Sunday, 30 Jan.

18h30
12h00
19h30
10h00
11h00

Worship committee
Centering Prayer*
Choir practice
Church school*
Worship on the Fourth Sunday after
the Epiphany
13h15 Congregation Council meeting

* denotes online-only activities

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account.
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the

connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions
you might have about our congregation.
ELCG Connection Card
Name
Phone
Email
Comments
New to Geneva? Y/N

Date

18

