
 
 
 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA 
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 

 
 
 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00 

16 JANUARY 2022  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are a community on the move,  

discovering Christ together on the journey of faith. 
We see Christianity as a path to be walked together—learning, serving, praying, 
sharing, and growing alongside sisters and brothers. As we live and practice our 
faith, we not only encounter a new community; we also find the presence of God. 

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 
 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers.  
 

We are glad you are here this morning—welcome! 
 
 
 
Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:  
Reader: Miriam Deffenbaugh 
Prayer leader: Sarah Stephens 
Ushers: Penuel Kiondo Zanetti, Sarah Stephens 
Flowers: Filipa de Chassey, German-Speaking Congregation 
Offering counters: Phyllis Brewah, Johnny Camaddo 
Videography: Ray Woodcock 
 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch  

 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 

 
 

  The Second Sunday after Epiphany + 16 January 2022 
 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Arabian Peninsula: Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen 

   
 

Welcome   
 
Prelude     Regine Kummer    
 

Opening Words  
 

In a time of postponed weddings and missed opportunities, 
when suspicions and deceptions draw more attention than light and truth, 
God's word does not keep silent. 
It reminds us that God's love extends to the heavens, 
that we are not the desolate, but rather God's delight. 
When every in-person meeting is a gift,   
every gathering a miracle,  
we don’t need water changed into wine, 
but we do need Jesus, the embodied Word, to be with us, 
that our faith might be roused and our joy restored. 
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Hymn                         Jesus, come for we invite you 
 

 
  

Call to Prayer 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Jesus, come, transform our pleasures. 
Turn us from the seductions of adrenaline and dopamine 
that too often only serve our own wants  
or the designs of those selling. 
Release in us your love,  
leading to adventures that matter 
and celebrations that lift up the left out. 
Reform us with lives worth the living. 
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Kyrie eleison 
 

 
 

Jesus, come in new creation. 
Clear from us hidden faults, hidden desires, hidden manipulations. 
Forgive us all that wounds, corrupts, demeans, destroys. 
Change us into your image, so we relearn compassion 
and care more honestly for the earth, our common home. 

 

Kyrie eleison 

 
 

Jesus, come, surprise our dullness. 
Make us willing to receive more than we can yet imagine, 
all the best you have to give. 
Let us find your hidden riches, taste your love, believe and live. 

 

Kyrie eleison 
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Words of Grace 
 

Hymn of Praise                Children of the light 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 62:1-5 
 

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
   and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
   and her salvation like a burning torch.  
The nations shall see your vindication, 
   and all the kings your glory; 
and you shall be called by a new name 
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   that the mouth of the Lord will give.  
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 
   and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.  
You shall no more be termed Forsaken, 
   and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; 
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, 
   and your land Married; 
for the Lord delights in you, 
   and your land shall be married.  
For as a young man marries a young woman, 
   so shall your builder marry you, 
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 
   so shall your God rejoice over you. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 36:5-10 
 

Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, 
your faithfulness to the clouds. 
Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains,  
 your judgments are like the great deep; 
you save humans and animals alike, O LORD. 
How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 
All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 
They feast on the abundance of your house, 
and you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
For with you is the fountain of life; 
in your light we see light. 
O continue your steadfast love to those who know you, 
and your salvation to the upright of heart! 

 

Second Reading  1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want 
you to be uninformed. You know that when you were pagans, you 
were enticed and led astray to idols that could not speak. Therefore I 
want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God 
ever says "Let Jesus be cursed!" and no one can say "Jesus is Lord" 
except by the Holy Spirit. 
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Now there are varieties of gifts,  
but the same Spirit;  
and there are varieties of services,  
but the same Lord;  
and there are varieties of activities,  
but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.  
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, 
and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same 
Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing 
by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another 
prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various 
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  
All these are activated by one and the same Spirit,  
who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia 
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Gospel Reading  John 2:1-11 
 

The Gospel according to John, chapter 2. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the 
mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been 
invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus 
said to him, "They have no wine." And Jesus said to her, "Woman, 
what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come." 
His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you."  Now 
standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of 
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to 
them, "Fill the jars with water." And they filled them up to the brim.  
He said to them, "Now draw some out, and take it to the chief 
steward." So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that 
had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the 
servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the 
bridegroom and said to him, "Everyone serves the good wine first, 
and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But 
you have kept the good wine until now." Jesus did this, the first of 
his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples 
believed in him. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Alleluia 
 

Sermon  Rev. Andy Willis 
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Hymn                            God of change and glory 
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Apostles’ Creed  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession     
 

God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Passing the Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

Gathering of Gifts                         Gebet Choir 
Max Bruch, Op.60.No.4   

English by Mrs. John P. Morgan 
 

A Prayer 
Herr, Herr, schicke was du willt,  

ein Liebes oder Leides, ich bin vergnügt, 
dass Beides aus deinen Händen quillt,  

aus deinen Händen quillt. 
Wollest mit Freuden und wollest mit Leiden 

mich nicht überschüten, 
doch in der Mitten lieg holdes Bescheiden, 

holdes Bescheiden. 
Herr, Herr, schicke was du willt,  

ein Liebes oder Leides, ich bin vergnügt, 
dass Beides aus deinen Händen quillt, 

aus deinen Händen quillt.     
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Offering                             We give you thanks 
 

   
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Because your steadfast love extends to the heavens 
and your faithfulness to the clouds, 
we give you thanks and praise, gracious God. 

 

When we look toward the Mont Blanc, 
we remember your towering righteousness. 
As we ponder the depth of Lac Léman,  
the breadth of your creativity, 
we realize how mysterious are your judgements, 
how profound your capacity to save, to bring forth life. 

 

Surround us with your steadfast love, 
so that our fears step aside  
and we discover the wings of freedom,  
opening ourselves to those seeking refuge, 
feasting together in an abundant sharing, 
drinking up the delight that comes from encountering,  
discovering, accompanying. 
Spring up in us fountains of joy, 
through which even the dullest of lights is refracted into rainbows, 
coloring our world with the brightness of your love. 
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Keep us upright,  
not giving up on the power of goodness, 
nor the regeneration that comes from mercy. 
Continue your steadfast love in those who know you, 
so they witness to the saving gift of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, 
who offers to the whole world  
the possibility of a clean heart and a renewed spirit. 

 

From the furthest reaches of space 
to the innermost core of our identity, 
pull us into the wonders of your abundant grace, 
embracing us in your hands, 
crowning us with the delight of serving you, 
leading us to a home with you, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  In our many languages 
   

Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever. Amen. 
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Song                                          Chon rizad 
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Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction  
  

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors 
 

Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Closing Song            We rejoice to be God's chosen 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Weekly Worship – Up to 50 Each Sunday, Covid Pass Required 
At the moment, the sanctuary can accommodate up to 50 people at a time. A 
Covid pass is required for each person attending (age 16 and over), and masks 
must be worn at all times in the building (age 8 and over). 
 

Please be sure to sign up for worship when you’re intending to come. You can 
sign up by visiting our website and clicking on “Worship Options”:  

https://genevalutheran.church 
 

If you sign up and then realize you won’t make it to church, please remove your name 
from the list by 9h00 Sunday to make room for others to attend. 

 
Sign Up to Assist in Leading Worship 
A number of volunteers are needed in our worship service each week—reading 
scripture, leading prayers, welcoming worshippers, preparing and serving 
Communion. How might you serve in an upcoming worship service? You can 
sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the 
church office with any questions.  
 
Interested in Joining the English-Speaking Congregation? 
Membership in our congregation is simple, a way of claiming this as your 
home church in Geneva for however long you are here. You can still retain 
membership in a church in your home country if you wish. 
 

If you’d like to learn more about joining the congregation as a member, please 
contact the church office or Andy Willis soon. We plan to receive new 
members in February and will hold for an orientation session in the coming 
weeks. 
 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity –  
Ecumenical Worship Service on 23 January 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, observed by a variety of churches 
throughout the world, runs from 18 to 25 January. An ecunemical worship 
service led by representatives of many local congregations will take place at the 
Cathédrale Saint-Pierre at 18h00. This service will be largely in French, though 
some English will be included. All are welcome to attend. 
 

Please note—our congregation will still gather for our regular worship service at 11h00 
on 23 January. 
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Choir has Resumed 
Choir rehearsals have resumed on Thursdays at 19h30. Everyone who enjoys 
singing is welcome to join—no previous experience necessary! Please note that 
masks will be required. Come and sing!  
 

To help Regine know how to plan, please indicate which rehearsals and 
worship services you will participate in by signing up here: 
https://signup.zone/mJbtE3dPymSwuQbNJ. 
 
Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00 

The online Centering Prayer group meets via Zoom on Thursdays at 12h00. 
Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012 
 

Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group 
setting. More details about Centering Prayer are here: 
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/ 
 
Graduate Student Looking for Housing – 2-15 February 
Our church recently received this request from an American graduate student. 
She is related to a former ELCA missionary and friend of the congregation. 
Please contact her directly at kimberlycrooney@gmail.com if you might be in 
a position to help. 
 

My name is Kim Rooney, and I am a doctoral candidate of French at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison. This Spring semester, I will be participating in a long-
standing exchange program between my department at UW and the University of 
Geneva. While in Geneva, I’ll have the opportunity to focus completely on writing 
my dissertation entitled “Representations of Schooling in sub-Saharan Francophone 
novels: Towards a decolonial turn.” I’m looking forward to using the libraries on the 
UNIGE campus, building relationships with students and faculty, and getting to 
know the city and region of Geneva. The international exchange office has helped me 
line up housing in the Cité Universitaire beginning February 15th, but I will arrive 
on February 2nd. Therefore, I’m looking for a place to stay in Geneva for those two 
weeks before my room opens up. During that time I hope to become more acquainted 
with the city and start writing. I’m a neat, amiable person. I can be very 
independent, but I’m also curious and love to converse with others! I am fully 
vaccinated and have gotten my booster shot. 

 
Thank You for Your Generosity 
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our 
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of 
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to 
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 
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Cover image:  
Swanson, John August. Wedding Feast, from Art in the Christian Tradition,  

a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58581 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Thursday, 20 Jan. 12h00 Centering Prayer* 
     19h30 Choir practice  
Sunday, 23 Jan. 10h00 Church school* 
     11h00 Worship on the Third Sunday after  
       the Epiphany 

  

* denotes online-only activities 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and 
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in 
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars 
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo 
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the 
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account. 
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below: 
 

Credit Suisse 
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251) 
Account Number  226749-71 
Clearing Number  4835 
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0 
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A 

PostFinance 
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva 
Account Number 12-9677-6 
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 
BIC POFICHBEXXX 

 
For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office. 
 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or 
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions 
you might have about our congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
       
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


