EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
5 DECEMBER 2021

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a community on the move,
discovering Christ together on the journey of faith.
We see Christianity as a path to be walked together—learning, serving, praying,
sharing, and growing alongside sisters and brothers. As we live and practice our
faith, we not only encounter a new community; we also find the presence of God.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if
you have been here before and would like to know
more about our community, please fill out a
connection card. You can scan this QR code to
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering
basket or give it to one of the ushers.
We are glad you are here today—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Reader: Kerstin Kollander
Prayer leader: Ralston Deffenbaugh
Ushers: Aleida Auld, Valerie Marinoni
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Offering counters: Johnny Camaddo, Ralston Deffenbaugh
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer

Second Sunday of Advent + 5 December 2021
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Myanmar, Thailand

Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Opening Words
Like a lantern promising light
in a wilderness where might and money claim all the rights,
a messenger arrives just beyond our sight,
announcing for us what was said of old:
"The Lord is near. Prepare the way."
So we gather to hear this word, to pray and sing,
to orient ourselves to that coming day,
when no one will stand higher than any other,
but all will be brothers and sisters,
the mountains leveled, the valleys raised,
a community on the move with forward-looking praise,
honoring with all strength and mind
the Spirit, the Father, the Son,
whose coming we await,
as if he were a lantern burning bright,
shattering the night,
releasing us from fears and sins
so we might be free.

Psalm 93

Hymn

Come, thou long-expected Jesus

Litany
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the
Lord.

For the peace of the whole world, let us pray to the Lord.

For the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let
us pray to the Lord.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.

Hymn of Praise

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Old Testament Reading

Malachi 3:1-4

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me,
and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight--indeed, he is
coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a
refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier
of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them
like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in
4

righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be
pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Canticle
Antiphon

Luke 1:68-79
Tender mercies

Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel,
you have come to your people and set them free.
You have raised up for us a mighty savior
born of the house of your servant David.
Through your holy prophets, you promised of old,
to save us from our enemies
from the hand of all who hate us,
to show mercy to our ancestors,
and to remember your holy covenant.
Antiphon

Tender mercies

This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham,
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship you without fear,
holy and righteousness before you all the days of our life.
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,
to give God's people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.
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Antiphon

Tender mercies

In the tender compassion of our God,
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
to shine on those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Alleluia
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Gospel Reading

Luke 3:1-6

The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 3.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and
his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the
wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it
is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight
and the rough ways made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia

Sermon

Andy Willis
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Hymn

People look east
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession

Interspersed with Philippians 1:3-11

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with
joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing
in the gospel from the first day until now.
Prayer
God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Sung Response

God of region and of world
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I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among
you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right
for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in
your heart, for all of you share in God's grace with me, both in my
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel.
Prayer
Sung Response

God of region and of world

For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the
compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love
may overflow more and more, with knowledge and full insight, to
help you to determine what is best. . .
Prayer
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Sung Response

God of region and of world

… so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless,
having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through
Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.
Prayer
Sung Response

God of region and of world

Passing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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Gathering of Gifts

I am the Light of the World
Burghard Schloemann, 1934

I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will not walk in the darkness
but will have the Light, the Light, the Light,
the Light of Life.
Offertory

In the beginning

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel,
you have come to us and set us free.
You have given us your Word through the prophets,
warning of infidelity and beckoning hope.
They have become for us lanterns
marking the turns that would save us
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Choir

from the pathways leading to destruction,
from the hands that would use us for their own ends,
from the enemies that oppose what is good and right.
Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel,
you have come to us and set us free.
We thank you that we are free to worship you without fear.
You offer us the grace to be holy and righteous before you
through the gift of your only Beloved,
who shines with love,
re-aligning us with the image you imprinted within.
You have given us knowledge of salvation
and the forgiveness of our sins.
Make us temples of your Spirit, lanterns of hope,
messengers of your good news,
so that we are part of preparing your way.
Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel,
you have come to us and set us free.
Our longing finds its focus in your tender compassion,
beaming like a lantern in the dark,
guiding us with rays, fragile yet sure,
searching into the night as far as the shadow of death.
You lead us into the light
even if we be grumpy and tired,
with uncertainties spooking us at every turn.
Remind us of the covenant you have made with us
so that our feet might find the way of peace.
Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel,
you have come to us and set us free.
The Lord’s Prayer

In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
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Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements and Welcoming Visitors
Closing Song

Ososo

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Soon and very soon
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Next Sunday, 12 December: Online Annual Assembly at 13h15
Our annual year-end assembly will be held online using Zoom next Sunday, 12
December, at 13h15. We have a simple but important agenda, including voting
on a budget for 2022 and appointing a new nominations committee. Members
should plan to attend!
Some important notes regarding the Assembly:
• Assembly materials were sent to all members by email this past week. If
you did not receive the message or would like a hard copy of the assembly
reports sent by post, please contact the church office.
• If you have any questions or concerns about using Zoom to connect to the
assembly, please contact the church office, and we will gladly walk you
through it.
• In order to keep the assembly secure, including in terms of compliance
with our legal framework, you must register to attend. A registration link
was sent by email with the assembly reports. If you have not yet
registered, please do so now.

Weekly Worship – Up to 50 Each Sunday, Covid Pass Required
Due to the rising number of Covid cases at the moment, our congregation is
now limiting in-person worship attendance to 50 each week. A Covid pass is
required for each person attending (16 years and over), and masks must be
worn at all times in the building.
Please be sure to sign up for worship when you're intending to come. You can
sign up by visiting our website and clicking on “Worship Options”:
https://genevalutheran.church
If you sign up and then realize you won’t make it to church, please remove your name
from the list by 9h00 Sunday to make room for others to attend.

Thank you for a Successful Harvest Fundraiser!
In recent weeks, our congregation has been collecting funds for important
projects: flood relief for Mekane Yesus Seminary in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
and support for refugees and host communities in Chad through Seeds for
Solutions.
Thanks to our community’s generosity, we surpassed our goal of Chf 10,000.
The total raised for this year’s Harvest projects is approximately Chf 11,200.
These funds will be split between the two projects and will be an important
sign of solidarity and support. Thank you for your generosity!
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Worship this Advent
The season of Advent is a time when worship happens during the week at
home as much as during services at church. If you have not yet already done
so, you might find a small branch that could be part of your table at home this
season—either alongside or in place of a traditional Advent wreath. This could
then become a center for your daily devotions.
We are also working with lanterns in worship. In the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle
we will be praying for countries in Asia, many of which have their own kind of
lanterns. We will be sharing patterns for lantern-making at home which might
then join the branches as a means of inviting your Advent prayers.

Sign Up to Assist in Leading Worship
A number of volunteers are needed in our worship service each week—reading
scripture, leading prayers, welcoming worshippers, preparing and serving
Communion. How might you serve in an upcoming worship service? You can
sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the
church office with any questions.

An Update from Our Treasurer
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Thank you for your continued support of our church ministries. Going the month of
December, our total undesignated income stands at a total of 278,833.39CHF. This
means we need around 43,230CHF in December to meet our budget goal. Although
December has traditionally been a strong giving month for our congregation, we can
only make our target budget working together. We thank you for your continued and
gracious giving throughout this challenging year.
Thank you and God bless,
Samuel Mungure

Choir Rehearsal – Thursdays at 19h30
Choir rehearsals take place on Thursdays at 19h30 with Regine Kummer.
Everyone who enjoys singing is welcome to join—no previous experience
necessary! Please note that masks will be required. Come and sing!
To help Regine know how to plan, please indicate which rehearsals and
worship services you will participate in by signing up here:
https://signup.zone/mJbtE3dPymSwuQbNJ.

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to
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our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
The online Centering Prayer group meets via Zoom on Thursdays at 12h00.
Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group
setting. More details about Centering Prayer are here:
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/

Christmas Caroling
Terry will go caroling outside at four different times during the second and
third weeks of Advent and would love to have people join him. Then on
Sunday, 19 December at 17h00, we will team up with people from the
German-Speaking Congregation to sing in the Old Town.
You are not expected to join all of these events – choose what works for you.
Terry will bring some song sheets so we have some words. Depending on
conditions, we will sing for around 30 minutes and then off we’ll go with the
songs of Christmas in our heads. Children, long-lost friends, a stranger or two,
are all welcome. If the weather is bad, we will cancel and will send out an
advisory.
Each of the following will begin at 18h00:
Monday 6 December, In front of the Bains de Pâquis
Quai du Mont-Blanc 30, 1201 Genève
Thursday, 9 December, In front of the Migros in Grand Saconnex
Rue Sonnex 20, 1218 Grand-Saconnex
Monday 13 December, In front of a member’s apartment in Lancy
Chemin des Semailles 9B, 1212 Lancy
Wednesday 15 December, In front of the AGORA residence in Vernier
Chem. de Poussy 1, 1214 Vernier
Cover image:
Photo by Dhilip Antony on Unsplash
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This Week’s Schedule:
Monday, 6 Dec. 18h00 Caroling at the Bains de Pâquis
Thursday, 9 Dec. 12h00 Centering Prayer*
18h00 Caroling at the Grand-Saconnex
Migros
19h30 Choir practice
Sunday, 12 Dec. 10h00 Church school*
11h00 Worship on the Third Sunday of Advent
13h15 Congregational Assembly on Zoom
* denotes online-only activities

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account.
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the

connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions
you might have about our congregation.
ELCG Connection Card
Name
Phone
Email
Comments
New to Geneva? Y/N

Date
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