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ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00 

19 DECEMBER 2021  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are a home away-from-home, with people from different places 

becoming sisters and brothers in Christ. 
Our members come from 40 countries and six continents. Some are in Geneva for 
decades, others for only a few months. All help the parish to be a community of 
shared beliefs, experiences and concerns. Opportunities for fellowship, spiritual 
growth and recreation bring families, friends and acquaintances together. Such 

bonds are precious in a city of so many welcomes and farewells. 
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 

 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers.  
 

We are glad you are here today—welcome! 
 
 
 
Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:  
Reader: Miriam Deffenbaugh 
Prayer leaders: Ligia & Tim Scott 
Ushers: Riza Le Geyt, Valerie Marinoni 
Flowers: Maryssa Camaddo 
Offering counters: Johnny Camaddo, Tom Taylor 
Videography: Ray Woodcock 
 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch  

 
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    

Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent + 19 December 2021 
   

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: China, Hong Kong, Macau 
 
 
 
Welcome   
 

Prelude                      Regine Kummer 
 

Opening Words  
 

We are sanctified through the offering  
of the body of Jesus Christ. 
Love comes as a body prepared,  
the eternal word dwelling with us in the flesh. 
With the kick of an infant in a womb,  
God's will is made known.  
With Elizabeth we exclaim: blessed is she who believed. 
Alongside two women whose bodies bear good news, 
whose songs shine with God's light, 
we lift our voices: 
Our souls cry out with a joyful shout,  
that the God of our hearts is great. 
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Hymn                             Canticle of the Turning 
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Litany 
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Sung Response                    Lord, have mercy 
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

 

Sung Response                    Lord, have mercy 
 

 
 

For the peace of the whole world, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Sung Response                    Lord, have mercy 
 

For the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let 
us pray to the Lord. 

 

Sung Response                    Lord, have mercy 
 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

Sung Response                    Lord, have mercy 
 

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 

Sung Response                    Lord, have mercy 
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Hymn of Praise     Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Old Testament Reading Micah 5:2-5a 
 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
   who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
   one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
   from ancient days.  
Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
   when she who is in labour has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return 
   to the people of Israel.  
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
   in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
   to the ends of the earth;  
and he shall be the one of peace. 
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This is the word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 80:1-7 
 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
you who lead Joseph like a flock! 
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, 
shine forth 
before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. 
Stir up your might, and come to save us! 
Restore us, O God;  
let your face shine,  
that we may be saved. 
O Lord God of hosts,  
how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? 
You have fed them with the bread of tears  
and given them tears to drink in full measure. 
You make us the scorn of our neighbors. 
Our enemies laugh among themselves. 
Restore us, O God of hosts,  
let your face shine,  
that we may be saved. 

 

Epistle Reading Hebrews 10:5-10 
 

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices 
and offerings you have not desired but a body you have prepared for 
me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.  
Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the 
scroll of the book it is written of me).” When he said above, “You 
have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings 
and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to 
the law), then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He 
abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And it is by God’s 
will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all.  

 

This is the word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia  

 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 1:39-55 
 

The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 1. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in 
the hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and 
greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child 
leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, 
that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the 
sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And 
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what 
was spoken to her by the Lord.’ And Mary said: 
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Magnificat 
 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Alleluia 
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Sermon  Rev. Andy Willis  
 

Church School Pageant 
 

Hymn                   From heaven above to earth I come  
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession     
 

God in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Passing the Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

Gathering of Gifts                       Magnificat Choir 
Music by Charles Wood 

 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 
 

For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 
For He that is mighty hath magnified me, 

and holy is His name. 
And His mercy is on them that fear him,  

throughout all generations, throughout all generations. 
 

He hath shewed strength with His arm,  
He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

 
He hath filled the hungry with good things 

and the rich He hath sent empty away.  
He remembering His mercy hath holpen His servant Israel, 

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, forever. 
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Offertory                        In the beginning 
 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, and hear our thanksgiving. 
Blessed are you, leading us like a flock, 
even if we must keep distance and are often unable to meet. 

 

Like sunshine reflecting from the snow on the Dole, 
shine forth from the cherubim 
even if we remain in stratus gloom. 
You do not leave us without hope. 
You will come to save us. 

 

Restore us, O God. 
Restore our communities. 
Restore our church. 
Restore our families. 
Restore our faith. 
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Restore the sense that life is good because of your love. 
Let your face shine that we may be saved. 

 

When anger leaves little room for compassion 
and the bread of tears feeds only disgust, 
let your face shine that we may be saved. 

 

When scorn becomes the path to power, 
and derision the ploy that defeats by robbing others of their dignity, 
shine on us your truth cutting through the deceit. 
Restore in us your word that reconciles and heals. 
Let your face shine that we may be saved, 
saved in the company of Elizabeth and Mary, 
rejoicing in the fulfillment of your promises, 
saved in Jesus Christ, the body prepared, 
shining for all to see. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  In our many languages 
   

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Song                                              Ososo 

 
 

Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction  
  

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors 
 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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Closing song                             Magnificat 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
Christmas Tree Decorating Today 
Following worship today we will decorate the Christmas tree in the sanctuary. 
All are welcome to join in helping prepare our worship space for Christmas. 
 
Christmas Caroling Today at 17h00 
Today we will team up with people from the German-Speaking Congregation 
to sing outside our church in Place du Bourg-de-Four at 17h00. All are invited 
to join us.  
 
Bring Extra Paper Lanterns for Christmas Eve 
Paper lanterns have been part of the Advent devotions this year. On Christmas 
Eve the congregation will be invited to place a paper lantern on one of the trees 
in the sanctuary. It would be a big help if you would make some extras for 
those who forget or suddenly ran out of colored paper. We need a lantern for 
everyone in the service. We will provide S-hooks so they can easily be attached 
to the tree.  
 

 

Christmas Worship Services 
 

Friday, 24 December 
Christmas Eve candlelight services 

15h00, 17h00, 19h00 
 

Saturday, 25 December 
Christmas Day worship, 11h00 

 

Sunday 26 December 
Worship on the First Sunday of Christmas, 11h00 

 
If you'd like to attend any of these services in person, please sign up online soon—each 
service is open to just 50 people in total, and registration for some is already filling up.  

A Covid pass is required for each person attending (16 years and over),  
and masks must be worn at all times in the building by those age 8 and over.  

 
You can sign up by visiting our website and clicking on “Worship Options”:  

https://genevalutheran.church 
 

Of course you can also join in worship by livestream.  
Please note that on Christmas Eve, only the service at 17h00 will be live-streamed. 
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Sign Up to Assist in Leading Worship 
A number of volunteers are needed in our worship service each week—reading 
scripture, leading prayers, welcoming worshippers, preparing and serving 
Communion. How might you serve in an upcoming worship service? You can 
sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the 
church office with any questions.  
 
An Update from Our Treasurer 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

Thank you for your continued support of our church ministries. During the month of 
December, our total undesignated income stands at a total of 278,833.39CHF. This 
means we need around 43,230CHF in December to meet our budget goal. Although 
December has traditionally been a strong giving month for our congregation, we can 
only make our target budget working together. We thank you for your continued and 
gracious giving throughout this challenging year. 
 

Thank you and God bless,  
Samuel Mungure 
 
Thank You for Your Generosity 
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our 
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of 
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to 
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 
 
Last PayPal Opportunity for 2021 
If you are considering giving a year-end financial gift via PayPal, please note 
that next Sunday, 26 December, will be the last opportunity for you to transfer 
money to the church through PayPal and have it count toward our 2021 
accounts and toward your 2021 taxes. Thank you for your understanding. 
 
Choir Rehearsal – Thursdays at 19h30 
The last choir rehearsal of 2021 will take place this Thursday, 23 December, at 
19h30. Everyone who enjoys singing is welcome to join—no previous 
experience necessary! Please note that masks will be required. Come and sing!  
 

To help us know how to plan, please indicate if you will participate in the 
rehearsal and which Christmas Eve service you will participate in by signing up 
here: https://signup.zone/mJbtE3dPymSwuQbNJ. 
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Online Centering Prayer – Taking a Break 

The online Centering Prayer group is taking a break for the coming weeks and 
will resume in the new year. 
 
Office Closed During the Holidays 

Donna Phillips will be on vacation until 11 January. The office will be closed 
but email and phone messages will be checked regularly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover image:  
Stained Glass window in the Taizé Church, done by Brother Eric  
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Thursday, 23 Dec. 19h30 Choir practice 
Friday, 24 Dec. 15h00  Worship on Christmas Eve  
     17h00 Worship on Christmas Eve  
     19h00 Worship on Christmas Eve  
Saturday, 25 Dec. 11h00 Worship on Christmas Day 
Sunday, 26 Dec. 11h00 Worship on the First Sunday of  
      Christmas, Rev. Dr. Elaine Neuenfeldt  
      preaching  

  

* denotes online-only activities 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and 
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in 
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars 
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo 
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the 
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account. 
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below: 

Credit Suisse 
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251) 
Account Number  226749-71 
Clearing Number  4835 
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0 
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A 

PostFinance 
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva 
Account Number 12-9677-6 
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 
BIC POFICHBEXXX 

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office. 
 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or 
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions 
you might have about our congregation. 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name      
 Phone       
 Email       
 Comments        
       
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


