EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
12 DECEMBER 2021

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a parish of many cultures and traditions,
with deep Lutheran roots and wide ecumenical branches.
Geneva is a crossroads city and our doors are open to people from all over the
world. About half of our members come from Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist,
Catholic, Anglican and other traditions, and half have Lutheran links. The
Lutheran Church of Geneva was started by German expatriates in the 18th
century, and the English-Speaking Congregation was formed in the 1950s after
the World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World YWCA and
United Nations agencies opened offices in Geneva.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if
you have been here before and would like to know
more about our community, please fill out a
connection card. You can scan this QR code to
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering
basket or give it to one of the ushers.
We are glad you are here today—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Reader: Riza Le Geyt
Prayer leader: Sarah Stephens
Ushers: Le Geyt family
Flowers: Maryssa Camaddo
Offering counters: Tom Taylor, Ngoni Hove
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer

Third Sunday of Advent + 12 December, 2021
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam
Guest presider: Rev. Judy Davis
Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Opening Words
Good news to the people-the one who has no coat gets one to wear when those who have two share.
Good news worth rejoicing-soldiers don't extort by threats or false accusation.
Good news that renews with its love-the Lord is near.
So with lanterns trimmed and ready,
we sing aloud and greet the new day,
worshipping the God of our salvation
who crowns us with light,
as we praise the Blessed Trinity,
who brings us through the darkest night into glory.

Hymn

Awake! Awake, and great the new morn

Litany
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the
Lord.

For the peace of the whole world, let us pray to the Lord.

For the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let
us pray to the Lord.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord.

3

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.

Hymn of Praise

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Old Testament Reading

Zephaniah 3:14-20

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with
all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away
the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies. The
king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no
more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion;
do not let your hands grow weak. The LORD, your God, is in your
midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with
gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with
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loud singing as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you,
so that you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your
oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the
outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all
the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I
gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the
peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,
says the LORD.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Reading
Antiphon

Isaiah 12:2-6
Surely it is God who saves me

With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.
And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD,
call on God’s name;
make known God’s deeds among the nations;
proclaim that this name be exalted.
Sing praises to the LORD, who has done gloriously;
let this be known in all the earth.
Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.
Antiphon

Surely it is God who saves me
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Epistle Reading

Philippians 4:4-7

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God,
the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding,
all understanding
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Alleluia

Gospel Reading
The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 3.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 3:7-18

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves,
“We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’
And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he
said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who
has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.’ Even taxcollectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what
should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount
prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should
we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by
threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning
6

in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah,
John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but
one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie
the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshingfloor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will
burn with unquenchable fire.’
So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to
the people.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
Sermon
Hymn

Rejoice, rejoice believers
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Passing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Gathering of Gifts Keep your lamps trimmed and burning
African-American spiritual

Choir

1. Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, (3x) the time is drawing nigh.
2. Darker midnight lies before us.
Refrain: Children don't grow weary, (3x) till the work is done.
3. Lo, the morning soon is breaking.
4. Christian, journey soon be over.
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Offertory

In the beginning

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Since you are the God of our salvation,
teach us to trust you with all our heart and strength and mind,
so we learn not to be afraid,
but leave behind the anxious conniving,
and endless striving to prove ourselves.
We bless you for your word,
a light in the darkness,
that reminds us again and again of your steadfast love.
We sing, and in the singing, grumbling steps aside,
that we might rejoice.
We bathe in the waters of baptism
wet with the cooling surprise:
Even though death is at hand, we remain alive. The Lord is near.
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We rise up with voices clear and strong.
We give you thanks, God our strength, our might.
We call upon your name.
We make known your deeds among the nations.
We proclaim that your name is exalted.
We let it be known in all the earth
wherever food is shared with the hungry,
the Lord is near.
Wherever coats are offered to those in the cold,
the Lord is near.
Wherever someone in distress feels their pain is heard,
the Lord is near.
Wherever soldiers put down their arms, and financiers seek a more
just world,
the Lord is near.
Wherever the people are filled with expectation rather than fraught
with revenge,
the Lord is near.
We sing praises to you and shout aloud,
great is your presence in our midst,
Royal One of Jesse's line.
Holy One, defining what it means to be truly human,
Blessed One, dwelling in our midst, Jesus Christ.
In this outcast time, when uncertainty rises exponentially,
as if it, too, were a communicable virus,
we make our requests known.
Like the light of a lantern soothing the night,
your peace guards our hearts from despair,
our minds from folly.
Your peace comes,
like a flickering in the wind,
surpassing understanding,
and with spirits quieted, we rejoice.
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements and Welcoming Visitors
Closing Song

Ososo
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Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Sending Song

In the Lord, rejoice, rejoice
Filipino folk melody, arranged by I-to Loh
English words based on Philippians 4:4-7 by Terry MacArthur

In the Lord rejoice, rejoice. Once again I say rejoice.
With rejoicing in our voice, worries wane, and fears subside.
With a gentleness writ wide we proclaim the Lord is nigh.
Trusting Christ, we leave our cares.
We dance joy like those who dare living peace, though ill defined,
far surpassing human mind,
Since the love of Christ comes near, we rejoice with grateful cheer.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today: Online Annual Assembly at 13h15
Our annual year-end assembly will be held online using Zoom at 13h15 today.
We have a simple but important agenda, including voting on a budget for 2022
and appointing a new nominations committee. Members should plan to attend!
If you haven’t yet registered, it’s possible to do so up until Sunday at 12h45 by
sending an email to Andy Willis: elcg.pastor@gmail.com.

Christmas Worship Services
Friday, 24 December
Christmas Eve candlelight services
15h00, 17h00 or 19h00
Saturday, 25 December
Christmas Day worship, 11h00
Sunday 26 December
Worship on the First Sunday of Christmas, 11h00

Christmas Caroling
Terry will go caroling outside two more times this third week of Advent and
would love to have people join him. Then on Sunday, 19 December at 17h00,
we will team up with people from the German-Speaking Congregation to sing
in the Old Town.
You are not expected to join all of these events – choose what works for you.
Terry will bring some song sheets so we have some words. Depending on
conditions, we will sing for around 30 minutes and then off we’ll go with the
songs of Christmas in our heads. Children, long-lost friends, a stranger or two,
are all welcome. If the weather is bad, we will cancel and will send out an
advisory.
Monday 13 December at 18h00, in front of a member’s apartment in
Lancy: Chemin des Semailles 9B, 1212 Lancy
Wednesday 15 December at 18h00, in front of the AGORA residence in
Vernier: Chemin de Poussy 1, 1214 Vernier
Sunday 19 December at 17h00, outside our church: Place du Bourg-deFour
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Christmas Tree Decorating in the Sanctuary next Sunday, 19 December
Following worship next Sunday, our congregation will decorate the sanctuary
Christmas tree. All are welcome to join in helping prepare our worship space
for Christmas.

Weekly Worship – Up to 50 Each Sunday, Covid Pass Required
Due to the rising number of Covid cases at the moment, our congregation is
now limiting in-person worship attendance to 50 each week. A Covid pass is
required for each person attending (16 years and over), and masks must be
worn at all times in the building.
Please be sure to sign up for worship when you're intending to come. You can
sign up by visiting our website and clicking on “Worship Options”:
https://genevalutheran.church
If you sign up and then realize you won’t make it to church, please remove your name
from the list by 9h00 Sunday to make room for others to attend.

Worship this Advent
The season of Advent is a time when worship happens during the week at
home as much as during services at church. If you have not yet already done
so, you might find a small branch that could be part of your table at home this
season—either alongside or in place of a traditional Advent wreath. This could
then become a center for your daily devotions.
We are also working with lanterns in worship. In the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle
we will be praying for countries in Asia, many of which have their own kind of
lanterns. We will be sharing patterns for lantern-making at home which might
then join the branches as a means of inviting your Advent prayers.

Sign Up to Assist in Leading Worship
A number of volunteers are needed in our worship service each week—reading
scripture, leading prayers, welcoming worshippers, preparing and serving
Communion. How might you serve in an upcoming worship service? You can
sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the
church office with any questions.

An Update from Our Treasurer
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Thank you for your continued support of our church ministries. During the month of
December, our total undesignated income stands at a total of 278,833.39CHF. This
means we need around 43,230CHF in December to meet our budget goal. Although
December has traditionally been a strong giving month for our congregation, we can
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only make our target budget working together. We thank you for your continued and
gracious giving throughout this challenging year.
Thank you and God bless,
Samuel Mungure

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

Choir Rehearsal – Thursdays at 19h30
Choir rehearsals take place on Thursdays at 19h30 with Regine Kummer.
Everyone who enjoys singing is welcome to join—no previous experience
necessary! Please note that masks will be required. Come and sing!
To help Regine know how to plan, please indicate which rehearsals and
worship services you will participate in by signing up here:
https://signup.zone/mJbtE3dPymSwuQbNJ.

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
The online Centering Prayer group meets via Zoom on Thursdays at 12h00.
Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group
setting. More details about Centering Prayer are here:
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/

Andy Willis on Sick Leave
Andy Willis is currently on sick leave after testing positive for Covid on 9
December. He will possibly work from home some during the coming week
and hopes to fully return to work when his quarantine is over.
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This Week’s Schedule:
Monday, 13 Dec.
18h00
Wednesday, 15 Dec. 18h00
Thursday, 16 Dec. 12h00
19h30
Sunday, 19 Dec.
10h00
11h00

Caroling at a member’s home in Lancy
Caroling at AGORA residence, Vernier
Centering Prayer*
Choir practice
Church school*
Worship on the Fourth Sunday of
Advent
17h00 Caroling in front of the church

* denotes online-only activities

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account.
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the

connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions
you might have about our congregation.
ELCG Connection Card
Name
Phone
Email
Comments
New to Geneva? Y/N

Date
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