EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
CHRISTMAS DAY

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
25 DECEMBER 2021

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a home away-from-home, with people from different places
becoming sisters and brothers in Christ.
Our members come from 40 countries and six continents. Some are in Geneva for
decades, others for only a few months. All help the parish to be a community of
shared beliefs, experiences and concerns. Opportunities for fellowship, spiritual
growth and recreation bring families, friends and acquaintances together. Such
bonds are precious in a city of so many welcomes and farewells.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if
you have been here before and would like to know
more about our community, please fill out a
connection card. You can scan this QR code to
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering
basket or give it to one of the ushers.
We are glad you are here this morning—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Reader: Maryssa Camaddo
Prayer leader: Rena Igarashi
Ushers: Seng Ra Marit
Flowers: Maryssa Camaddo
Offering counters: Johnny Camaddo, Tom Taylor
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
Christmas Day + 25 December 2021
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: China, Hong Kong, Macau

Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Opening Words
Grace and truth beckon to us,
like lanterns in the dark.
The truth of Christmas cannot be silenced.
Love is stronger than evil.
Grace arises on the cries of a new-born.
We are not left alone amidst the ruins of what might have been.
The word became flesh and lived among us.
We have seen his glory.
So we rejoice and sing with heart and soul and voice.
Christ was born to save.

Hymn

Good Christian friends, rejoice

Kyrie
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Hymn of Praise

Angels from the realms of glory
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news,
who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see
the return of the Lord to Zion.
Break forth together into singing,
you ruins of Jerusalem;
for the Lord has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
The Lord has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations;
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 98
O sing to the Lord a new song,
for God has done marvelous things.
God’s right hand and holy arm have given God the victory.
The Lord has made known God’s victory;
and has revealed God’s vindication in the sight of the nations.
God has remembered having steadfast love and faithfulness
to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
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Antiphon

O come, all ye faithful

verse 1

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises.
Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,
with the lyre and the sound of melody.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
make a joyful noise before the Ruler, the Lord.
Antiphon

O come, all ye faithful

verse 2

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
the world and those who live in it.
Let the floods clap their hands;
let the hills sing together for joy at the presence of the Lord,
for God is coming to judge the earth.
God will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with equity.
Antiphon

O come, all ye faithful
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verse 3

Epistle Reading

Hebrews 1:1-12

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by
the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a
Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also
created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact
imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his
powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more
excellent than theirs.
For to which of the angels did God ever say,
‘You are my Son;
today I have begotten you’?
Or again,
‘I will be his Father,
and he will be my Son’?
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
‘Let all God’s angels worship him.’
Of the angels he says,
‘He makes his angels winds,
and his servants flames of fire.’
But of the Son he says,
‘Your throne, O God, is for ever and ever,
and the righteous sceptre is the sceptre of your kingdom.
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has anointed you
with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.’
And,
‘In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth,
and the heavens are the work of your hands;
they will perish, but you remain;
they will all wear out like clothing;
like a cloak you will roll them up,
and like clothing they will be changed.
But you are the same,
and your years will never end.’
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation Let our gladness have no end

Gospel Reading

verses 1 and 2

John 1:1-14

The Gospel according to John, chapter 1.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as
a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.
He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him;
yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and
his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God,
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will
of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Gospel Acclamation Let our gladness have no end
Sermon
Hymn

verses 3 and 4
Andy Willis

Sing a different song

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
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of one being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
God in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Passing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Gathering of Gifts
Iesu umaretamo
Japanese and Music by Tomoko Sakurai Masur

Choir

Jesus is born in a manger, and the angels sing. Jesus is the Son of God.
Shepherds come and give honor, looking at the star. Jesus is the Son of God.
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Offertory

’Twas in the moon of wintertime

10

Prayer of Thanksgiving
You are our song, God doing marvelous things.
In you, goodness becomes our purpose, and love our delight.
Your vindication is made known in the sight of all the nations.
When we forget justice and forgo peace,
keep on insisting until all the ends of the earth come round right.
With a joyful noise, make your will be made known in us,
so songs rise even if our spirits be weak,
and we find ourselves singing praises.
Even if we are lacking lyres or horns,
trumpet in us the good news of your coming.
The sea is roaring, so that floods are clapping away homes.
The hills lose their hold, slipping toward the valleys.
The glaciers melt; the waters rise with the temperature.
Throw down the mighty from their palaces
so that the poor might be lifted up,
and those without a home find safety.
Come into our midst like a word of truth and grace,
so we see your glory and honor your name.
Judge us,
and in your judgment show us the path ahead,
leading us with your light,
turning us toward life in Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer

In our many languages

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
Christmas Carols upon Request
Sending Prayer
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Benediction
Announcements and Welcoming Visitors
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Sending Song

Jesus, Jesus, oh, what a wonderful child
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Weekly Worship – Up to 50 Each Sunday, Covid Pass Required
At the moment, the sanctuary can accommodate up to 50 people at a time. A
Covid pass is required for each person attending (age 16 and over), and masks
must be worn at all times in the building (age 8 and over).
Please be sure to sign up for worship when you're intending to come. You can
sign up by visiting our website and clicking on “Worship Options”:
https://genevalutheran.church
If you sign up and then realize you won’t make it to church, please remove your name
from the list by 9h00 Sunday to make room for others to attend.

Sandwiches for the Soup Kitchen – 10 January
On one day each month, our congregation prepares 200 sandwiches for the
Jardin Montbillant soup kitchen. Our next date to service is Monday, 10
January, and we are looking for 10 households who can each prepare 20
sandwiches. Might you be able to help? Contact the church office or Christoph
and Elisabeth Benn: chriselis_benn@bluewin.ch.

Office Closed During the Holidays
Donna Phillips will be on vacation until 11 January. The office will be closed
during this time but email and phone messages will be checked regularly. If
you have a message of an urgent nature, please contact Pastor Andy directly at
079 544 70 12.

Cover image:
JESUS MAFA. Virgin and Child, from Art in the Christian Tradition,
a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=48380

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine / CH-1204 Geneva, Switzerland
www.genevalutheran.church
office@genevalutheran.ch + 022 310 50 89 + pastor@genevalutheran.ch
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This Week’s Schedule:
Sunday, 26 Dec.
Sunday, 2 January

11h00 Worship on the First Sunday after
Christmas, Rev. Dr. Elaine Neuenfeldt
preaching
11h00 Worship on the Sunday of the Epiphany,
Rev. Sarah Stephens preaching

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account.
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions
you might have about our congregation.
ELCG Connection Card
Name
Phone
Email
Comments
New to Geneva? Y/N

Date
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