EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
7 NOVEMBER 2021

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a home away-from-home, with people from different places
becoming sisters and brothers in Christ.
Our members come from 40 countries and six continents. Some are in Geneva for
decades, others for only a few months. All help the parish to be a community of
shared beliefs, experiences and concerns. Opportunities for fellowship, spiritual
growth and recreation bring families, friends and acquaintances together. Such
bonds are precious in a city of so many welcomes and farewells.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if
you have been here before and would like to know
more about our community, please fill out a
connection card. You can scan this QR code to
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering
basket or give it to one of the ushers.
We are glad you are here today—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Reader: Marc de Chassey
Prayer leader: Jonathan Frerichs
Altar care: Fulata Moyo
Ushers: Dave Lyon, Valerie Marinoni,
Flowers: Maureen Gumbe
Offering counters: Johnny Camaddo, Ngoni Hove
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost + 7 November 2021
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Oceania
American Samoa, Cook Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia (Maohi Nui),
Kanaky, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Niue, Palau,
Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu

Welcome
Prelude

Sanctus
by Rihards Dubra (Latvia)

Opening Words
With the widows who gave all they had,
with the prophets whose words could assure the poor
and rattle the powerful,
with the faithful who used simple yet profound love
to serve others in Christ's name,
with the unafraid who dared to follow Christ's way,
we join a blessed communion, fellowship divine,
in which those who feebly struggle and those who shine
join in singing to the glory of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Choir

Hymn

For all the saints
During the last verse, the children gather around the font.

Thanksgiving for Baptism, Using Psalm 146
Praise the Lord.
Praise the Lord, O my soul.
I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will praise the Lord through my life,
I will praise the Lord during my life,
I will praise the Lord with my life.
(all possible translations of the Hebrew into English)

I will sing.
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I will sing
praises to my God all my life long.
Do not put your trust in princes,
in mortals, in whom there is no help.
When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
on that very day their plans perish.
Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD their God,
who made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that is in them;
who keeps faith
forever;
who executes justice for the oppressed
forever,
who gives food to the hungry
forever,
who sets the prisoners free
forever,
who opens the eyes of the blind
forever,
who lifts up those who are bowed down
forever,
who loves the righteous
forever,
who watches over the strangers,
upholds the orphan and the widow,
forever,
but the way of the wicked God brings to ruin.
The LORD will reign
forever,
your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Forever.
Praise the LORD!
Forever.
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Hymn of Praise

Mi pela i bung

Old Testament Reading

1 Kings 17:8-16

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, ‘Go now to
Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have
commanded a widow there to feed you.’ So he set out and went to
Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was
there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, ‘Bring me a little
water in a vessel, so that I may drink.’ As she was going to bring it,
he called to her and said, ‘Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.’
But she said, ‘As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked,
only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now
gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for
myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.’ Elijah said to her,
‘Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a
little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something
for yourself and your son. For thus says the Lord the God of Israel:
The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail
4

until the day that the Lord sends rain on the earth.’ She went and did
as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for
many days. The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of
oil fail, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia

Gospel Reading

Mark 12:38-44

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 12
Glory to you, O Lord.
As [Jesus] taught, he said, ‘Beware of the scribes, who like to walk
around in long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of
honor at banquets! They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of
appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater
condemnation.’ He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the
crowd putting money into the treasury. Many rich people put in
large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins,
which are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said to
them, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all
those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have
contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has
put in everything she had, all she had to live on.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
Sermon

Andy Willis
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Hymn
What gift can we bring
As we sing, you are invited to come to the altar and light a candle in memory of
one or more of the saints, faithful people who have shown the way for you.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven.
He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Passing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Announcements
Gathering of Gifts
Mwamba, Mwamba
Swahili, Luganda
sung by Arnold Sawai, Bernard Mushi, Godson Mushi,
Magar Emmanuel Yayoune
Mwamba mwamba, mwamba mwamba.
Mwamba mwamba, Yesu ndiye mwamba
Chorus: Yesu ndiye (mwamba), Yesu ndiye (mwamba)
The solid rock, Jesus is the solid rock.
Offering

Thank you, Lord
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Preface
Sanctus
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Eucharistic Prayer
Words of Institution
Remembering
In a mere crumb of bread, we see the body of Christ.
In a drop of wine, we see the surge of life
as we remember Christ, his teaching, his giving of himself, his rising.
We proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Prayer to the Holy Spirit
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

9

Agnus Dei

Jesus, Lamb of God
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Communion
Please take a small cup of either wine or grape juice, and then gather around the
altar, keeping some distance from others. You will receive the bread from the
pastor or communion assistant and will then be invited to drink the wine or juice
from your cup. After communing, return the empty glass to the basket provided
and return to your seat.
Songs during Communion
Eat this bread

May we see Christ's loving face
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You satisfy the hungry heart

Sending Prayer
Benediction
Welcoming Visitors
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

12

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Last Call – Please Submit Your Estimate of Giving for 2022
Every autumn, members of the congregation are asked to reflect on how we
will each support the church with our time, talents, and money in the year
ahead. These offerings are all essential to our congregation’s ministry.
Over the past Sundays in worship, we’ve heard about three particular
opportunities to serve, and we are still looking for 5-8 people to join the
outreach team, 8 people to join the children's ministry team, and 3-6 people to
join the fellowship team. There are lots more ways to serve, of course, and
there are two ways to complete your giving forms this year: you can complete
them online, or you can complete paper forms and send them by post or email
to the church office. You'll find links to both options here:
https://genevalutheran.church/2022-giving/
Please submit your giving forms as soon as possible.
Thank you for your generosity and your part in our congregation’s life!

Weekly Worship – Up to 75 Each Sunday, Covid Pass Required
Our Congregation Council has now voted to raise the maximum number of
worshippers in the sanctuary to 75 each Sunday. With this many in the room,
a Covid pass is required for each person attending (16 years and over). We will
still wear masks at all times in the building.
Please be sure to sign up for worship when you're intending to come. You can
sign up by visiting our website and clicking on “Worship Options”:
https://genevalutheran.church
If you sign up and then realize you won’t make it to church, please remove your name
from the list by 9h00 Sunday to make room for others to attend.

Sign Up to Assist in Leading Worship
A number of volunteers are needed in our worship service each week—reading
scripture, leading prayers, welcoming worshippers, preparing and serving
Communion. How might you serve in an upcoming worship service? You can
sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the
church office with any questions.

Church School to Resume next Sunday
Church school took its once-a-month break today to give families an
opportunity to attend worship together in the sanctuary. Next week it will
resume online from 10h until 10h45 as usual.
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This Year’s Harvest Fundraiser
Every autumn, our congregation selects one or more outside projects to
support—an opportunity to give back generously as a community. Many years
we raise funds through a Harvest Festival; this year we are not planning a
festival but rather simply inviting everyone to give.
We’ve selected two wonderful projects to support:
• Mekane Yesus Seminary – Following a devastating flood this past
summer, the seminary in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia is collecting funds to
rebuild their campus.
• Seeds for Solution – The Lutheran World Federation runs this project
in Chad, providing agricultural assistance and training to refugees and
host communities.
Information on how to support these important projects will follow in the coming week.

An Update from Our Treasurer
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Greetings, we hope that you and your families are all doing well. Firstly thank you for
your continued support of our church and its ministries. As we begin the last stretch of
the year, it is important to provide you all with an update of our financial position. As of
the 31st October, the total undesignated income was 255,543.95CHF. This is
12,842CHF behind where we had budgeted to be by the end of October (268,386CHF).
This means that going into November and December (which are normally strong giving
months) we will need to raise the amount of 66,519CHF (roughly 33,000CHF a month)
in order to reach our targeted budget amount. We thank you for your continued and
gracious giving throughout this challenging year.
Thank you and God bless,
Samuel Mungure

Choir Rehearsal – Thursdays at 19h30
Choir rehearsals take place on Thursdays at 19h30 with Regine Kummer.
Everyone who enjoys singing is welcome to join—no previous experience
necessary! Please note that masks will be required. Come and sing!
To help Regine know how to plan, please indicate which rehearsals and
worship services you will participate in by signing up here:
https://signup.zone/mJbtE3dPymSwuQbNJ.
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Extra Reading Glasses?
Do you have any non-used reading glasses in your drawers at home? Seng Ra
wants to send them to her country, Myanmar, as she knows people who can
distribute them to the those who need glasses but cannot afford them. If you
have any, please bring them to the church by 7 November. There will be a box
designated for the reading glasses.

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
The online Centering Prayer group meets via Zoom on Thursdays at 12h00.
Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group
setting. More details about Centering Prayer are here:
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

Cover image:
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Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine / CH-1204 Geneva, Switzerland
www.genevalutheran.church
office@genevalutheran.ch + 022 310 50 89 + pastor@genevalutheran.ch
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This Week’s Schedule:
Tuesday, 9 Nov.
12h00
Thursday, 11 Nov. 12h00
19h30
Sunday, 14 Nov.
10h00
11h00

Sharing group meeting
Centering Prayer*
Choir practice
Church school*
Worship on the Twenty-Fifth Sunday
after Pentecost

* denotes online-only activities

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account.
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions
you might have about our congregation.
ELCG Connection Card
Name
Phone
Email
Comments
New to Geneva? Y/N

Date
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