EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
28 NOVEMBER 2021

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are followers of Jesus, seeking God’s justice, peace, and grace in
personal and common witness.
Our hope each Sunday is to go out of God’s house with good courage into our
diverse jobs and obligations—with family, civil society, government, business and
education. We pray for the peace and well-being of all peoples. The Gospel calls us
wherever we are to use our time and talents for others and for the common good.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if
you have been here before and would like to know
more about our community, please fill out a
connection card. You can scan this QR code to
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering
basket or give it to one of the ushers.
We are glad you are here today—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Assisting minister: Marc de Chassey
Reader: Natalie Rimmer
Prayer leader: Sivin Kit
Altar care: Marina Dölker
Ushers: Christoph Benn, Dirk Lange
Flowers: Maryssa Camaddo
Offering counters: Christian Hohl, Tom Taylor
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
First Sunday of Advent + 28 November 2021
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Brunei, Malaysia, Singapore
Baptism of Bastian Breidy
Welcome
Prelude
Opening Words

Regine Kummer
Psalm 93

Even though the branch looks dead,
cells within it wait the moment to root and grow.
Even when the spirit seems sour,
a song awaits to spring forth, dancing its grace.
Even if we lose our bearings, we worship the One who is truth,
who will teach us,
the One who is the way,
who will lead us,
the One who is life,
who sets us free to love, for love.
We honor the Blessed Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
now and ever more.

Hymn

Lo, how a rose e'er blooming
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Litany
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Sung Response

Kyrie eleison

For the peace from above and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Sung Response

Kyrie eleison

For the peace of the whole world, let us pray to the Lord.
Sung Response

Kyrie eleison

For the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.
Sung Response

Kyrie eleison

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Sung Response

Kyrie eleison

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
Sung Response

Kyrie eleison
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Hymn of Praise Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Old Testament Reading

Read in French

Jeremiah 33:14-16

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In
those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring
up for David. . .
Sung Response

O come, thou Branch of Jesse
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. . . and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And
this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our
righteousness.”
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
from Psalm 25
To you, O Lord,
I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust;
do not let me be put to shame.
Make me to know your ways, O Lord;
teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth, and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long.
Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord,
and of your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.
Good and upright is the Lord;
therefore God instructs sinners in the way.
All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep God’s covenant and decrees.
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Epistle reading

Read in Arabic

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that
we feel before our God because of you? Night and day we pray most
earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is
lacking in your faith. Now may our God and Father himself and
our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the Lord make you
increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we
abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in
holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the
coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia

Gospel Reading

Luke 21:25-36

The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 21.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said,] "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars,
and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of
the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of
what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with
power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place,
stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing
near."
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Sung response

O come, thou Branch of Jesse

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees;
as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know
that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things
taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell
you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away.
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day
catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who
live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that
you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
Sermon

Andy Willis
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Hymn

With joy draw water

Baptism of Bastian Breidy
Introduction and Presentation
The Renunciations
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.
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The Apostle’s Creed
You can answer the questions in your own language.
Do you believe in God, the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven.
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Thanksgiving at the Font
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Baptism
The Laying on of Hands
Sign of the Cross
Presentation of a Candle
Welcome
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Sung Response

Thank you, Lord

Prayers of Intercession
Sung Response

Lord, have mercy

Passing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Announcements
Gathering of Gifts

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Arranged by Zoltán Kodály, Hungary

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;
O Sun of justice, now draw near.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadow put to flight.
O come, O Come, O Lord of might,
as to your tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times you gave the law
in cloud, and majesty, and awe.
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Choir

Offertory

Of the Father's love begotten

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Preface
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Sanctus

Eucharistic Prayer
Words of Institution
Remembering
Because at this table we remember Christ, all are welcome.
This bread becomes for us Christ's body.
This wine becomes Christ's blood,
poured out in love for us, and for the whole world.
We proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Prayer to the Holy Spirit
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
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Agnus Dei

Communion
Please take a small cup of either wine or grape juice, and then gather around the
altar, keeping some distance from others. You will receive the bread from the
pastor or communion assistant and will then be invited to drink the wine or juice
from your cup. After communing, return the empty glass to the basket provided
and return to your seat.
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Songs during Communion

Advent litany
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Ososo, ososo
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Soon and very soon

Sending Prayer
Benediction

May the love of the Lord rest upon your soul
Lim Swee Hong, Singapore

Welcoming Visitors
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to the Season of Advent
Today marks the start of Advent, the first season of the church year. It’s a time
when worship happens during the week at home as much as during services at
church. If you have not yet already done so, you might find a small branch that
could be part of your table at home this season—either alongside or in place of
a traditional Advent wreath (you will also need four candles of any color).
During Advent this would become a center for your daily devotions.
The first week will focus on branches, and for the following weeks we will be
working with lanterns. In the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle we will be praying for
countries in Asia, many of which have their own kind of lanterns. We have
patterns for lantern-making at home that we will share with you later. These
might then join the branches as a means of inviting your Advent prayers.

Weekly Worship – Up to 75 Each Sunday, Covid Pass Required
Our Congregation Council has now voted to raise the maximum number of
worshippers in the sanctuary to 75 each Sunday. With this many in the room,
a Covid pass is required for each person attending (16 years and over). We will
still wear masks at all times in the building.
Please be sure to sign up for worship when you're intending to come. You can
sign up by visiting our website and clicking on “Worship Options”:
https://genevalutheran.church
If you sign up and then realize you won’t make it to church, please remove your name
from the list by 9h00 Sunday to make room for others to attend.

Thank You!
One week ago, the Congregation Council shared that the total amount pledged
for 2022 was somewhat lower than in recent years. The church received a
number of additional financial pledges over the past week, and we are now in a
situation much closer to recent years. A big thanks to all who have made a
pledge for the coming year—this helps the Congregation Council immensely in
our preparation of next year’s budget.

Ecumenical Worship Service this Evening – Jazz Carols
This evening there will be an ecumenical Christmas worship service held at
the Temple de la Madeleine at 18h30, featuring jazz carols. All are welcome
to join, though registration is mandatory. You’ll find all the details here:
https://epg.ch/celebration-oecumenique-de-noel-jazz-carols-28-novembre-2021/
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Harvest Fundraiser Ends Today
Over the past Sundays in worship, we've heard presentations on the two
important Harvest projects our congregation is supporting this season:
flood relief for Mekane Yesus Seminary in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and
support for refugees and host communities in Chad through Seeds for
Solutions.
We set a goal of raising Chf 10,000 in total this month (Chf 5,000 for each
project). As of Friday, we've raised nearly Chf 9,000. Today is the final day to
add your support to these important projects—either make a clearly-marked
cash contribution in this morning’s offering, or make a bank transfer to the
church's account. Be sure to indicate "Harvest" in the transfer. Thank you for
your generosity!
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

Choir Rehearsal – Thursdays at 19h30
Choir rehearsals take place on Thursdays at 19h30 with Regine Kummer.
Everyone who enjoys singing is welcome to join—no previous experience
necessary! Please note that masks will be required. Come and sing!
To help Regine know how to plan, please indicate which rehearsals and
worship services you will participate in by signing up here:
https://signup.zone/mJbtE3dPymSwuQbNJ.

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
The online Centering Prayer group meets via Zoom on Thursdays at 12h00.
Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group
setting. More details about Centering Prayer are here:
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/

Sign Up to Assist in Leading Worship
A number of volunteers are needed in our worship service each week—reading
scripture, leading prayers, welcoming worshippers, preparing and serving
Communion. How might you serve in an upcoming worship service? You can
sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the
church office with any questions.

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to
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our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

Christmas Caroling
As a community we have often gone to sing for those who can't come to
church. This is not the moment to sing in an enclosed space or perhaps even
enter an EMS, however, so we will attempt an idea much more informal.
Terry will go caroling four different times during the second and third weeks of
Advent and would love to have people join him. Then on Sunday, 19
December at 17h00, we will team up with people from the German-Speaking
Congregation to sing in the Old Town.
You are not expected to join all of these events – choose what works for you.
We will not do concerts. Terry will bring some song sheets so we have some
words. You might need a flashlight, or your phone for light. Depending on
conditions, we will sing for around 30 minutes and then off we’ll go with the
songs of Christmas in our heads. Children, long-lost friends, a stranger or two,
are all welcome. If the weather is bad, we will cancel and will send out an
advisory.
Each of the following will begin at 18h00:
Monday, 6 December, Agora (not yet confirmed)
There is a complex of buildings across the main highway from IKEA. We
will sing inside that complex (although still outside) near a Christmas tree.
It is close to Building A; bus 6 or 19, stop Vernier Gare/Croissette. It might
be a chance to try the Léman Express, which gets from Cornavin to Vernier
Gare in a zip. Then you will walk around to get to the front of IKEA.
Thursday, 9 December, Grand Saconnex
In front of the Migros, not far from the last stop of the 3 bus, Gardiol.
Monday 13 December
In the yard facing the apartment of May Chin Long, at chemin des
Semailles 9B, 1212 Genève.
Thursday 16 December, Bain des Pâquis
In front of the entrance. You might try the new bicycle path, or the 1 bus to
stop Navigation. It can also be a moment to take the little yellow boat,
La Mouette, across the lake.
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This Week’s Schedule:
Tuesday, 30 Nov.
Thursday, 2 Dec.
Sunday, 4 Dec.

19h00
12h00
19h30
10h00
11h00

ESC Congregation Council meeting
Centering Prayer*
Choir practice
Church school*
Worship on the Second Sunday of
Advent

* denotes online-only activities

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account.
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions
you might have about our congregation.
ELCG Connection Card
Name
Phone
Email
Comments
New to Geneva? Y/N

Date
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