EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
REIGN OF CHRIST SUNDAY

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
21 NOVEMBER 2021

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a congregation where music, liturgy, and prayer
reflect the richness of the global church.
We gather each week for worship that is both firmly rooted in the ancient forms
and traditions of Christian liturgy and attuned to contemporary concerns. We
encounter the good news of Jesus in scripture, in song, in the sacraments, and in
the gathered community. The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle shapes our weekly
worship, leading us to pray for and sing songs from different parts of the world.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if
you have been here before and would like to know
more about our community, please fill out a
connection card. You can scan this QR code to
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering
basket or give it to one of the ushers.
We are glad you are here today—welcome!

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Assisting minister: Laurel Borisenko
Reader: Miriam Deffenbaugh
Prayer leader: Bismark Sitorus
Altar care: Fulata Moyo
Ushers: Aleida Auld, Hiromi Yano
Flowers: Nyambur Njoroge
Offering counters: Ralston Deffenbaugh, Ngoni Hove
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
Last Sunday after Pentecost + 21 November, 2021
Reign of Christ
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: East Timor, Indonesia, Philippines
Baptism of Nicolas Melana
Welcome
Prelude

Wachet Auf
J. S. Bach BWV 140

Regine Kummer

Wake, awake for night is flying,
the watchmen on the heights are crying; awake, Jerusalem, at last.
Midnight hears the welcome voices,
and at the thrilling cry rejoices: "Come forth, you maidens! Night is past.
The bridegroom comes! Awake; your lamps with gladness take!"
Alleluia! Prepare yourselves to meet the Lord,
whose light has stirred the waiting guard.
Opening Words
The Lord reigns and is robed in majesty;
the Lord is robed and girded with strength.
The Lord has established the world;
it shall never be moved;
your throne is established from of old;
you are from everlasting.
The floods have lifted up,
O Lord, the floods have lifted up their voice;
the floods lift up their roaring.

Psalm 93

More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters,
more majestic than the waves of the sea, majestic on high is the Lord!
Your decrees are very sure;
holiness befits your house, O Lord, forevermore.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.
Hymn

Rejoice, give thanks and sing
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Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Gracious God,
when our hearts stay downcast,
and our voices are lost to grumbling and grievance,
turn us toward thanksgiving and hope.
Sung Kyrie

Moran ethra/Lord have mercy

When we fail at love and succumb to fear,
forgive us and lead us back to you.
Sung Kyrie

Moran ethra/Lord have mercy

When we are trapped in ourselves,
so we no longer see the possibilities for mercy
or the avenues of grace,
open our hearts to your spirit.
Sung Kyrie

Moran ethra/Lord have mercy

Words of Grace
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Hymn of Praise

Mi pela i bung

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Epistle Reading

Revelation 1:4b-8

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to
come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from
Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the
ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us
from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests
serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever
and ever. Amen. Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will
see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the
tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. "I am the Alpha
and the Omega," says the Lord God, who is and who was and who
is to come, the Almighty.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia

Gospel Reading

Read in Arabic

John 18:33-37

The Gospel according to John, chapter 18:
Glory to you, O Lord.
Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and
asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do
you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate
replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief
priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were
from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from
being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from
here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You
say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth
listens to my voice.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
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Sermon
Hymn

Andy Willis
O Holy Spirit, come

Baptism of Nicolas Melana
Introduction and Presentation
The Renunciations
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.
The Apostle’s Creed
You can answer the questions in your own language.
Do you believe in God, the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
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Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven.
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Thanksgiving at the Font
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
We give you thanks . . . .
Baptism
The Laying on of Hands
Sign of the Cross
Presentation of a Candle
Welcome
Sung Response
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Prayers of Intercession
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Passing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Announcements
Introduction of Harvest Project
Gathering of Gifts

Gloria sei dir gesungen
J.S. Bach

Gloria sei dir gesungen,
mit Menschen—und englischen Zungen,
mit Harfen und mit Zimbeln schon.
Von zwölf Perlen sind die Pforten,
an deiner Stadt sind wir Konsorten
der Engel hoch um deine Thron.
Kein Aug’ hat je gespürt,
kein Ohr hat je gehört
solche Freude,
des jauchzen wir und singen dir
das Halleluja für und für.
Let Gloria be sung to You
with mortal and angelic tongues,
with harps and even with cymbals.
Of twelve pearls the portals are made,
In Your city we are companions
Of the angels high around Your throne.
No eye has ever perceived,
no ear has ever heard
such joy,
we rejoice and sing to you
the alleluia evermore.
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Choir

Offertory

Moma yensom no
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Preface
Sanctus
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Eucharistic Prayer
Words of Institution
Remembering
Because at this table we remember Christ, all are welcome.
This bread becomes for us Christ's body.
This wine becomes Christ's blood,
poured out in love for us, and for the whole world.
We proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Prayer to the Holy Spirit
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
Agnus Dei
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Communion
Please take a small cup of either wine or grape juice, and then gather around the
altar, keeping some distance from others. You will receive the bread from the
pastor or communion assistant and will then be invited to drink the wine or juice
from your cup. After communing, return the empty glass to the basket provided
and return to your seat.
Songs during Communion
May we see Christ's loving face
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Far beyond our mind's grasp

Sending Prayer
Benediction
Welcoming Visitors
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Weekly Worship – Up to 75 Each Sunday, Covid Pass Required
Our Congregation Council has now voted to raise the maximum number of
worshippers in the sanctuary to 75 each Sunday. With this many in the room,
a Covid pass is required for each person attending (16 years and over). We will
still wear masks at all times in the building.
Please be sure to sign up for worship when you're intending to come. You can
sign up by visiting our website and clicking on “Worship Options”:
https://genevalutheran.church
If you sign up and then realize you won’t make it to church, please remove your name
from the list by 9h00 Sunday to make room for others to attend.

Please Submit Your Estimate of Giving for 2022
Every autumn, members of the congregation are asked to reflect on how we
will each support the church with our time, talents, and money in the year
ahead. These offerings are all essential to our congregation’s ministry, and
there are two ways to complete your giving forms this year: you can complete
them online, or you can complete paper forms and send them by post or email
to the church office. You'll find links to both options here:
https://genevalutheran.church/2022-giving/
Please submit your giving forms as soon as possible.
Thank you for your generosity and your part in our congregation’s life!

6 Branch-Gathering Days until Advent
Advent is a time when worship happens during the week at home as much as
during services at church. So as you go on walks this week, you might be alert
to twigs or small branches that could form an un-green (but slightly more
ecological) Advent wreath. You would also need four candles of any color.
During Advent this would become a center for your daily devotions. The first
week will focus on branches, and for the following weeks we will be working
with lanterns. In the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle we will be praying for countries
in Asia, many of which have their own kind of lanterns. We have patterns for
lantern-making at home that we will share with you later. These might then
join the branches as a means of inviting your Advent prayers.
Starting with a “found” Advent center puts some attention on what we make
and create ourselves as a key factor in preparing for Christmas. Paying
attention to the climate crises means changing how we celebrate, but in the
process, we are invited to discover anew why and how we keep the feast.
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Harvest Fundraiser – Now through 28 November
Every autumn, our congregation selects one or more outside projects to support—an
opportunity to give back generously as a community. Many years we raise funds
through a Harvest Festival; this year we are not planning a festival but rather
simply inviting everyone to give. We have selected two important projects to
support—flood relief for Mekane Yesus Seminary (MYS) and Seeds for
Solutions. Today we are hearing a presentation on Seeds for Solutions.
Southern Chad currently hosts 116,000 Central African refugees as well as
70,000 Chadian returnees who fled violence in the Central African
Republic. Seeds for Solutions, a project run by the Lutheran World
Federation country program in Chad along with partner organizations,
empowers refugees, internally displaced people and host community
members to become self-reliant and improve their livelihood by working
together. This is done by securing access to farming land, teaching
agricultural techniques, providing seeds for crops and vaccinations for
animals, offering vocational training, and providing small loans to set up
viable and sustainable businesses.
The goal of the project is to support refugees and host communities to work
together and become self-reliant, so they do not depend on food
distribution.

Our goal is to raise Chf 5,000 for each project (Chf 10,000 in total). To make a
contribution, simply make an electronic bank transfer to the church’s account or
bring a cash donation to worship on an upcoming Sunday. If you’re making a
bank transfer, be sure to note “Harvest contribution” as part of the transfer.
Donations are being accepted from now through Sunday, 28 November.
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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An Update from Our Treasurer
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Greetings, we hope that you and your families are all doing well. Firstly thank you for
your continued support of our church and its ministries. As we begin the last stretch of
the year, it is important to provide you all with an update of our financial position. As of
the 31st October, the total undesignated income was 255,543.95CHF. This is
12,842CHF behind where we had budgeted to be by the end of October (268,386CHF).
This means that going into November and December (which are normally strong giving
months) we will need to raise the amount of 66,519CHF (roughly 33,000CHF a month)
in order to reach our targeted budget amount. We thank you for your continued and
gracious giving throughout this challenging year.
Thank you and God bless,
Samuel Mungure

Choir Rehearsal – Thursdays at 19h30
Choir rehearsals take place on Thursdays at 19h30 with Regine Kummer.
Everyone who enjoys singing is welcome to join—no previous experience
necessary! Please note that masks will be required. Come and sing!
To help Regine know how to plan, please indicate which rehearsals and
worship services you will participate in by signing up here:
https://signup.zone/mJbtE3dPymSwuQbNJ.

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
The online Centering Prayer group meets via Zoom on Thursdays at 12h00.
Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group
setting. More details about Centering Prayer are here:
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

Sign Up to Assist in Leading Worship
A number of volunteers are needed in our worship service each week—reading
scripture, leading prayers, welcoming worshippers, preparing and serving
Communion. How might you serve in an upcoming worship service? You can
sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the
church office with any questions.
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This Week’s Schedule:
Thursday, 25 Nov. 12h00
19h30
Sunday, 28 Nov.
10h00
11h00

Centering Prayer*
Choir practice
Church school*
Worship on the First Sunday of
Advent

* denotes online-only activities

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account.
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions
you might have about our congregation.
ELCG Connection Card
Name
Phone
Email
Comments
New to Geneva? Y/N

Date
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