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ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00 

 3 OCTOBER 2021  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are church with open arms, where each person is welcome  

in God’s all-inclusive love. 
Jesus shared God’s gracious love with all people, and we seek to follow this 
example. People of any economic status, marital or family situation, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, or ability are welcome to full participation in our 
congregation. We honor the unique gifts of each. 

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 
 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers.  
 

We are glad you are here today—welcome! 
 
 
We are celebrating Holy Communion this morning, and all are warmly 
welcome at the Lord’s table. We are currently asking that each person 
bring his/her own piece of bread; if you don’t have one with you this 
morning, the ushers have individual packets of crackers available. Wine 
or grape juice will be distributed at the altar. 
 
 
Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:  
Reader: Miriam Deffenbaugh 
Prayer leader: María Lucía Uribe Torres 
Altar care: Seng Ra Marit 
Usher: Hiromi Yano 
Musicians: Regine Kummer, Terry MacArthur 
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation 
Offering counters: Phyllis Brewah, Johnny Camaddo 
Videography: Ray Woodcock 
 
 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch  

 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 

 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost + 3 October, 2021 
   

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela 
 

Welcome 
 

Prelude  Regine Kummer 
 

Opening Words   
 

The first Sunday after Switzerland voted  
overwhelmingly supporting marriage for all, 
we hear biblical words sometimes put forward by those opposed. 
We listen for wisdom within the language often used to oppress. 
We gather to encourage one another,  
so we each grow into the image of God, 
to become the best person God would have us be, 
within all the mysteries of identity. 
We celebrate the Spirit in our spirits speaking, 
drawing us closer and closer to Jesus Christ, 
whose purpose shines before us, 
whose love is full of wonder, even glorious. 
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Hymn                      O how glorious, full of wonder 
During the hymn the children are invited to gather around the map in front. 

 

 

 

Psalm 8 
 

O LORD, our Sovereign,  
how majestic is your name in all the earth!    Children:   Wow! 
You have set your glory above the heavens.   Children:   Wow! 
Out of the mouths of babes and infants  
you have founded a bulwark because of your foes,  
to silence the enemy and the avenger. 
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When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,   Children:   Wow! 
the moon and the stars that you have established;  Children:   Wow! 
what are human beings that you are mindful of them?  Children:   Wow! 
mortals that you care for them?    Children:   Wow! 
Yet you have made them a little lower than God,  
and crowned them with glory and honor.  Children:   Wow! 
You have given them dominion over the works of your hands;  
Children:   Wow! 
you have put all things under their feet,  Children:   Wow! 
all sheep and oxen,   Children:   Wow! 
and also the beasts of the field,  Children:   Wow! 
the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,  
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.  Children:   Wow! 
O LORD, our Sovereign,  
how majestic is your name in all the earth!     
Children:   Wow! Wow! Wow! 

 

Call to Prayer     
  

Prayer of Confession 
 

How easy it is to miss out on love, 
merciful God, who would gather us within your arms. 
How quickly patience frays 
or gentleness evaporates in a surge of ambition. 
How often humility drowns in the passion that we are right.  
Forgive us all that does not originate in love, 
all that does not treat each person we encounter as formed in your image, 
all that does not honor you. 
 
We come before you just as we are. 
Ourselves we offer,  
fearful, wanting, hopeful, giving. 
Receive us and turn us,  
so within this, your community,  
we find the grace to become your family,  
sisters and brothers with each other, and all those in need, 
with our lives praising the name of your Beloved, Jesus Christ. 
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Sung Prayer of Confession   
Nos presentamos hoy ante ti 

 

 
 

Words of Assurance 
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Gloria 
 

      
 

Prayer of the Day  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 2:18-24 
 

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be 
alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.” So out of the ground 
the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the 
air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; 
and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its 
name. The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, 
and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found 
a helper as his partner. 

 

So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he 
slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 
And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into 
a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This at 
last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called 
Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.” Therefore a man leaves 
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his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become 
one flesh. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia 
 

 

 

Gospel Reading   Mark 10:2-16 
 

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 10. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a 
man to divorce his wife?” He answered them, “What did Moses 
command you?” They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a 
certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” But Jesus said to them, 
“Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for 
you. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and 
female.’ ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and 
be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they 
are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined 
together, let no one separate.” 

 

Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 
He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another 
commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her husband and 
marries another, she commits adultery.” 
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People were bringing little children to him in order that he might 
touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus 
saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children 
come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the 
kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive 
the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” And he took 
them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.                  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Alleluia 
 

Sermon           Andy Willis 
 

Hymn                                     Jesus loves me 
 

 
 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father and 
he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

Opportunities to Serve 
 

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors 
 

Dismissal of the Livestream 
 

The Gathering of Gifts             Ubi caritas Choir 
Music by Friedjan Deluz 

He grew up in the German-Speaking Congregation of the ELCG 
 

Ubi caritas et amor Deus ibe est. 
Where there is charity and love, God is there. 

 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

 
 

Preface 
 

Sanctus 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 
Words of Institution 
  

Remembering 
 

Although the kinds of bread are many, we remember that we eat 
together as the one body of Christ. Although we come to the table 
keeping distance, we drink from the cup of salvation.  
We proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit   
 

The Lord's Prayer  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei                            Cordero de Dios 
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Communion 
 

Songs during Communion     
Yo sé que estás aquí me Señor 
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Te exaltaré 
 

 
 
Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Church School to Resume next Sunday 
Church school took its once-a-month break today to give families an 
opportunity to attend worship together in the sanctuary. Next week it will 
resume online from 10h until 10h45 as usual.  
 
Serving at the Soup Kitchen Tomorrow – 4 October 
Tomorrow our congregation will supply 200 sandwiches to be distributed by 
the Jardin Montbrillant soup kitchen. Neighborhood Group D is in charge this 
month and may still need a couple more people to prepare 20 sandwiches and, 
if possible, bring them to the soup kitchen tomorrow morning. If you can help, 
please contact Corin this morning at corinjorgenson@gmail.com. 
 
Moving Sale 
The Nokos are downsizing and have a few items to sell, i.e. movable washing 
machine (for clothes), furniture, freezer, etc. All items are in good condition and 
must go by the 20th of October. If you are interested, please contact Gladys 
Noko at 022 788 81 38 or 078 802 49 60. 
 
Choir Rehearsal – Thursdays at 19h30 
Choir rehearsals have resumed on Thursdays at 19h30 with Regine Kummer. 
Everyone who enjoys singing is welcome to join—no previous experience 
necessary! Please note that masks will be required. Come and sing!  
 
Opportunity to Attend Worship in Person 
It is possible for up to 45 people to sign up to attend worship in the sanctuary 
each week, and those in attendance can sing. We still wear masks at all times, 
we still keep distance between family groups, and we still refrain from 
celebrating Communion indoors. Livestreaming will also continue for regular 
Sunday services. If you're ready to come back to the sanctuary and sing 
together, you are very welcome. Sign up here: 
https://genevalutheran.church/in-person-worship/ 
 
Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship 
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of 
intercession for an upcoming worship service? Prayers and scripture readings 
are all being done in-person these days (due to technical limitations, 
prerecording is no longer an option). You can sign up using the link in the 
church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the church office with any 
questions.  
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Doers of the Word – 
Opportunities to Volunteer in Our Church this Season 

 

Our congregation’s ministry is possible through members’ offerings of time, talents, and 
money. Over the coming weeks, the Congregation Council is going to be highlighting a 

few specific opportunities to get involved and volunteer your time and talents.  
This week’s featured opportunity is joining the Church school team. 

 

 

 

Church School Teachers 
 
 

“If you’re a teacher of Sunday school you are helping others to understand God.” 
“It is a happy place and I hope more people join. It’s really more than Awesome.” 

- Quotes from Church School Kids  
 
We are looking for 8 additional teachers and assistants to join our team of 
Church School teachers. 
 

When and where Church School meets: 
During this time of online Church School we have two classes (3-8 and 9+) 
who gather on Google Meets from 10:00 to 10:45 each Sunday. 
When we resume in-person class at Church we will return to three classes 
(3-5; 6-8; 9+ until confirmation class). 
 

Responsibilities and expectations: 
• Teach and/or assist for one school year (not during school holidays). 
• Join a class team and sign up to rotate (with a full team per class, you 

can expect to teach/assist about 1 in 3 Sundays each term). 
• Prepare lessons for a class of 5-10 children using our curriculum 

materials. Expect one hour of preparation for a 45-minute class. 
• Each adult will need to obtain child safety clearance which includes a 

video training and a police report. 
 

Support you will receive: 
• Access to our professional online curriculum, resources and lesson 

plans for each week, that you may adapt; 
• An introductory training with Chad & Natalie and other teachers to 

orient you to the curriculum and lectionary, provide pedagogical 
pointers for faith formation, and online tools and techniques; 

• Ongoing support from a great team of teachers & assistants. 
 

 
 
 

“It is so rewarding and fun. You might get a cameo in the nativity play...” -Teacher 
 

“Teaching church school has been a great way to get to know the incredible children 
and families in our church! As I teach the children, they show me so much about God’s 

love and grace.” -Teacher 
 

“Church school is much more fun than normal school even though it’s on Sundays.” -
Child 
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Church School is a fun, lively way to accompany our children as they grow 
in faith. See what teachers and children have to say: 

 
“It is so rewarding and fun. You might get a cameo in the nativity play...”  

-Teacher 
 

“Teaching church school has been a great way to get to know the incredible 
children and families in our church! As I teach the children, they show me so 

much about God’s love and grace.”  
-Teacher 

 
“Church school is much more fun than normal school even though  

it’s on Sundays.”  
-Child 

 
“I like being connected with the other children in church and seeing them 

frequently even if it is on video for the moment.”  
-Child 

 
“It helps me learn more about God and Jesus and the Holy Spirit!”  

-Child 
 

“You get to see people you haven’t seen for a long time.”  
-Child 

 
“The teaching teams are so supportive and helpful working together.”  

-Teacher 
 
How can I sign up to serve? 
In mid-October, all members will be invited to indicate how we can offer 
our time and talents in the coming year—you can sign up then. 
 
 

Please think about whether you might be part of this team  
in the coming year! 
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“Voices of Faith” Devotions Booklet Available 
During this past summer, a number of members of the congregation contributed 
to a devotional series drawing on voices of faith that offer wisdom and insight 
for our spiritual journey. We have compiled these devotions into a printed 
format. If you prefer paging through actual books, feel free to pick up a copy 
today. The complete set in digital format continues to be available on our 
website: http://genevalutheran.church. 
 
Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00 

The online Centering Prayer group will resume meeting via Zoom this 
Thursday, 5 August at 12h00. Here’s the link to join: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012 
 

Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group 
setting. More details about Centering Prayer are here: 
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/ 
 
Andy Willis out of Town this Week 
From Monday-Thursday this week, Andy Willis will be out of town attending 
a conference. For pastoral concerns during this time, please contact Terry 
MacArthur: 079 652 32 96. 
 
Thank You for Your Generosity 
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our 
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of 
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to 
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Thursday, 7 Oct. 12h00 Centering Prayer* 
     19h30 Choir practice 
Sunday, 10 Oct. 10h00 Church school* 
     11h00 Worship on the Twentieth Sunday 
       after Pentecost; Rev. Kristín 
       Tómasdóttir preaching 

  

* denotes online-only activities 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and 
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in 
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars 
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo 
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the 
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account. 
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below: 
 

Credit Suisse 
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251) 
Account Number  226749-71 
Clearing Number  4835 
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0 
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A 

PostFinance 
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva 
Account Number 12-9677-6 
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 
BIC POFICHBEXXX 

 

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office. 
 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or 
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions 
you might have about our congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name       
 Address       
 Postal Code     City/Commune   
 Home Phone     Work Phone   
 Email Address        
 I/we request prayer for the following joys or concerns: 
       
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


