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ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00 

  10 OCTOBER 2021  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
We are a congregation where music, liturgy, and prayer reflect  

the richness of the global church. 
We gather each week for worship that is both firmly rooted in the ancient forms 
and traditions of Christian liturgy and attuned to contemporary concerns. We 

encounter the good news of Jesus in scripture, in song, in the sacraments, and in 
the gathered community. The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle shapes our weekly 

worship, leading us to pray for and sing songs from different parts of the world. 
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 

 
 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or if 
you have been here before and would like to know 
more about our community, please fill out a 
connection card. You can scan this QR code to 
submit one online, or you can fill out the card on 
the back of the bulletin and place it in the offering 
basket or give it to one of the ushers.  
 

We are glad you are here today—welcome! 
 
 
We are celebrating Holy Communion this morning, and all are warmly 
welcome at the Lord’s table. We are currently asking that each person 
bring his/her own piece of bread; if you don’t have one with you this 
morning, the ushers have individual packets of crackers available. Wine 
or grape juice will be distributed at the altar. 
 
 
Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:  
Reader: Laurel Borisenko 
Prayer leader: Ralston Deffenbaugh 
Altar care: Marina Dölker 
Ushers: Aleida Auld, Miriam Deffenbaugh 
Musicians: Regine Kummer, Koko Taylor 
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation 
Offering counters: Ralston Deffenbaugh, Tom Taylor 
Videography: Ray Woodcock 
 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch  

 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 

 

Guest Preacher:   Rev. Kristín Tómasdóttir 
  

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost + 10 October 2021 
   

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:  Costa Rica, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Panama 
 

Welcome 
 

Prelude  Regine Kummer 
 

Opening Words   
 

We come to receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need. 
Weary of the poor being trampled,  
we hear the Word able to judge the intentions of the heart,  
to redirect our thoughts. 
So together we seek good and not evil 
that we may live, 
no longer lost in systems where much is bought and quickly tossed, 
but learning a justice deeper than the law, 
a compassion more compelling  
than what would now be considered wise, 
piercing our earthbound ways with light, 
so the earth can breathe 
and celebrate with us God's creativity, 
God's lively word turning the darkness into morning, 
God's redeeming love,  
who sympathizes with our weakness and yet seeks our healing. 
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Hymn                                    O God of light 
  

 

 

Call to Prayer      Amos 5:6-15 
 

Seek the Lord and live, or he will break out against the house of 
Joseph like fire, and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. 
Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, and bring righteousness to 
the ground! The one who made the Pleiades and Orion, and turns 
deep darkness into the morning, and darkens the day into night, who 
calls for the waters of the sea, and pours them out on the surface of 
the earth, the Lord is his name, who makes destruction flash out 
against the strong, so that destruction comes upon the fortress. They 
hate the one who reproves in the gate, and they abhor the one who 
speaks the truth. Therefore because you trample on the poor and 
take from them levies of grain, you have built houses of hewn stone, 
but you shall not live in them; you have planted pleasant vineyards, 
but you shall not drink their wine. For I know how many are your 
transgressions, and how great are your sins— you who afflict the 
righteous, who take a bribe, and push aside the needy in the gate. 
Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; for it is an evil 
time. Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so the Lord, the 



 
 

 
 

3 

God of hosts, will be with you, just as you have said. Hate evil and 
love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be that the Lord, 
the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 

  

Prayer of Confession 
 

God, who wills that we seek good, 
when justice is turned to wormwood  
and righteousness brought to the ground, 
forgive us. 
For politics and policies greased by bribery and corruption, 
forgive us. 
For economies, on which we think we depend, that deplete the 
earth, 
forgive us. 
For the pushing aside of the needy, 
forgive us. 
For the trampling on the poor, 
forgive us. 
For the glorification of wealth and power 
that deprives those without of their dignity and honor, 
forgive us. 

 For all that is not love, 
that fails at loving, 
that leaves little room for our neighbors,  
and even less space for you,  
forgive us. 
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Kyrie eleison 

 
 

Words of Assurance 
 

Gloria 
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Prayer of the Day  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Epistle Reading  Hebrews 4:12-16 
 

Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from 
marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare 
to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account. Since, 
then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been 
tested as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore approach the 
throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need. 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia 
 

 
 

Gospel Reading   Mark 10:17-31 
 

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 10. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt 
before him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? 
No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You 
shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 
steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor 
your father and mother.’” He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all 
these since my youth.” Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, 
“You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow 
me.” When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, 
for he had many possessions. 

 

Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it 
will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 
And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to 
them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 
It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” They were 
greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be 
saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, 
but not for God; for God all things are possible.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.                  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Alleluia 
 

Sermon  Rev. Kristín Tómasdóttir 
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Hymn                            O Jesus, I have promised 
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father and 
he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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Opportunities to Serve 
 

Announcements and Welcoming Visitors 
 

Dismissal of the Livestream 
 

The Gathering of Gifts             Komm, Herr, segne uns Choir 
                          by Dieter Trautwein 
               English translation by Fred Kaan 
 

1. Bless and keep us, Lord, in your love united, 
from your family never separated. 

You make all things new as we follow after; 
whether tears or laughter, we belong to you. 

 

2. Blessing shrivels up when your children hoard it; 
help us, Lord, to share, for we can afford it: 

blessing only grows in the act of sharing,  
in a life of caring, love that heals and grows. 

 

3. Fill your world with peace, such as you intended. 
Teach us to prize the earth, love, replenish, tend it. 

Lord, uplift, fulfil all who sow in sadness: 
let them reap with gladness, by your kingdom thrilled.  

 

4. Bless and keep us, Lord, in your love united, 
from your family never separated. 

You make all things new as we follow after; 
whether tears or laughter, we below to you. 

 

 
Offertory          Gracias, muchas gracias 
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

 
 

Preface 
 

Sanctus 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 
Words of Institution 
  

Remembering 
 

This bread, in many hands, in many forms, becomes for us the body 
of Christ.  The wine poured out becomes for us the blood of Christ. 
We proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit   
 

The Lord's Prayer  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei                            Cordero de Dios 
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Communion 
 

Songs during Communion     
Yo sé que estás aquí me Señor 
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Somos pueblo que camina 
 

 
 

Take, O take me as I am 
 

 
 
Sending Prayer 
Benediction 
Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 



 
 

 
 

14 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Church School Back in Session 
Church school has resumed. For the moment, two classes (ages 3–8 and 9 and 
up) continue to meet online each Sunday, from 10h00 to 10h45. Information 
about joining the online class each Sunday is sent out by email. If you have 
any questions about the class or about how to join, please contact the church 
office or Chad and Natalie Rimmer. 
 

We are also looking for teachers and assistants for the coming year! If you might be 
interested in joining this group of caring, creative folks working with our 
congregation’s children, please contact Chad and Natalie Rimmer. 
 

Choir Rehearsal – Thursdays at 19h30 
Choir rehearsals have resumed on Thursdays at 19h30 with Regine Kummer. 
Everyone who enjoys singing is welcome to join—no previous experience 
necessary! Please note that masks will be required. Come and sing!  
 

Returning to Weekly Communion 
When the pandemic began more than a year and a half ago, one of the first 
things to go from our weekly worship was Holy Communion—we are now 
trying to return to that rhythm. Under the current regulations, indoor 
Communion is possible, and we've worked to come up with a safe way to 
celebrate. 

• Those attending worship in-person should bring a small piece of bread 
with them. Wine and grape juice, as well as individual cups, will be 
provided. 

• The livestream will stop before Communion each week. Since this part 
of the service involves everyone coming to the altar, we feel it is not 
appropriate to film. So the livestream will conclude with 
announcements and the choir singing the offertory. 

 

Please be sure to sign up for worship when you're intending to come--we are 
still strictly limited to 45 persons in the sanctuary each week. You can sign up 
here: 

https://genevalutheran.church/in-person-worship/ 
If you sign up and then realize you won’t make it to church, please remove your name 

from the list by 9h00 Sunday to make room for others to attend. 
 

Moving Sale 
The Nokos are downsizing and have a few items to sell, i.e. movable washing 
machine (for clothes), furniture, freezer, etc. All items are in good condition and 
must go by the 20th of October. If you are interested, please contact Gladys 
Noko at 022 788 81 38 or 078 802 49 60. 
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2021-2022 Interreligious Calendar for Sale 
The beautiful Calendrier des Religions 2021/22 with the theme “Les Montagnes et 
le Sacré” is available after worship today (special price: 10 CHF). It is a good 
interreligious resource initiated by the Plateforme Interreligieuse de Genève 
and produced in Suisse Romande. You can find further information about the 
calendar here: https://interreligieux.ch/wp/calendrier-des-religions/ and you 
can buy calendars from Simone Sinn, our congregation’s representative to the 
interreligious platform. 
 
Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship 
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of 
intercession for an upcoming worship service? Prayers and scripture readings 
are all being done in-person these days (due to technical limitations, 
prerecording is no longer an option). You can sign up using the link in the 
church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the church office with any 
questions.  
 
“Voices of Faith” Devotions Booklet Available 
During this past summer, a number of members of the congregation contributed 
to a devotional series drawing on voices of faith that offer wisdom and insight 
for our spiritual journey. We have compiled these devotions into a printed 
format. If you prefer paging through actual books, feel free to pick up a copy 
today. The complete set in digital format continues to be available on our 
website: http://genevalutheran.church. 
 
Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00 

The online Centering Prayer group meets via Zoom on Thursdays at 12h00. 
Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012 
 

Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group 
setting. More details about Centering Prayer are here: 
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/ 
 
Thank You for Your Generosity 
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our 
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of 
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to 
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 
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Doers of the Word – 
Opportunities to Volunteer in Our Church this Season 

 

Our congregation’s ministry is possible through members’ offerings of time, talents, and 
money. Over the coming weeks, the Congregation Council is going to be highlighting a 

few specific opportunities to get involved and volunteer your time and talents.  
This week’s featured opportunity is joining the fellowship team. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Fellowship Team 
 

Some background 
Our congregation is a home-away-from-home for many—a community of 
connection and support while we are here in Geneva. Opportunities to 
enjoy one another’s company and deepen relationships are precious in this 
city with so many welcomes and farewells. 
 

What will the team do? 
The fellowship team will plan and organize at least 4 social events between 
now and July 2022 for members of our congregation and guests. These 
events might take place at the church, in public spaces, or in members’ 
homes (of course in line with current health and safety guidelines) and 
could take on a variety of different characters—from large community-wide 
events, to smaller gatherings in or across neighborhood groups. 
 

How long is the term of service? 
Team members will serve for the academic year—from this autumn 
through June. 
 

How many people are needed? 
We’re looking for 5-8 people for this team. A member of the Congregation 
Council will be part of the team to provide support and guidance.  
 

How can I sign up to serve? 
In mid-October, all members will be invited to indicate how we can offer 
our time and talents in the coming year—you can sign up then. 
 

Please think about whether you might be part of this team in the coming year! 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Thursday, 14 Oct. 12h00 Centering Prayer* 
     19h30 Choir practice 
Sunday, 17 Oct. 10h00 Church school* 
     11h00 Worship on the Twenty-First Sunday 
       after Pentecost 

  

* denotes online-only activities 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and 
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in 
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars 
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo 
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the 
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account. 
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below: 
 

Credit Suisse 
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251) 
Account Number  226749-71 
Clearing Number  4835 
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0 
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A 

PostFinance 
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva 
Account Number 12-9677-6 
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 
BIC POFICHBEXXX 

 

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office. 
 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or 
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions 
you might have about our congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name       
 Address       
 Postal Code     City/Commune   
 Home Phone     Work Phone   
 Email Address        
 I/we request prayer for the following joys or concerns: 
       
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


