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ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00 

 26 SEPTEMBER 2021  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
 
 

We are a home away-from-home, with people from different places 
becoming sisters and brothers in Christ. 

Our members come from 40 countries and six continents. Some are in Geneva for 
decades, others for only a few months. All help the parish to be a community of 
shared beliefs, experiences and concerns. Opportunities for fellowship, spiritual 
growth and recreation bring families, friends and acquaintances together. Such 

bonds are precious in a city of so many welcomes and farewells. 
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:  
 
Reader: Kerstin Kollander 
Prayer leader: Cristina Rendón 
Usher: Nathan Wilson 
Musicians: Regine Kummer, Terry MacArthur, Koko Taylor,  
Magar Emmanuel Yayoune 
Flowers: Maryssa Camaddo 
Church school teachers: André du Plessis, Tim Fieldsend, Chad & Natalie 
Rimmer 
Offering counters: Ngoni Hove, Tom Taylor 
Videography: Ray Woodcock 
 
 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch  

 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 

 
Eighthteenth Sunday after Pentecost + 26 September, 2021 

   
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:  Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Peru 

 

Welcome 
 

Prelude  Regine Kummer 
 

Opening Words   
 

Because a few of us, at least, are cheerful this day, 
we sing songs of praise. 
Because all of us are sinners, 
we confess to one another,  
seeking the forgiveness that makes us whole,  
the truth that sets us free, 
bringing each other back from wandering in the ways of death. 
Because some of us are sick,  
some of us suffering, 
because the earth itself is suffering, 
we pray for one another, that we might be healed, 
that the rivers might be healed,  
that markets might be healed, 
that community might be healed. 
We invoke the blessed name of the Trinity, 
that we may know aright how to follow Jesus Christ, 
in the light of the Holy Spirit, 
in the grace of God, the Father, mothering us into love. 
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Hymn                    Now to the Holy Spirit let us pray 
Choir sings the first verse in canon.   Congregation sings in English vs 2-4. 

 

 
 

Call to Prayer     
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Prayer of Confession 
 

God who hears, 
we confess that we do not know how to pray as we ought. 
We get jumbled up in ourselves. 
Our wants continuously bounce around in us,  
overblown, blocking each other, breaking. 
Our thoughts run like a constant stream of needs, hopes, fears, 
concerns, envies, ambitions, animosities, possibilities. 
We become less and less attuned  
to the community that lifts up us and others,  
the anointing that can dispel hurt,  
the laying on of hands by which hands heal rather than harm. 

 

Kyrie 
 

 
 

God who understands, 
we confess that we do not know how to listen as we ought, 
more alert to our advantage than the needs of others, 
more poised to prop up our position  
than account for the reasoning of a different view, 
more attentive to the omnipresent screens than to your Spirit, 
feeling more alone even as the pouncing pixels pull us in. 

 

Kyrie 
 

God who gives us life, 
we confess that we do not know how to love as we ought. 

 

Silence 
 



 
 

 
 

4 

Kyrie 
 

 
 

Words of Assurance 
 

Gloria 
 

      
 

Prayer of the Day  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Old Testament Reading  Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 
 

The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also 
wept again, and said, “If only we had meat to eat! We remember the 
fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, 
the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; but now our strength is dried 
up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.”  
Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the 
entrances of their tents. Then the Lord became very angry, and 
Moses was displeased. So Moses said to the Lord, “Why have you 
treated your servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in your 
sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me? Did I 
conceive all this people? Did I give birth to them, that you should 
say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking 
child,’ to the land that you promised on oath to their ancestors? 
Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come 
weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ I am not able to carry 
all this people alone, for they are too heavy for me. If this is the way 
you are going to treat me, put me to death at once—if I have found 
favor in your sight—and do not let me see my misery.” 
So the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of 
Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers 
over them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and have them take 
their place there with you. 
So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and 
he gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around 
the tent. Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him, 
and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy 
elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But 
they did not do so again. Two men remained in the camp, one 
named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the spirit rested on 
them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out 
to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. And a young man 
ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the 
camp.” And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his 
chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” But Moses said to 
him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord’s people 
were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit on them!” 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 19:7-14  
 

The law of the LORD is perfect,  
 reviving the soul;  
the decrees of the LORD are sure,  
 making wise the simple;  
the precepts of the LORD are right,  
 rejoicing the heart;  
the commandment of the LORD is clear, 
 enlightening the eyes;   
the fear of the LORD is pure,  
 enduring forever;  
 perfect,   perfect 
 sure,  sure 
 right,  right, 
 clear,  clear 
 pure,  pure 
the ordinances of the LORD are true  
 and righteous altogether.   
More to be desired are they than gold,  
 even much fine gold;  
sweeter also than honey,  
 and drippings of the honeycomb.  
Moreover by them is your servant warned;  
 in keeping them there is great reward.   
But who can detect their errors?  
 But who can detect their errors?  
Clear me from hidden faults.   
Keep back your servant also from the insolent;  
do not let them have dominion over me.  
Then I shall be blameless,  
and innocent of great transgression.  
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart  
be acceptable to you, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer 

 

Epistle Reading  James 5:13-20 
 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? 
They should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They 
should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over 
them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord.  The prayer 
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of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and 
anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess 
your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may 
be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. 
Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it 
might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on 
the earth.  Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the 
earth yielded its harvest.  My brothers and sisters, if anyone among 
you wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, you 
should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will 
save the sinner's soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia 
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Gospel Reading   Mark 9:38-50 
 

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 9. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in 
your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following 
us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed 
of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 
Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever 
gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of 
Christ will by no means lose the reward. 
 

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones 
who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone 
were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If 
your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to 
enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the 
unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; 
it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be 
thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; 
it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to 
have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never 
dies, and the fire is never quenched. 

 

“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost 
its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be 
at peace with one another.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.                  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Alleluia 
 
Sermon           Andy Willis 
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Hymn                     Grant us wisdom to perceive you 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father and 
he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Opportunities to Serve 
 
The Gathering of Gifts          La Paz del Señor Choir 

Anders Ruth:   Sweden-Argentina 
 

La paz del Señor, la paz del Señor, la paz del Resucitado:  
 la paz del Señor a ti y a mí a todos alcanzará.  

 

The peace of the Lord, the peace of the Lord, the peace of the risen Lord Jesus: 
the peace of the Lord will reach you and me and everyone. 

 

1. The peace of the Lord is for you and for me, and also for all of God's children.  
2. The peace of the Lord is among us right now, so open yourselves to receive it.  

3. The peace of the Lord kept within cannot live  
so open yourselves now to share it.  
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

God who points the way ahead, 
we thank you for reviving the soul, 
for making wise the simple, 
for rejoicing the heart, 
for enlightening the eyes. 
for awakening the hands to acts of kindness 
for freeing the feet to seek those in need 
for opening the ears. 
 
We bless you for the words that heal, 
for the warnings that steer toward what is good 
for the saints who encourage us in the faith, 
for the skills of those who clear us from hidden faults. 

 

We praise you,  
for the words in our mouths 
and the meditations in our hearts 
that are acceptable to you, our rock and our redeemer. 

 

The Lord's Prayer  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Sending Prayer 
 
Benediction 
 
Announcements 
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Sending Song                       Dakpè né Mawu 
 

 
 
Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Congregational Retreat this Saturday, 2 October 
On Saturday 2 October, our congregation will gather for a day-retreat to visit the 
ruins of the 12th century Carthusian monastery of Oujon. The ruins are located 
near Arzier (not far from St-Cergue). The day will involve group time at a picnic 
and playground area, plus a walk through the ruins—all ages welcome! There's 
lots of space at the picnic ground for games and activities for kids, and we are 
working to arrange a time for teenagers to connect with one another as part of 
the day as well. 
 

Sign up using the link in the weekly email, or contact the church office. 
 

No Church School on 3 October – Come to Worship! 
Church school is currently taking place online each Sunday from 10h until 
10h45, with one exception: on the first Sunday of each month, there will be no 
church school. The main reason for pausing on a monthly basis is to give 
families the opportunity to attend worship together—we hope to see you there! 
 
“Voices of Faith” Devotions Booklet Available 
During this past summer, a number of members of the congregation contributed 
to a devotional series drawing on voices of faith that offer wisdom and insight 
for our spiritual journey. We have compiled these devotions into a printed 
format. If you prefer paging through actual books, feel free to pick up a copy 
today. The complete set in digital format continues to be available on our 
website: http://genevalutheran.church. 
 
Choir Rehearsal – Thursdays at 19h30 
After a long period with a reduced music program, we are pleased to announce 
that choir rehearsals have resumed on Thursdays at 19h30 (a bit earlier than 
previous years) with Regine Kummer. Everyone who enjoys singing is 
welcome to join—no previous experience necessary! Please note that masks 
will be required. Come and sing!  
 
Serving at the Soup Kitchen – 4 October 
On Monday, 4 October, our congregation will supply 200 sandwiches to be 
distributed by the Jardin Montbrillant soup kitchen. Neighborhood Group D is 
in charge this month but anyone is welcome to help out—we are looking for 
five more people who can prepare 20 sandwiches and, if possible, bring them 
to the soup kitchen on Monday morning. If you can help, please contact Corin 
at corinjorgenson@gmail.com. 
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Opportunity to Attend Worship in Person 
It is possible for up to 50 people to attend worship in the sanctuary each week, 
and those in attendance can sing. We still wear masks at all times, we still keep 
distance between family groups, and we still refrain from celebrating 
Communion indoors. Livestreaming will also continue for regular Sunday 
services. If you're ready to come back to the sanctuary and sing together, you 
are very welcome. Sign up here: 
https://genevalutheran.church/in-person-worship/ 
 
Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship 
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of 
intercession for an upcoming worship service? Prayers and scripture readings 
are all being done in-person these days (due to technical limitations, 
prerecording is no longer an option). You can sign up using the link in the 
church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the church office with any 
questions. 
 
Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00 
The online Centering Prayer group will resume meeting via Zoom this 
Thursday, 5 August at 12h00. Here’s the link to join: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012 
 

Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group 
setting. More details about Centering Prayer are here: 
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/ 
 
Thank You for Your Generosity 
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our 
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of 
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to 
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 
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Doers of the Word – 
Opportunities to Volunteer in Our Church this Season 

 

Our congregation’s ministry is possible through members’ offerings of time, talents, and 
money. Over the coming weeks, the Congregation Council is going to be highlighting a 

few specific opportunities to get involved and volunteer your time and talents.  
This week’s featured opportunity is joining the outreach team. 

 

 
 
 
 

Outreach Team 
 

Some background 
Geneva is a crossroads city, and inviting and welcoming newcomers is a 
wonderful and essential part of our congregation’s ministry. As in-person 
gatherings are now more possible, we are looking for a team of church 
members who are motivated to help make our congregation known within 
the wider Geneva area, with a particular focus on the international 
community. 
 

What will the team do? 
• Come up with creative ways to increase the visibility of our 

congregation in the city of Geneva; 
• Explore ways to invite newcomers to the church, including through 

personal relationships and connections of existing church members; 
• Based on these deliberations, develop 2-3 concrete projects to increase 

visibility, invite and connect with newcomers. 
 

How long is the term of service? 
Team members will serve for the academic year—from this autumn 
through June. The autumn is for initial brainstorming and planning, with 
the projects to be implemented in the spring. 
 

How many people are needed? 
We’re looking for 6-9 people for this team. A member of the Congregation 
Council will be part of the team to provide support and guidance.  
 

How can I sign up to serve? 
In mid-October, all members will be invited to indicate how we can offer 
our time and talents in the coming year—you can sign up then. 
 

Please think about whether you might be part of this team in the coming year! 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Thursday, 30 Sept. 12h00 Centering Prayer* 
     19h30 Choir practice 
Saturday, 2 Oct.   Congregational retreat 
Sunday, 3 Oct. 10h00 Church school* 
     11h00 Worship on the Nineteenth Sunday 
       after Pentecost  

  

* denotes online-only activities 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and 
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in 
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars 
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo 
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the 
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account. 
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below: 
 

Credit Suisse 
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251) 
Account Number  226749-71 
Clearing Number  4835 
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0 
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A 

PostFinance 
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva 
Account Number 12-9677-6 
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 
BIC POFICHBEXXX 

 

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or 
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions 
you might have about our congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name       
 Address       
 Postal Code     City/Commune   
 Home Phone     Work Phone   
 Email Address        
 I/we request prayer for the following joys or concerns: 
       
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


