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ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION 
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00 

 19 SEPTEMBER 2021  



THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 
WELCOMES YOU! 

 
 
 

We are a parish of many cultures and traditions,  
with deep Lutheran roots and wide ecumenical branches. 

Geneva is a crossroads city and our doors are open to people from all over the 
world. About half of our members come from Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, 

Catholic, Anglican and other traditions, and half have Lutheran links. The 
Lutheran Church of Geneva was started by German expatriates in the 18th 

century, and the English-Speaking Congregation was formed in the 1950s after 
the World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World YWCA and 

United Nations agencies opened offices in Geneva. 
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:  
 
Reader: Aleida Auld 
Prayer leader: Patricia Cuyatti 
Usher: Hiromi Yano 
Musicians: Regine Kummer, Terry MacArthur, Koko Taylor 
Flowers: Rumiko Jaussi 
Church school teachers: André du Plessis, Chad & Natalie Rimmer 
Offering counters: Phyllis Brewah, Johnny Camaddo 
Videography: Ray Woodcock 
 
 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch  

 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 

 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost + 19 September, 2021   
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay 

 

Welcome 
 

Prelude                           Jesus bleibet meine Freude  Choir 
from Cantata 147 by J.S. Bach 

 

    Jesus bleibet meine Freude, meines Herzens Trost und Saft, 
Jesus wehret allem Leide, er ist meines Lebens Kraft, 

Meiner Augen Lust und Sonne, meiner Seele Schatz und Wonne; 
Darum laß ich Jesum nicht aus dem Herzen und Gesicht. 

 

Jesus remains my joy, my heart's comfort and essence, 
Jesus fends off all suffering, he is my life's strength, 

my eye's desire and sun, my soul's treasure and pleasure; 
Therefore I will not leave Jesus out of heart and sight. 

 

Opening Words   
 

Although gentleness is now considered outmoded,  
we come to worship Jesus Christ, the gentle one,  
who proclaims a realm of justice and peace, 
rather than a preoccupation with the worldly markers of success, 
who suffers no room for rank, 
but offers a wisdom that leaves behind bitter envy and selfish ambition. 
We come to be formed by the Holy Spirit, 
learning to be full of mercy and good fruits, willing to yield,  
finding the pathway to humble serving, 
the drawing near to others that is at the same time drawing near to God,  
following the misunderstood one, betrayed and killed, 
but after three days, raised on high, that we might be free, 
giving praise to the name of the Blessed Trinity, 
the wisdom from above, the seed of righteousness, the community of 
peace. 
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Hymn                           Gentle is the way of Jesus  
 

 
 

Call to Prayer      
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Prayer 
 

By the chemistry of kindness,  
change our ungentle hearts, gracious God. 
Save us from what consumes us, from the selves we hate. 
Heal us, so that even our brokenness becomes a source of serving, 
the losing that becomes the living, 
keeping company with your Beloved, Jesus Christ.   

 

Kyrie 

 
 

God of all creation, 
we confess that we have not been gentle with the earth; 
we have not been kind to the bees and the trees; 
we have failed the seas, the ice, the wind. 
We ask forgiveness, realizing that forgiveness is not all we need. 
By the chemistry of kindness, change our ungentle hearts. 

 

Kyrie 
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When complex desires lead to trouble, 
and even our prayers get skewed to serving ourselves, 
stir in us daily graces  
by which we see your image in the faces of those we meet 
and discover the peace of your Spirit, breathing us whole. 
By the chemistry of kindness, change our ungentle hearts. 

 
Kyrie 

 
 

Words of Assurance 
 

Gloria 
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Prayer of the Day  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Epistle Reading  James 3:13—4:8a 
 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life 
that your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. But if you 
have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be 
boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not come down 
from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is 
envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness 
of every kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of 
righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace. 

 

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? 
Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within you? 
You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. 
And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in 
disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 
You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to 
spend what you get on your pleasures. Adulterers! Do you not know 
that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore 
whoever wishes to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of 
God. Or do you suppose that it is for nothing that the scripture says, 
‘God yearns jealously for the spirit that he has made to dwell in us’? 
But he gives all the more grace; therefore it says, 
‘God opposes the proud, 
   but gives grace to the humble.’   
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia 
 

 

 

Gospel Reading  Mark 9:30-37 
 

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 9. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

They went on from there and passed through Galilee. [Jesus] did not 
want anyone to know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to 
them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and 
they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise 
again.” But they did not understand what he was saying and were 
afraid to ask him. 

 

 Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he 
asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” But they 
were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who 
was the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 
“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 
Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in 
his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one such child in my 
name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me 
but the one who sent me.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.                  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Alleluia 
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Sermon               Andy Willis 
 

Hymn                                  Be thou my vision 
 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father and 
he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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The Gathering of Gifts  How can I keep from singing               Choir 
Music attributed to Robert Lowry: USA 

 

My life goes on in endless song above earth's lamentation 
I hear the real, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation. 
Through all the tumult and the strife I hear its music ringing. 
It sounds an echo in my soul.  How can I keep from singing? 

 

What though my joys and comforts die? My Savior still is living. 
What though the shadows gather round? A new song Christ is giving. 
No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that rock I’m clinging. 

Since love commands both heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? 
 

I lift my eyes; the cloud grows thin; I see the blue above it; 
and day by day this pathway smooths, since first I learned to love it. 
The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing; 
all things are mine sine I am Christ's--how can I keep from singing? 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

God of steadfast love and mercy, 
for drawing near to us,  
for holding us close when fears seize us as if they were devils, 
for giving us courage when we feel at an end, 
we give you thanks.     

 

Child of God, welcoming a little child, 
for every one who makes peace, 
who seeks the righteousness that becomes a harvest of justice, 
who bears good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy, 
who gets vaccinated as a service to others in this pandemic, 
who walks in the truth, 
we give you thanks.     

 

Wisdom from on high, 
for moments of mercy,  
for the discernment that learns when to yield, 
for the purity that does not parade itself but becomes peaceable and 
gentle, 
we give you thanks.     

 

We submit ourselves to you, 
giving praise and honor to the Blessed Trinity, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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The Lord's Prayer  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Announcements 
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Sending Song                               Gloria 
 

 
 
Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
“Voices of Faith” Devotions Booklet Available 
During this past summer, a number of members of the congregation contributed 
to a devotional series drawing on voices of faith that offer wisdom and insight 
for our spiritual journey. We have compiled these devotions into a printed 
format. If you prefer paging through actual books, feel free to pick up a copy 
today. The complete set in digital format continues to be available on our 
website: http://genevalutheran.church. 
 

Church School Back in Session 
Church school has resumed following a break for the summer months. For the 
moment, two classes (ages 3–8 and 9 and up) continue to meet online each 
Sunday, from 10h00 to 10h45. Information about joining the online class each 
Sunday is sent out by email. If you have any questions about the class or about 
how to join, please contact the church office or Chad and Natalie Rimmer. 
 

We are also looking for teachers and assistants for the coming year! If you might be 
interested in joining this group of caring, creative folks working with our 
congregation’s children, please contact Chad and Natalie Rimmer. 
 

Choir Rehearsals have Resumed on Thursdays 
After a long period with a reduced music program, we are pleased to announce 
that choir rehearsals have resumed on Thursdays at 19h30 (a bit earlier than 
previous years) with Regine Kummer. Everyone who enjoys singing is 
welcome to join—no previous experience necessary! Please note that masks 
will be required. Come and sing!  
 
Confirmation Classes Beginning Shortly 
During the academic year, our congregation offers confirmation classes for 
young people—an opportunity to study key topics of the Bible and Christian 
faith and to begin claiming the faith as one’s own. Students typically begin 
classes at around 13 or 14 years old, though there is room for flexibility when it 
comes to ages. This year’s classes will be beginning shortly—if your son or 
daughter is interested in joining this year, please contact Andy Willis. 
 

Small Group Study this Fall – We Make the Road by Walking 
This past spring, several groups met weekly online to read and discuss Brian 
McLaren's book We Make the Road by Walking, a thoughtful and engaging 
reimagining of the Christian faith. The book is divided into quarters, and we 
have just started the first quarter (running from mid-September through 
Advent). So whether you participated in the spring or not, now is a great time 
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to join! If you'd like to join the study this fall and aren't currently connected 
with a study group, please contact the church office. 
 
Save the Date – Congregational Retreat on 2 October 
On Saturday 2 October, our congregation will gather for a day-retreat to visit the 
ruins of the 12th century Carthusian monastery of Oujon. The ruins are located 
near Arzier (not far from St-Cergue). The day will involve group time at a picnic 
and playground area, plus a walk through the ruins—all ages welcome! There's 
lots of space at the picnic ground for games and activities for kids, and we are 
working to arrange a time for teenagers to connect with one another as part of 
the day as well. 
 

Sign up using the link in the weekly email, or contact the church office. 
 

Opportunity to Attend Worship in Person 
It is possible for up to 50 people to attend worship in the sanctuary each week, 
and those in attendance can sing. We still wear masks at all times, we still keep 
distance between family groups, and we still refrain from celebrating 
Communion indoors. Livestreaming will also continue for regular Sunday 
services. If you're ready to come back to the sanctuary and sing together, you 
are very welcome. Sign up here: 
https://genevalutheran.church/in-person-worship/ 
 
Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship 
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of 
intercession for an upcoming worship service? Prayers and scripture readings 
are all being done in-person these days (due to technical limitations, 
prerecording is no longer an option). You can sign up using the link in the 
church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the church office with any 
questions. 
 

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00 

The online Centering Prayer group will resume meeting via Zoom this 
Thursday, 5 August at 12h00. Here’s the link to join: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012 
 

Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group 
setting. More details about Centering Prayer are here: 
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/ 
 
Serving at the Soup Kitchen – 4 October 
On Monday, 4 October, our congregation will supply 200 sandwiches to be 
distributed by the Jardin Montbrillant soup kitchen. Neighborhood Group D is 
in charge this month bu anyone is welcome to help out—we are looking for 
people who can prepare 20 sandwiches and, if possible, bring them to the soup 
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kitchen on Monday morning. If you can help, please contact Corin at 
corinjorgenson@gmail.com. 
 
Thank You for Your Generosity 
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our 
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of 
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to 
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Thursday, 23 Sept. 12h00 Centering Prayer* 
     19h30 Choir practice 
Sunday, 26 Sept. 10h00 Church school* 
     11h00 Worship on the Eighteenth Sunday 
       after Pentecost  

  

* denotes online-only activities 
 

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and 
visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in 
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars 
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo 
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the 
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account. 
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below: 
 

Credit Suisse 
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251) 
Account Number  226749-71 
Clearing Number  4835 
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0 
BIC/SWIFT  CRESCHZZ12A 

PostFinance 
The English-Speaking Congregation of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Geneva 
Account Number 12-9677-6 
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6 
BIC POFICHBEXXX 

 

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the 
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office. 
 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the 
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or 
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions 
you might have about our congregation. 
 

ELCG Connection Card 
 Name       
 Address       
 Postal Code     City/Commune   
 Home Phone     Work Phone   
 Email Address        
 I/we request prayer for the following joys or concerns: 
       
 New to Geneva?  Y/N    Date   


