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ELCG – Summer Devotional Series 
“Voices of Faith” 

 
Week of 22 August 2021 (#1) 

 
By Ileana Santamaria 
 
 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift 

of God— not the result of works, so that no one may boast.”  
(Ephesians 2:8-9) 

 
 
I think grace is the most important Christian message in a church - and a humanity - that just 
can't quit legalism! Asked by Pastor Judy to give some context to this wonderful, poetic 
reflection by Frederick Buechner on grace, I was at a loss for words, because I've spoken and 
thought and written so much on the subject that I scarcely knew where to begin!  Very 
recently, a friend who isn't a Christian - but who is familiar with all my talk about grace - 
asked me what it was exactly, and I used the parable of the prodigal son to explain it, and 
then shared the following reflection by Frederick Buechner with her. 
 
I see legalism as a hugely disturbing reality, particularly in the context of church. As human 
beings, it's such a part of our brokenness, and often central to and perpetuating of our 
brokenness, that we want to earn the good things, the blessing, when gifts and blessing 
cannot be earned. How much less can you earn grace when it's the biggest blessing of all – 
the lavish, saving love from the One who made and who knows us most intimately?  We 
desperately want to make ourselves good enough, to prove we're worthy, often failing to 
understand that our worth is inherent to who we are as children of God, made in God’s 
image. Like the father in the parable of the prodigal son, God is so longing to lavish on us 
that he runs to us, arms wide open, dignity forgotten.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The fact that we are saved by grace - to quote Buechner, "there's nothing you have to do" - 
is indeed a "crucial eccentricity of the Christian faith", and without it, we'd be the spiritual 
paupers we are without God, attempting to wheel and deal with Him on Religion Wall 
Street, making transactions that we will never have enough of our own righteousness, apart 
from His Spirit, to carry out. We would all be unsmiling, perfectionist elder brothers, angry 
that the prodigal younger brother gets special honors after messing up so royally; but as the 
father tenderly remonstrates the elder brother, "but my son, everything I have is [already] 
yours!" By Grace, Lord be praised. 
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GRACE  
by Frederick Buechner1 

 
 
After centuries of handling and mishandling, most religious words have 
become so shopworn nobody's much interested anymore. Not so with grace, 
for some reason. Mysteriously, even derivatives like gracious and graceful still 
have some of the bloom left.   
 
Grace is something you can never get but can only be given. There's no way to 
earn it or deserve it or bring it about any more than you can deserve the taste 
of raspberries and cream or earn good looks or bring about your own birth. 
 
A good sleep is grace and so are good dreams. Most tears are grace. The 
smell of rain is grace. Somebody loving you is grace. Loving somebody is 
grace. Have you ever tried to love somebody? 
 
A crucial eccentricity of the Christian faith is the assertion that people are 
saved by grace. There's nothing you have to do. There's nothing you have to 
do. There's nothing you have to do. 
 
The grace of God means something like: "Here is your life. You might never 
have been, but you are, because the party wouldn't have been complete 
without you. Here is the world. Beautiful and terrible things will happen. Don't 
be afraid. I am with you. Nothing can ever separate us. It's for you I created 
the universe. I love you." 
 
There's only one catch. Like any other gift, the gift of grace can be yours only 
if you'll reach out and take it. 
 
Maybe being able to reach out and take it is a gift too. 
 

 
 
For Further Reflection: 
Grace is indeed a gift. Have you ever considered grace to be like “raspberries and cream” or 
“a good sleep” or “the smell of rain”? What are some other examples of everyday delights 
that point to the gift of God’s grace God in my life? How can I today show my gratitude for 
the saving grace of God’s love? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking: A Seeker’s ABC (NY: Harper and Row. 1973) 
 
 


