EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
8 AUGUST 2021

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a parish of many cultures and traditions,
with deep Lutheran roots and wide ecumenical branches.
Geneva is a crossroads city and our doors are open to people from all over the
world. About half of our members come from Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist,
Catholic, Anglican and other traditions, and half have Lutheran links. The
Lutheran Church of Geneva was started by German expatriates in the 18th
century, and the English-Speaking Congregation was formed in the 1950s after
the World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World YWCA and
United Nations agencies opened offices in Geneva.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Reader: Pranita Biswasi, Fulata Moyo
Prayers: Nathan Wilson
Musicians: Regine Kummer, Terry MacArthur, Koko Taylor
Videography: Gareth Kit, Ray Woodcock
Usher: Hiromi Yano
Flowers: Rumiko Jaussi
Offering counters: Phyllis Brewah, Johnny Camaddo

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost + 8 August 2021
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:
Cameroon, Central African Republic, Equatorial Guinea

Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Greeting
In the giving is life.
This giving does not remain abstract or sentimental.
Jesus says: "the bread that I will give
for the life of the world is my flesh."
The giving is embodied,
more like bleeding hands and feet
than computer generated graphics,
more like the warmth of a mouth curling up into a welcoming smile
than the symbolism of a posted smiley face.
When we gather, we become Christ's body,
living in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
believing that in following Christ, we find what we most need,
the living found in the giving,
raised up, undying, eternal, full of song and praise.
Hymn

Guide me, O my great Redeemer
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Call to Prayer

Ephesians 4:25—5:2

So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our
neighbors, for we are members of one another. Be angry but do not
sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not make
room for the devil. Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them
labor and work honestly with their own hands, so as to have
something to share with the needy. Let no evil talk come out of your
mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so
that your words may give grace to those who hear. And do not
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a
seal for the day of redemption. Put away from you all bitterness and
wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice,
and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as
God in Christ has forgiven you. Therefore be imitators of God, as
beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
Prayer of Confession
God, who hears,
when my heart becomes hard rather than tender,
Sung response

Jamée ma
We sing the responses slowly and rather freely.

When I go to bed angry and rise up angry,
leaving room for the devil,
Sung response

Jamée ma
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When what comes out of my mouth or is texted on my phone
causes harm,
Sung response

Jamée ma

When what I do or what I am becoming lacks integrity,
Sung response

Jamée ma

God who hears my cries,
from the bitterness that sours hope,
Sung response

Voolo ma
Sung a little more quickly but still rather freely

From the wrangling that exhausts and the slander that spreads
suspicion,
Sung response

Voolo ma

From the wrath and malice that destroy,
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Sung response

Voolo ma

From the falsehoods that would lead me astray
and from the temptation to prefer the comfortable lie
to the truth that frees,
Sung response

Voolo ma

God who draws us into one,
from the injustice that means many lose while a few profit,
save us.
From the words that divide rather than build up,
that inflame rather than bless,
save us.
From the laws that are skewed to favor the powerful,
and from the practices that do not care for the earth,
even though we don’t know how to change,
save us.
Sung Response

Voolo bia
We sing in its usual rhythm and pace.

Words of Grace
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Gloria

O ndamm

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Old Testament Reading

I Kings 19:4-8

But [Elijah] himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and
came and sat down under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he
might die: ‘It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am no
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better than my ancestors.’ Then he lay down under the broom tree
and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, ‘Get
up and eat.’ He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on
hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down
again. The angel of the Lord came a second time, touched him, and
said, ‘Get up and eat, otherwise the journey will be too much for
you.’ He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of
that food for forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 34:1-8
I will bless the Lord at all times;
God’s praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul makes its boast in the Lord;
let the humble hear and be glad.
O magnify the Lord with me,
and let us exalt God’s name together.
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Antiphon

Comment ne pas te louer

I sought the Lord, and God answered me,
and delivered me from all my fears.
Look to God, and be radiant;
so your faces shall never be ashamed.
This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord,
and was saved from every trouble.
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Antiphon

Comment ne pas te louer

The angel of God encamps around those who fear God,
and delivers them.
O taste and see that the Lord is good;
happy are those who take refuge in God.
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Alleluia

Gospel Reading

John 6:35, 41-51

The Gospel according to John, chapter 6
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me
will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be
thirsty.”
Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, ‘I am
the bread that came down from heaven.’ They were saying, ‘Is not
this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know?
How can he now say, “I have come down from heaven”?’ Jesus
answered them, ‘Do not complain among yourselves. No one can
come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise
that person up on the last day. It is written in the prophets, “And
they shall all be taught by God.” Everyone who has heard and
learned from the Father comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the
Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. Very
truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. I am the bread of
life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died.
This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat
of it and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven.
Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever; and the bread that I will
give for the life of the world is my flesh.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
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Sermon
Hymn

Andy Willis
The Cosmic Christ
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father and
he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The Gathering of Gifts

Tout est fait pour la gloire de Dieu

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Because there is more goodness afoot than gets noticed,
more kindness offered than what is made known,
magnify the Lord with me.
Let us exult God's name together.
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Because compassion is not forgotten,
and hearts can turn tender rather than hard,
we look to you, God, who gives radiance,
who lifts away all guilt and shame.
In the midst of our troubles we call to you,
that you might answer and deliver us from our fears.
With the humble we listen for your voice
and await your spirit to make us glad.
Send your angels around us,
so that we might rest in your deliverance,
tasting the wonders of your love,
amazed at the mercy of your healing,
blessing us even as we bless you at all times,
praising you continually in our songs,
taking refuge in your arms, now and ever.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer (in our many languages)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
Sending Prayer
Blessing for Pranita Biswasi
Benediction
Announcements
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Sending Song

Nita
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Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
************

This Week’s Schedule:
Wednesday, 11 Aug. 12h00
Thursday, 12 Aug. 12h00
Sunday, 15 August 11h00

Small group study*
Centering Prayer*
Worship on the Twelfth Sunday after
Pentecost

* denotes online-only activities
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
22 August – Worship at the John Knox Center at 17h00
On Sunday 22 August, our congregation will hold an in-person outdoor
worship service at the John Knox Center (Chemin des Crêts-de-Pregny 27,
1218 Le Grand-Saconnex) at 17h00, instead of our normal 11h00 service at the
church. All are welcome! A signup form will be circulated shortly. For those
unable to attend, a recording of the service will be available online (and in case
of rain, the service will be livestreamed from the sanctuary).

Opportunity to Attend Worship in Person
It is possible for up to 50 people to attend worship in the sanctuary each week,
and those in attendance can sing. Alongside these significant changes, much
remains the same: we still wear masks at all times, we still keep distance
between family groups, and we still refrain from celebrating Communion
indoors. Livestreaming will also continue for regular Sunday services. If you're
ready to come back to the sanctuary and sing together, you are very welcome.
Sign up here: https://genevalutheran.church/in-person-worship/

Offering a Song or Piece of Music in Worship this Summer
Do you have a song or piece of music you'd like to share with the community
in worship? Members will be sharing musical offerings as part of Sunday
worship during the month of August. If you would like to participate, please
contact Regine Kummer: regine.kummer@gmail.com

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of
intercession for an upcoming worship service? Prayers and scripture readings
are all being done in-person these days (due to technical limitations,
prerecording is no longer an option). You can sign up using the link in the
church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the church office with any
questions.

Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great
opportunity to connect with one another, and all are welcome to participate. If
you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be
added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to
office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you to the list.
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Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
The online Centering Prayer group will resume meeting via Zoom this
Thursday, 5 August at 12h00. Here’s the link to join:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group
setting. More details about Centering Prayer are here:
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

Valerie’s Apricot Jam and Apricot Chutney for Sale Today
Valerie’s latest batches of apricot jam and apricot chutney will be available for
sale after the worship service today. The price is CHF 7.50 and all the proceeds
will go to the church.
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