EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
29 AUGUST 2021

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a congregation where music, liturgy, and prayer
reflect the richness of the global church.
We gather each week for worship that is both firmly rooted in the ancient forms
and traditions of Christian liturgy and attuned to contemporary concerns. We
encounter the good news of Jesus in scripture, in song, in the sacraments, and in
the gathered community. The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle shapes our weekly
worship, leading us to pray for and sing songs from different parts of the world.

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Reader: Riza Le Geyt
Prayer leader: Chad Rimmer
Usher: Luke Rimmer
Musicians: Regina Kummer, Terry MacArthur, Chad & Natalie Rimmer,
Koko Taylor, Magar Emmanuel Yayoune
Flowers: Maryssa Camaddo
Offering counters: Ngoni Hove, Tom Taylor
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost + 29 August, 2021
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Cape Verde, Gambia,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Senegal
Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Opening Words
The grace of Jesus Christ calls us to generous acts of giving.
We come together to encourage one another in faith,
so that within the hearing
comes the possibility of doing.
We listen for the word implanted,
to imagine what might be if we were to see from the love of God,
what might be saved
if the truth were the source of our renewing.
This community, formed by the Holy Spirit, becomes blessing,
giving us the freedom to risk and dare,
because we are carried within the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
with us, in us, around us, before us, leading us to life.

Hymn

O God in whom all life begins

Call to Prayer
Prayer of Confession
The questions don't stop, God of justice and truth.
Who is to blame?
Where does the fault lie?
What punishment would set things right?
Are you tired of the mumbling grumbling that revs up the adrenaline
even as it pushes reason and compassion aside?
The ongoing anger, constantly fueled, does not easily let us loose.
Wisdom and discernment seem as washed away as cars in a flood,
as burnt out as houses in a forest fire.
Save us.

2

Sung Response

Kyrie eleison

Lord have mercy

When we say what we think without taking the time
to think about what we are saying,
and our words strike to wound rather than enlighten,
slow us down,
until we are as attuned to your righteousness as to our temper.
Alert us to every possibility for understanding and caring,
by which our spirits run quietly on the fuel of love,
rather than the crackling combustion of high-minded rage.
Sung Response

Kyrie eleison

There is so much wrong, God of mercy and goodness.
Fury blows through us,
until we don't even realize how it has blown us empty.
Heal us, forgive us, turn us, so we are not defiled,
but live listening, slow to speak, slow to anger,
doing the will of your Beloved, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Sung Response

Kyrie eleison

Words of Grace
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Gloria

O ndamm

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
First Reading

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am
teaching you to observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy
the land that the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is giving you.
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You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take
away anything from it, but keep the commandments of the LORD
your God with which I am charging you. You must observe them
diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the
peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, "Surely this
great nation is a wise and discerning people!" For what other great
nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is whenever we
call to him? And what other great nation has statutes and
ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting before you
today? But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to
forget the things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from
your mind all the days of your life; make them known to your
children and your children's children.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 15
O Lord, who may abide in your tent?
Who may dwell on your holy hill?
Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right,
and speak the truth from their heart;
who do not slander with their tongue, and do no evil to their friends,
nor take up a reproach against their neighbors;
in whose eyes the wicked are despised,
but who honor those who fear the Lord; who stand by their oath even to
their hurt;
who do not lend money at interest, and do not take a bribe against
the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be moved.
Epistle Reading

James 1:17-27

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above,
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no
variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his own purpose
he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a
kind of first fruits of his creatures. You must understand this, my
beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger;
for your anger does not produce God's righteousness. Therefore rid
yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and
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welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to
save your souls. But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers
who deceive themselves. For if any are hearers of the word and not
doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for
they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget
what they were like. But those who look into the perfect law, the law
of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who
act--they will be blessed in their doing. If any think they are
religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts,
their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before
God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their
distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia
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Gospel Reading

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 7
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come
from Jerusalem gathered around him, they noticed that some of his
disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing
them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they
thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the
elders; and they do not eat anything from the market unless they
wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe,
the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and
the scribes asked him, "Why do your disciples not live according to
the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?" He said to
them, "Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is
written, 'This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are
far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts
as doctrines.' You abandon the commandment of God and hold to
human tradition." Then he called the crowd again and said to them,
"Listen to me, all of you, and understand: there is nothing outside a
person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are
what defile. For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil
intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice,
wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All
these evil things come from within, and they defile a person."
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
Sermon

Andy Willis
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Hymn

God gives us a future

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father and
he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
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Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The Gathering of Gifts

Chad and Natalie Rimmer

Prayer of Thanksgiving
God, whose word is near,
we thank you for the gift of your presence,
for your arms that tent around us to shelter us in the storm,
for your hands that raise us up so we might see from on high.
In Christ Jesus, you walk in our midst, blameless,
so we need not be lost in blame.
You do what is right, so your good gifts bless us with light.
We thank you for your truth, which speaks to our hearts,
which builds up rather than slanders,
which delights in joy rather than reproach.
In Christ Jesus, you call us friends, bathing us in his love,
as we become his body, the community that honors those who revere you.
You have not left us unmoved, Spirit of Life,
so that our attention is devoted to keeping things as they are.
You lead us where tradition is tested as well as passed on,
where laws are kept because they are just,
not just to enrich those who make the laws,
where we welcome with meekness those left outside.
In Christ Jesus, love remains constant.
To him we belong, so that the hearing becomes the doing,
becomes the blessing,
with our lives professing the glory of the Blessed Trinity,
one God, now and ever. Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
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Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
Sending Song

Yeesu Kristaa'm gimanaa

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Church School Resumes on 5 September

Following a break for the months of July and August, Church school will
resume on Sunday, 5 September. For the moment, two classes (ages 3-8 and 9
and up) will continue to meet online each Sunday, from 10h to 10h45.
Information about joining the online class each Sunday is sent out by email. If
you have any questions about the class or about how to join, please contact the
church office or Chad and Natalie Rimmer.
We are also looking for teachers and assistants for the coming year! If you might be
interested in joining this group of caring, creative folks working with our
congregation’s children, please contact Chad and Natalie Rimmer.

Confirmation Classes Beginning Shortly

During the academic year, our congregation offers confirmation classes for
young people—an opportunity to study key topics of the Bible and Christian
faith and to begin claiming the faith as one’s own. Students typically begin
classes at around 13 or 14 years old, though there is room for flexibility when it
comes to ages. This year’s classes will be beginning shortly—if your son or
daughter is interested in joining this year, please contact Andy Willis.

Small Group Study this Fall - We Make the Road by Walking

This past spring, several groups met weekly online to read and discuss Brian
McLaren's book We Make the Road by Walking, a thoughtful and engaging
reimagining of the Christian faith. The book is divided into quarters, and we'll
be starting the first quarter shortly (running from mid-September through
Advent). So whether you participated in the spring or not, now is a great time
to join! If you'd like to join the study this fall and aren't currently connected
with a study group, please contact the church office.

Outing to Basel on 18 September – Sign Up Now!

On Saturday 18 September, Lutheran Churches from throughout Switzerland
are holding a study day at Mission 21, the Protestant Mission in Basel. There
will be a presentation on the topic of religion and peace-building—is religion a
help or a hindrance to peace? The presentation will be offered in English, and
the day will also include lunch with members of other Lutheran congregations
and a brief worship service before returning to Geneva. It promises to be a very
interesting day. To sign up, please contact Andy Willis by Wednesday,
1 September.
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Opportunity to Attend Worship in Person

It is possible for up to 50 people to attend worship in the sanctuary each week,
and those in attendance can sing. We still wear masks at all times, we still keep
distance between family groups, and we still refrain from celebrating
Communion indoors. Livestreaming will also continue for regular Sunday
services. If you're ready to come back to the sanctuary and sing together, you
are very welcome. Sign up here:
https://genevalutheran.church/in-person-worship/

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship

Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of
intercession for an upcoming worship service? Prayers and scripture readings
are all being done in-person these days (due to technical limitations,
prerecording is no longer an option). You can sign up using the link in the
church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the church office with any
questions.

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00

The online Centering Prayer group will resume meeting via Zoom this
Thursday, 5 August at 12h00. Here’s the link to join:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group
setting. More details about Centering Prayer are here:
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/

“Voices of Faith” Summer 2021 Devotional Series

This devotional series calls on the voices of faith that offer wisdom and insight
for our spiritual journey. Members of our ELCG community are sharing words
of spiritual wisdom that have given shape and meaning to their own faith walk.
The devotionals will be sent via church email twice a week and will also be
available on the church website.
If you would like to contribute a devotional to this series, please contact Judy Davis at:
pastorjdavis@gmail.com or contact the church office for more information.

Save the Date – Congregational Retreat on 2 October

On Saturday 2 October, our congregation will gather for a day-retreat to visit the
ruins of the 12th century Carthusian monastery of Oujon. The ruins are located
near Arzier (not far from St-Cergue). The day will involve group time at a picnic
and playground area, plus a walk through the ruins—all ages welcome! More
information will follow—for now, please note the date and plan to join.
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Thank You for Your Generosity

Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine / CH-1204 Geneva, Switzerland
www.genevalutheran.church
office@genevalutheran.ch + 022 310 5089 + pastor@genevalutheran.ch
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This Week’s Schedule:
Thursday, 2 Sept.
Sunday, 5 Sept.

12h00
10h00
11h00

Centering Prayer*
Church school*
Worship on the Fifteenth Sunday
after Pentecost

* denotes online-only activities

Our church is entirely self-supporting. We count on our members and

visitors to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in
cash through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars
made out to “Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo
portion, please write GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the
church if you would like to offer your support through our Post Account.
Thank you very much! Bank and PostFinance details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the

"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you are a guest in our congregation this morning, please fill out the

connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor or
one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any questions
you might have about our congregation.
ELCG Connection Card
Name
Address
Postal Code
City/Commune
Home Phone
Work Phone
Email Address
I/we request prayer for the following joys or concerns:
New to Geneva? Y/N

Date
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