EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
15 AUGUST 2021

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a home away-from-home, with people from different places
becoming sisters and brothers in Christ.
Our members come from 40 countries and six continents. Some are in Geneva for
decades, others for only a few months. All help the parish to be a community of
shared beliefs, experiences and concerns. Opportunities for fellowship, spiritual
growth and recreation bring families, friends and acquaintances together. Such
bonds are precious in a city of so many welcomes and farewells.

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Reader: Elaine Neuenfeldt
Prayers: Sarah Stephens
Musicians: Regine Kummer, Le duo N'imPorte Quoi (Koko Taylor and
Sylvain Fournier)
Videography: Ray Woodcock
Usher: Hiromi Yano
Flowers: Maryssa Camaddo
Offering counters: Johnny Camaddo, Tom Taylor

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost + 15 August, 2021
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:
Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, Niger

Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Greeting
When a virus stalks our days,
and wisdom is confounded
by a cascade of profitable lies by profiteering liars,
we gather together to discern what the will of the Lord is,
to lay aside immaturity and walk in the way of insight,
to be filled with the Spirit, which leads to life,
to sing psalms and hymns making melody to the Lord in our hearts.
We give thanks to God at all times and for everything
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Hymn

Come, and seek the ways of wisdom

Call to Prayer
Prayer of Confession
God, desiring life,
when I put myself first,
and love you with half a mind, left-over resources,
some unexpended spare energy,
forgive me.
Sung response

Jamée ma
We sing the responses slowly and rather freely.

2

When I put myself first,
and my neighbors, and sometimes those close to me,
don't sense any love,
forgive me.
Sung response

Jamée ma

When I put myself first, and how I buy makes the earth cry,
forgive me.
Sung response

Jamée ma

When I put myself first, and my fears keep me foolish,
forgive me.
Sung response

Jamée ma

God of truth,
from the stories that would shape me
as if the story of your grace had no power,
save me.
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Sung response

Voolo ma
Sung a little more quickly but still rather freely

From the pressures that would pull me away from goodness and
kindness, from compassion and joy,
save me.
Sung response

Voolo ma

From the anger that would lead to hate,
from the hatred that leads to violence,
save me.
Sung response

Voolo ma

From the non-sense that would confuse and distort, harm or exploit,
save me.
Sung response

Voolo ma

Wisdom from all time, for all time,
when the search to know gets diverted into sowing falsehood,
and the fog of suspicion obliterates any ability to agree,
save us.
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From the tribalism that separates us, pitting us against each other,
replacing your grace with idolatries in disguise,
save us.
When evil parades itself as necessary and reality is skewed,
save us.
From the feast that is privatized,
from the table not shared,
from the barriers that shut others out
when it would be wise to invite them in,
save us.
Sung Response

Voolo bia
We sing in its usual rhythm and pace.

Words of Grace
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Gloria

O ndamm

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Old Testament Reading

Proverbs 9:1-6

Wisdom has built her house,
she has hewn her seven pillars.
She has slaughtered her animals, she has mixed her wine,
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she has also set her table.
She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls
from the highest places in the town,
‘You that are simple, turn in here!’
To those without sense she says,
‘Come, eat of my bread
and drink of the wine I have mixed.
Lay aside immaturity, and live,
and walk in the way of insight.’
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 34:9-14

O fear the LORD, you God’s holy ones,
for those who fear God have no want.
The young lions suffer want and hunger,
but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing.
Come, O children, listen to me;
I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
Which of you desires life, and covets many days to enjoy good?
Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit.
Depart from evil, and do good;
seek peace, and pursue it.
Epistle Reading

Ephesians 5:15-20

Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise,
making the most of the time, because the days are evil. So do not be
foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. Do not get
drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit,
as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves,
singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks
to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia

Gospel Reading

John 6:51-58

The Gospel according to John, chapter 6.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said,] ‘I am the living bread that came down from heaven.
Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever; and the bread that I will
give for the life of the world is my flesh.’
The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, ‘How can this
man give us his flesh to eat?’ So Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell
you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood,
you have no life in you. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood
have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; for my
flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. Those who eat my flesh
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and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living
Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me
will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from
heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But
the one who eats this bread will live for ever.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
Sermon
Hymn

Andy Willis
Holy God
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father and
he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The Gathering of Gifts Le duo N'imPorte Quoi
Koko Taylor and Sylvain Fournier
Prayer of Thanksgiving
We thank you, God of life,
that you have given us your word
that we might understand.
You have taught us how to follow you,
to enjoy good and to delight in love.
We have gathered in your name
and been made holy in your sight,
freed from want,
offered a wisdom that is more than data,
while learning from data how to act more wisely.
Teach us what it means to fear you, how to trust you,
where to find you in the midst of all the noise.
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You have lifted our hearts so we might be fed.
You have heard our pleas.
You have filled our voices
with psalms and hymns and songs of praise.
Keep our tongues from evil and our lips from speaking deceit.
You have claimed us as your people
abiding with us on the way ahead,
so that we do good, seek peace and pursue it,
giving honor and glory to Jesus Christ,
by whom we are fed. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer (in our many languages)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
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Sending Song

Comment ne pas te louer

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
************
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This Week’s Schedule:
Wednesday, 18 Aug. 12h00
Thursday, 19 Aug. 12h00
Sunday, 22 August 17h00

Small group study*
Centering Prayer*
Worship at the John Knox Center

* denotes online-only activities

ANNOUNCEMENTS
22 August – Worship at the John Knox Center at 17h00

On Sunday 22 August, our congregation will hold an in-person outdoor
worship service at the John Knox Center (Chemin des Crêts-de-Pregny 27,
1218 Le Grand-Saconnex) at 17h00, instead of our normal 11h00 service at the
church. All are welcome! You can sign up via the “Worship Options” page on
our website, or click here. For those unable to attend, a recording of the service
will be available online (and in case of rain, the service will be livestreamed
from the sanctuary).

Opportunity to Attend Worship in Person

It is possible for up to 50 people to attend worship in the sanctuary each week,
and those in attendance can sing. We still wear masks at all times, we still keep
distance between family groups, and we still refrain from celebrating
Communion indoors. Livestreaming will also continue for regular Sunday
services. If you're ready to come back to the sanctuary and sing together, you
are very welcome. Sign up here: https://genevalutheran.church/in-personworship/

Offering a Song or Piece of Music in Worship this Summer

Do you have a song or piece of music you'd like to share with the community
in worship? Members will be sharing musical offerings as part of Sunday
worship during the month of August. If you would like to participate, please
contact Regine Kummer: regine.kummer@gmail.com

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship

Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of
intercession for an upcoming worship service? Prayers and scripture readings
are all being done in-person these days (due to technical limitations,
prerecording is no longer an option). You can sign up using the link in the
church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the church office with any
questions.

Online Coffee Hour

An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great
opportunity to connect with one another, and all are welcome to participate. If
you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be
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added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to
office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you to the list.

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00

The online Centering Prayer group will resume meeting via Zoom this
Thursday, 5 August at 12h00. Here’s the link to join:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group
setting. More details about Centering Prayer are here:
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/

Thank You for Your Generosity

Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

Accommodation inquiry

A young Ugandan psychologist, Moses, who has been working alongside
LWF Uganda in providing psychosocial support to refugees, is looking for an
affordable room in Geneva for six months starting in September. He will be
doing an internship with UNHCR and will be living on a very modest
internship allowance (CHF 1000 per month) out of which he will need to cover
his accommodation, living expenses and local travel. Moses is Anglican, has a
wife and small child who will remain in Uganda during his internship. If
anyone has a spare room that could be rented to Moses for six months (or less),
please contact Marina Dölker (marina.doelker@gmail.com or 078-6454612)
for further information.

“Voices of Faith” Summer 2021 Devotional Series

This devotional series calls on the voices of faith that offer wisdom and insight
for our spiritual journey. Members of our ELCG community are sharing words
of spiritual wisdom that have given shape and meaning to their own faith walk.
These voices of faith will include spiritual writers, authors, theologians, poets,
and mystics – coming from times past and present and with diverse perspectives.
Each contributor offers personal context with questions for reflection, so that we
may learn from each other. The devotionals will be sent via church email twice
a week and will also be available on the church website.
If you would like to contribute a devotional to this series, please contact Judy Davis at:
pastorjdavis@gmail.com or contact the church office for more information.
Cover photo: Congregational retreat 2018, photo by George Arende
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