EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT JOHN KNOX CENTER

17H00, 22 AUGUST 2021

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!

We are church with open arms, where each person is welcome
in God’s all-inclusive love.
Jesus shared God’s gracious love with all people, and we seek to follow this
example. People of any economic status, marital or family situation, sexual
orientation, gender identity, or ability are welcome to full participation in
our congregation. We honor the unique gifts of each.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Reader: Tobias Gorsleben & Nancy Bazan
Prayer leader: Marina Dölker
Communion servers: Elisabeth Benn, Nyambura Njoroge
Ushers: Valerie Marinoni, Hiromi Yano
Musicians: Terry MacArthur, Mark Miller
Offering counters: Johnny Camaddo, Ray Woodcock
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost + 22 August 2021
17h00, John Knox Centre

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Liberia, Sierra Leone

Musical Preparation
Opening Words
Like a picnic with family and friends,
but centered on the food that satisfies rather than the barbecue,
like the smell that recollects a joy along the lake,
a delight in the park,
but engaging us to be present here amidst the scent of sweet summer
soil,
like telling old stories that shape who we are
but hearing within the words the One whose word is life,
we become church,
the body of Christ,
broken,
yet continuing to break the bread by which life is freely given,
often uncertain,
but persisting in looking to Jesus, the pioneer of our faith,
poured out,
but in the giving, able to taste and see that God is good.
So together we sing, inviting others to the feast
by which we live our days in gratitude.

Hymn

All who hunger, gather gladly

Call to Prayer
Prayer of Confession
God, our sure defense,
the peddlers of fear,
the mythologies in which only the strongest survive,
the interlinked stories of superheroes,
necessary violence, and our inability to change
swirl around us like drones.
We confess that we are often not able to stand firm,
often not able even to stand.
2

3

Sung Response

Kyrie eleison

Lord have mercy

We easily shake off the shoes of the gospel of peace
for the boots of war.
The belt of truth gets unbuckled
by the false seductions that would hold our gaze.
Your word too quickly becomes a real sword
used to harm and control,
instead of the spirit that offers life.
We confess that we are often not able to stand firm,
often not able even to stand.
Sung Response

Kyrie eleison

When your words seem too hard for us
and we are tempted to turn away,
retreating from loving you, from loving our neighbors,
lost in serving ourselves,
save us in the time of trial,
so that we might not only be able to stand, but to stand firm
in the grace of your Beloved, Jesus Christ.
Sung Response

Kyrie eleison

Words of Grace
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Gloria

O ndamm

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Epistle Reading

Ephesians 6:10-20

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the
whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil. For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh,
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers
of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly places. Therefore, take up the whole armor of God, so that you
may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything,
to stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your
waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. As shoes for your feet
put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace.
With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to
quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that
end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints.
Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to
make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia
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Gospel Reading

John 6:56-69

The Gospel according to John, chapter 6.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said,] ‘I am the living bread that came down from heaven.
Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever; and the bread that I will
[Jesus said,] Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me,
and I in them. Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the
Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is the bread
that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and
they died. But the one who eats this bread will live for ever.’ He said
these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.
When many of his disciples heard it, they said, ‘This teaching is
difficult; who can accept it?’ But Jesus, being aware that his disciples
were complaining about it, said to them, ‘Does this offend you? Then
what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was
before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that
I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But among you there are some
who do not believe.’ For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones
that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. And he
said, ‘For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless
it is granted by the Father.’
Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went
about with him. So Jesus asked the twelve, ‘Do you also wish to go
away?’ Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom can we go? You
have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that
you are the Holy One of God.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
Sermon

Andy Willis
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Hymn

By your hand you feed your people
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Blessing of the Backpacks
Children are invited to gather around Andy with their backpacks.
The Gathering of Gifts

Amazing Grace
Mark Miller, flugelhorn
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The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving

Preface
For all of creation,
thanks.
For humanity bearing your image, capable of compassion,
thanks.
For the freedom from slaveries, through seas of unsavory manipulation,
thanks.
For the manna in the wilderness, when all seems lost,
thanks.
For the water from the rock, the well of grace that does not run dry,
thanks.
For the food that satisfies, for the bread of life,
thanks.
For the choirs of angels singing your glory,
thanks.
With your saints of every time and place, we join the hymn of praise.
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Sanctus

You are holy

Eucharistic Prayer
Words of Institution
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Remembering
Even though we come with our own piece of bread, we remember that
Christ makes us one body as we eat together. We each have a cup, but
love is poured out like wine from a pitcher. We remember the salvation
that comes from Christ, that surges through us like blood. We proclaim
the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Prayer to the Holy Spirit
The Lord’s Prayer (in our many languages)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
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Agnus Dei

Mwana Mberere
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Songs during Communion
We are coming, Lord, to the table
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Eat this bread

Post Communion Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
************
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Opportunity to AMend Worship in Person
It is possible for up to 50 people to attend worship in the sanctuary each week, and
those in attendance can sing. We still wear masks at all times, we still keep distance
between family groups, and we still refrain from celebrating Communion indoors.
Livestreaming will also continue for regular Sunday services. If you're ready to
come back to the sanctuary and sing together, you are very welcome. Sign up here:
https://genevalutheran.church/in-person-worship/

Oﬀering a Song or Piece of Music in Worship this Summer
Do you have a song or piece of music you'd like to share with the community in
worship? Members will be sharing musical offerings as part of Sunday worship.
You have two Sundays left. If you would like to participate, please contact Regine
Kummer: regine.kummer@gmail.com

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of intercession
for an upcoming worship service? Prayers and scripture readings are all being done
in-person these days (due to technical limitations, prerecording is no longer an
option). You can sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to
contact the church office with any questions.

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
The online Centering Prayer group will resume meeting via Zoom this Thursday, 5
August at 12h00. Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group
setting. More details about Centering Prayer are here:
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our community to
continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of God’s love near and
far over the past year. Your support remains essential to our ministry together.
Please continue to give as you are able this season—details are on our website:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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“Voices of Faith” Summer 2021 DevoYonal Series
This devotional series calls on the voices of faith that offer wisdom and insight for
our spiritual journey. Members of our ELCG community are sharing words of
spiritual wisdom that have given shape and meaning to their own faith walk. The
devotionals will be sent via church email twice a week and will also be available
on the church website.
If you would like to contribute a devotional to this series, please contact Judy
Davis at: pastorjdavis@gmail.com or contact the church office for more
information.

Save the Date – CongregaYonal Retreat on 2 October
On Saturday 2 October, our congregation will gather for a day-retreat to visit the
ruins of the 12th century Carthusian monastery of Oujon. The ruins are located near
Arzier (not far from St-Cergue). The day will involve group time at a picnic and
playground area, plus a walk through the ruins—all ages welcome! More
information will follow—for now, please note the date and plan to join.

AccommodaYon Inquiry
A young Ugandan psychologist, Moses, who has been working alongside LWF
Uganda in providing psychosocial support to refugees, is looking for an affordable
room in Geneva for six months starting in September. He will be doing an
internship with UNHCR and will be living on a very modest internship allowance
(CHF 1000 per month) out of which he will need to cover his accommodation,
living expenses and local travel. Moses is Anglican, has a wife and small child who
will remain in Uganda during his internship. If anyone has a spare room that could
be rented to Moses for six months (or less), please contact Marina Dölker
(marina.doelker@gmail.com or 078-6454612) for further information.
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This Week’s Schedule:
Wednesday, 25 Aug. 12h00
Thursday, 26 Aug. 12h00
Saturday, 28 Aug.
Sunday, 29 Aug.
17h00

Small group study*
Centering Prayer*
Congregation Council retreat
Worship on the Fourteenth Sunday
after Pentecost

* denotes online-only activities

Our church is enYrely self-supporYng. We count on our members and visitors
to give generously to support our congregation. You may contribute in cash
through the offering bags. We can also accept your check in US dollars made out to
“Evangelical Lutheran Church in America”. On the memo portion, please write
GMG 0858. There are post transfer slips at the back of the church if you would like
to offer your support through our Post Account. Thank you very much! Bank and
PostFinance details below:
Credit Suisse
CH-1211 Geneva 70 (0251)
Account Number 226749-71
Clearing Number 4835
IBAN CH15 0483 5022 6749 7 100 0
BIC/SWIFT CRESCHZZ12A

PostFinance
The English-Speaking Congregation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Geneva
Account Number 12-9677-6
IBAN CH13 0900 0000 1200 9677 6
BIC POFICHBEXXX

For Geneva taxpayers, contributions to the ELCG can be deducted from the
"cantonal et communal" tax. For more information, please contact the church
office.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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If you are a guest in our congregaYon this a^ernoon, please fill out the
connection card below—you can place it in the offering bag or hand it to the pastor
or one of the ushers. We would love to learn more of your story and answer any
questions you might have about our congregation.
ELCG Connection Card
Name
Address
Postal Code
City/Commune
Home Phone
Work Phone
Email Address
I/we request prayer for the following joys or concerns:
New to Geneva? Y/N

Date

21

