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At the beginning of the COVID-19 lockdown, I decided to start reading Jürgen Moltmann’s book, Hope in 
These Troubled Times, that I had recently put on my bookshelf.  Mostly because I personally was in need 
of some hope, during an especially difficult time that the whole world was going through.   
 

Moltmann is a well-known German theologian who 
wrote, among other works, Theology of Hope, which was 
ground-breaking theology when it was published 50 years 
ago. In many ways, Hope in These Troubled Times is a 
continuation of this earlier work. 
 

Though hope in general is challenged by many ideologies 
and global trends that deny hope and even life itself, such 
as violence, social and economic inequality, climate 
change (and, though the book doesn’t address it, the 
COVID pandemic). These can lead to a sense of profound 
despair.  Moltmann reminds us that the Christian faith has much to say in response to a despairing 
world.  In the eternal ‘yes’ of the living God, we affirm the goodness and ongoing purpose of our fragile 
humanity.  The eternal love of God empowers us to love life and resist a culture of death.  In the 
nearness of God, we trust in Him, despite the dangers and uncertainty.   
 

In the words of Moltmann:  
“Christian hope draws the promised future of God into the present day and prepares the 
present day for this future… [T]hinking in the power of hope is not the train-bearer of reality: 
instead, it goes ahead of reality and lights its way with a torch. The historical-eschatological 
category is the category of the novum, that which is new: the new spirit, the new heart, the new 
human being, the new covenant, the new song, and ultimately, the promise: “Behold, I make all 
things new” (Rev. 21:5)… In light of our faith, as Christians we can honestly assess and face the 
full force of humanity’s contemporary challenges, yet also experience and instill a realistic hope 
of transcending them.”*

 

Moltmann explores Christian hope today and shows that Christians have a great hope in God who is 
present with us and who will also return to restore and make all things new, in a time when hope itself 
can be difficult to find and grasp onto.   
 

“For faith is hope in God in view of the things to come (Romans 5:5), and this certain hope gives faith the 
character of a waiting that is patient and at the same time rushes toward the Lord who is coming 
(Romans 8:25; 12:12).”† 
 

Questions for reflection:  
• Where do you find hope in difficult times? 
• How can you provide hope for someone else going through a difficult time?   

 
 

* Jürgen Moltmann, Hope in These Troubled Times (Geneva: WCC Publications, 2019), viii. 
† ibid, 140-141.  


