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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 

WELCOMES YOU! 
 
 

We are a home away-from-home, with people from different places 
becoming sisters and brothers in Christ. 

Our members come from 40 countries and six continents. Some are in Geneva for 

decades, others for only a few months. All help the parish to be a community of 

shared beliefs, experiences and concerns. Opportunities for fellowship, spiritual 
growth and recreation bring families, friends and acquaintances together. Such 

bonds are precious in a city of so many welcomes and farewells. 
 

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:  

 

Preacher: Terry MacArthur 

Reader: Laurel Borisenko  

Prayers: Nyambura Njoroge 

Musicians: Regine Kummer, Koko Taylor, Trygve Willis 

Liturgist: Terry MacArthur    

Videography: Gareth Kit, Ray Woodcock 

Ushers: Dinesh, Ritu, and Arnav Suna 

Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation 

Offering counters: Johnny Camaddo, Ralston Deffenbaugh  
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Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 

 

 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost + 4 July 2021 
 

Guest Preacher: Rev. Terry MacArthur 
 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Sudan, South Sudan, Uganda 

 

 

 

Welcome  
 

Prelude  Regine Kummer 
 

Greeting 
  

In an age of bombast, of shouting down, of screaming louder, 

when those who witness to the truth are maligned, 

and tyrants accuse what is not their propaganda as 'fake news,' 
when words are turned upside down,  

their meanings skewed beyond recognition, 

we come to hear the troubling, healing, strong word of God, 
to discover again the Spirit, who works through us even in our weakness. 

We look to Jesus Christ, whose grace is sufficient,  

whose power is compassion, whose glory, the scandal of the cross. 

We praise the Trinity of love, 
who, as on the wings of an eagle, uplifts and sustains us, 

so that within us wells up a great Amen, 

freeing us to be God's people again. 
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Hymn                     Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
 

 
 

Psalm 123 
 

To you I lift up my eyes,  

O you who are enthroned in the heavens! 
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As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master,  

as the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,  

so our eyes look to the Lord our God,  
until God has mercy upon us. 

Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us,  

for we have had more than enough of contempt. 

Our soul has had more than its fill  
 of the scorn of those who are at ease,  

of the contempt of the proud. 
 

Call to Prayer     Ezekiel 2:1-8 
 

He said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with 

you. And when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me 
on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. He said to me, Mortal, 

I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who 

have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed 

against me to this very day. The descendants are impudent and 
stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, 

“Thus says the Lord God.” Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for 

they are a rebellious house), they shall know that there has been a 

prophet among them.  
 

And you, O mortal, do not be afraid of them, and do not be afraid of 
their words, though briers and thorns surround you and you live 

among scorpions; do not be afraid of their words, and do not be 

dismayed at their looks, for they are a rebellious house. You shall 

speak my words to them, whether they hear or refuse to hear; for 

they are a rebellious house. But you, mortal, hear what I say to you; 
do not be rebellious like that rebellious house; open your mouth and 

eat what I give you. 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

How shall we live, God of justice, 

when the rules keep shifting under our feet, 
when the patterns that had given us comfort and security  

are questioned, and sometimes ripped out from under us? 

In the confusion, how shall we confront the wrongs around us, 

without at the same time invoking a belittling scorn? 
We have had more than enough of contempt. 

How do we find our way back to love? 
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When we refuse to hear those against us, 

when the falsehoods pile up in our face 

so that we feel we cannot breathe,  

but others seem to treat those ideas as the air they need, 
when we feel stuck and alone, as if we were living among scorpions, 

save us, gracious God. 

Speak to us, so we might be able to stand,  

not spouting off, but somehow ready to understand the other 

even when they are misled, confused, wrong, 

and first demand of ourselves compassion and grace. 
 

When we would be too quick to shake the dust off our feet, 
meet us to quell our fears, especially when we are weak,  

so we might embody your love. 

When stubbornness would engage our stubborn streak, 

free us from all that would smack of contempt or conceit. 

Forgive us and lead us so we might live, so we might have peace, 

inspired by your faithful word, Jesus Christ, 

in whose name we pray. 
 

Sung Response            Bwana uterehe mu Bwana 
 

 
 

Words of Grace 
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Gloria                                          Utukufu 
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Prayer of the Day  
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Epistle Reading  2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
 

I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to 
the third heaven--whether in the body or out of the body I do not 

know; God knows. And I know that such a person--whether in the 

body or out of the body I do not know; God knows--was caught up 

into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal 
is permitted to repeat. On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on 

my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. But if I 

wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But 

I refrain from it, so that no one may think better of me than what is 

seen in me or heard from me, even considering the exceptional 
character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too 

elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to 

torment me, to keep me from being too elated. Three times I 

appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said 

to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in 
weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so 

that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am content 

with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for 

the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia 
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Gospel Reading Mark 6:1-13 

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 6. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

He left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples 
followed him. On the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, 

and many who heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did 

this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to 

him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands! Is not this 

the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and 
Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And they 

took offense at him. Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not 

without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, 

and in their own house.” And he could do no deed of power there, 

except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. 
And he was amazed at their unbelief. 

 

Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the 

twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them 

authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered them to take nothing 

for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their 
belts; but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to 

them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the 

place. If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, 

as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony 

against them.” So they went out and proclaimed that all should 
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repent. They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many 

who were sick and cured them. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                  

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Alleluia 
 

Sermon  Terry MacArthur 
 

Hymn                    Teach me, O Lord, your holy way 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father and 

he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

The Gathering of Gifts               Balletto Georg Simon Löhlein 
Organ, Trygve Willis 

 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

We lift our eyes to you, gracious God, 

you, our life and our hope, 

you, our beginning and our end, 
you, our creator and our path leading us back to you,  

you, enthroned in the heavens! 
 

As the eyes of a choir focus on the conductor, 

or those of an astronomer search the skies, 

as the mind of a physicist  
 tries to discern the forces that shape our universe, 

or the intellect of a researcher summons her skill to cure a disease, 

so our eyes look to you, Lord our God,  

until you have mercy upon us. 
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We thank you for all the gifts around us,  

for all the gifts within, 

for the strength you provide even in our weakness, 

for your abiding love that never leaves us on our own, 
for the grace sufficient  

and the Spirit proficient at setting us free to serve you. 

Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

For a vision that leaves no room for contempt or pride 

but lifts us high on your shoulders, 

in company with those whom we had been tempted to deride  

but who, nevertheless, you claim as part of your family, 
as loved as we. 

You call us forth 

to do your will,  

to strive against the demons,  

to work for good and right, 

following your Beloved, Jesus Christ,  

living his glory, singing his praise. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer (in our many languages) 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Announcements 
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Sending Song                           Murassalat 
 

 
 

Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Tuesday, 6 July 19h00 Small group study* 

Wednesday, 7 July 12h00 Small group study* 
Thursday, 8 July  12h00 Centering Prayer* 
Sunday, 11 July 11h00 Worship on the Seventh Sunday after  
       Pentecost  
 
Office closed until 20 July. Email and phone messages will be checked often. 

   

* denotes online-only activities 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Opportunity to Attend Worship in Person 
It is now possible for up to 50 people to attend worship in the sanctuary each 
week, and those in attendance can sing. Alongside these significant changes, 

much remains the same: we still wear masks at all times, we still keep distance 
between family groups, and we still refrain from celebrating Communion 
indoors. Livestreaming will also continue for regular Sunday services. If you're 
ready to come back to the sanctuary and sing together, you are very welcome. 
Sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. 

 

Offering a Song or Piece of Music in Worship this Summer 
Do you have a song or piece of music you'd like to share with the community 
in worship? Members will be sharing musical offerings as part of Sunday 
worship during the months of July and August. If you would like to 

participate, please contact Regine Kummer: regine.kummer@gmail.com 
 

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship 
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of 
intercession for an upcoming live-streamed worship service? These portions of 
the service are typically led by members recording themselves from home, and 
we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of May and June. You 
can sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the 
church office with any questions. 

 

Valerie’s Marmalade for Sale 
Valerie's St. Clement's marmalade (Seville Oranges and Amalfi Lemons) will 
be on sale again, after worship. You can purchase a jar (or two) with a bulletin 
de versement. The price is still Chf 7.50. If you miss this occasion, contact 
Valerie directly. 
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Mark Your Calendars – Outing to Basel on 18 September 

On Saturday 18 September, Lutheran Churches from throughout Switzerland 
are holding a study day at Mission 21, the Protestant Mission in Basel. There 
will be a presentation on the subject of religion and peace-building—is religion 

a help or a hindrance to peace? It promises to be a very interesting day. 

Information on registering will follow later in the summer—for now, please 
mark your calendar if you’re interested in joining. 
 

Online Coffee Hour 
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great 
opportunity to connect with one another, and all are welcome to participate. If 
you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be 

added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to 
office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you to the list. 
 

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00 
A group meets every Thursday at 12h00 for Centering Prayer via Zoom. Here’s 
the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012 
 

Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group 
setting. More details about Centering Prayer are here: 

https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/ 
 

Thank You for Your Generosity 
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our 

community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of 
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to 
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website:  https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 
 

Administrative Assistant on Vacation 
The office will be closed until 20 July while Donna is on vacation, but office 

emails and telephone messages will be checked regularly. For normal 
correspondence, feel free to email or leave a phone message; for more urgent 
matters, please contact Andy directly at 079 544 70 12. 
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