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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 

WELCOMES YOU! 
 
 

We are followers of Jesus, seeking God’s justice, peace, and grace in 
personal and common witness. 

Our hope each Sunday is to go out of God’s house with good courage into our 
diverse jobs and obligations—with family, civil society, government, business and 
education. We pray for the peace and well-being of all peoples. The Gospel calls us 
wherever we are to use our time and talents for others and for the common good. 

 

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:  
 
Presider: Judy Davis 
Preacher: Nyambura Njoroge 
Reader: Valerie Marinoni  
Prayers: Maureen Gumbe 
Musician: Terry MacArthur  
Videography: Gareth Kit, Ray Woodcock 
Usher: Fulata Moyo 
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation 
Offering counters: Phyllis Brewah, Ana Villanueva 
 
 



 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        
www.genevalutheran.ch  

 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 

 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost + 25 July 2021 
 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda 
 

Guest preacher:   Rev. Nyambura Njoroge 
Guest presider:  Rev. Judy Davis 

 
 
 

Welcome  
 

Prelude    Regine Kummer 
 

Greeting 
  

So that our inner being might be strengthened  
 with the power of the Spirit, 
we gather in the name of the Eternal,  
who is both our mother and father, 
from whom all our names derive. 
With Christ Jesus dwelling in our hearts through faith, 
we become rooted and grounded in love, 
able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can imagine, 
ready to give of ourselves,  
 because we are filled with all the fullness of God. 
We await the wonder of the presence, 
the healing of being together, 
the bonds that draw us closer, 
the joy of common praise,  
worshipping the Blessed Trinity, 
one God, now and ever.    
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Hymn                                    I come with joy 
 

 
 

Psalm 145:10-18 
 

All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,  
and all your faithful shall bless you. 
They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,  
and tell of your power, 
to make known to all people your mighty deeds,  
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,  
and your dominion endures throughout all generations.  
You are faithful in all your words,  
and gracious in all your deeds. 

 

The Lord upholds all who are falling,  
and raises up all who are bowed down. 
The eyes of all look to you,  
and you give them their food in due season. 
You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living thing. 
You are just in all your ways, and kind in all your doings. 
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You are near to all who call on you,  
to all who call on you in truth. 

 

Call to Prayer   
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Gracious God, 
for all the moments when we are not gracious, 
when anger or fear take over leaving little room for gentleness, 
little energy for taking care, 
forgive us. 
Heal us from all that would get in the way of sharing your love. 
Repair what is broken, so we are not consumed by our wounds, 
but filled more and more with your Spirit, 
alive and active within us,  
remaking us in the image of your Beloved, Jesus Christ. 

 

Sung Response            Nyagasani, Nyirimbambe 
 

 
 

When we get all filled up with how much we deserve, 
rather than how much you have given, 
turn us to a thankfulness that discovers we can have open hands, 
ready to be replenished by the abundance of your blessings. 
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Sung Response            Nyagasani, Nyirimbambe 
 

 
 

When we feel trapped  
with little understanding of how to move forward, 
give us new dreams  
and an imagination that goes beyond our possibilities, 
toward communities that dare to live your love, 
through the gift of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Sung Response            Nyagasani, Nyirimbambe 
 

 
 
Words of Grace 
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Gloria     
 

 

 

Prayer of the Day  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Epistle Reading  Ephesians 3:14-21 
 

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every 
family in heaven and on earth takes its name. I pray that, according 
to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened 
in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and 
grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to 
comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to 
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to 
him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia 

 
 

Gospel Reading John 6:1-15 
The Gospel according to John, chapter 6 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also 
called the Sea of Tiberias. A large crowd kept following him, 
because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went 
up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the 
Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked up and 
saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where 
are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” He said this to test him, 
for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, 
“Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to 
get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, 
said to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two 
fish. But what are they among so many people?” Jesus said, “Make 
the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the 
place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took 
the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to 
those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 
When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the 
fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” So they gathered 
them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by 
those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people 
saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the 
prophet who is to come into the world.” 
 When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by 
force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by 
himself.  
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The Gospel of the Lord.                  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Alleluia 
 

Sermon  Nyambura Njoroge 
 

Hymn                                      O for a world 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father and 
he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

The Gathering of Gifts  Regine Kummer, flute 
 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

The sun and the moon give you thanks, blessed Creator. 
The frogs and the birds sing the splendor of your realm. 
Lightning and thunder tell of your power. 
All your faithful shall bless you. 
We make known the wonders of your love. 

 

From age to age you speak your word. 
From generation to generation you seek justice and show mercy. 
From all beginnings through every end you remain faithful. 
Gracious are you and all your deeds. 

 

Lift up all who are falling. 
Give new dignity to those bowed down. 
Release those too-long bound. 
so that all that is lost might be found in your eternal love. 
We thank you for opening your hand, 
satisfying the deepest desires of our hearts. 
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You are just in all your ways and kind in all your deeds. 
Be near when we call on you, 
and become our song in the night, 
so that we find in you what is right and true, 
through Jesus Christ, our light, our hope, 
now and ever.  Amen. 

 

    The Lord’s Prayer (in our many languages) 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Announcements 
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Sending Song                                 Nita  
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Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Tuesday, 27 July 19h00 Small group study* 
Wednesday, 28 July 12h00 Small group study* 
Sunday, 1 August 11h00 Worship on the Tenth Sunday after  
       Pentecost  

  

* denotes online-only activities 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Opportunity to Attend Worship in Person 
It is now possible for up to 50 people to attend worship in the sanctuary each 
week, and those in attendance can sing. Alongside these significant changes, 
much remains the same: we still wear masks at all times, we still keep distance 
between family groups, and we still refrain from celebrating Communion 
indoors. Livestreaming will also continue for regular Sunday services. If you're 
ready to come back to the sanctuary and sing together, you are very welcome. 
Sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. 
 

Offering a Song or Piece of Music in Worship this Summer 
Do you have a song or piece of music you'd like to share with the community 
in worship? Members will be sharing musical offerings as part of Sunday 
worship during the months of July and August. If you would like to 
participate, please contact Regine Kummer: regine.kummer@gmail.com 
 

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship 
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of 
intercession for an upcoming worship service? Due to technology restraints we 
are no longer able to offer the option of recording the readings and prayers, but 
we would welcome volunteers who feel comfortable coming to the church. 
You can sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to 
contact the church office with any questions. 
 

Online Coffee Hour 
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great 
opportunity to connect with one another, and all are welcome to participate. If 
you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be 
added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to 
office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you to the list. 
 

Online Centering Prayer – taking a break until August 
A group normally meets every Thursday at 12h00 for Centering Prayer via 
Zoom. They are taking a break for a few weeks and will resume in August. 
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Thank You for Your Generosity 
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our 
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of 
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to 
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website:  https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 
 

Andy Willis on Vacation 
From 12 July – 4 August, Andy Willis will be out of the country visiting 
family. Please direct non-urgent matters to the church office. For pastoral 
support in the case of any emergencies during this time, please contact Terry 
MacArthur: 079 652 32 96 or tmacarthur@bluewin.ch. 
 

  



 
 

 
 

14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover image:  
JESUS MAFA. Jesus multiplies the loaves and fish  

from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=48287 
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