EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
18 JULY 2021

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a congregation where music, liturgy, and prayer reflect the
richness of the global church.
We gather each week for worship that is both firmly rooted in the ancient forms and
traditions of Christian liturgy and attuned to contemporary concerns. We encounter
the good news of Jesus in scripture, in song, in the sacraments, and in the gathered
community. The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle shapes our weekly worship, leading us
to pray for and sing songs from different parts of the world.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Presider and preacher: Dirk Lange
Reader: Natalie Rimmer
Prayers: Sam Mungure
Musician: Terry MacArthur
Videography: Gareth Kit, Ray Woodcock
Ushers: Judy and Tom Davis
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Offering counters: Johnny Camaddo, Ralie Deffenbaugh

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost + 18 July 2021
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Djibouti, Somalia
Guest presider and preacher: The Rev. Dr. Dirk Lange

Welcome
Prelude

Fantasie in A minor by J.S. Bach BWV904 Terry MacArthur

Greeting
In an era of shepherds destroying the sheep,
while flattering them with lies,
we worship Christ Jesus, the truth of God, breaking every barrier down.
When hostility becomes the badge of belonging
and hatred the assurance that one is right,
we look to Jesus, who proclaims peace to those who are far off
and peace to those who are near.
In a world so pulled apart that no common center remains,
we cry out to Jesus to heal the pain.
We draw near to the one who draws us in,
dismantling the walls that divide,
no longer deriding any as strangers or aliens,
but claiming them as citizens, members of God's family,
sisters and brothers all.

Hymn

In Christ there is no east or west

Call to Prayer
Prayer of Confession
God of life, for the failures to live by grace,
for grudging about unquenchable desires
rather than being grateful for your gifts,
forgive us.
Sung Response

Kiria alayson

From the dividing walls that continue to stand,
seemingly without solution,
without bridges that cross or tunnels that subvert,
save us.
Sung Response

Kiria alayson

For the invisible barriers, that we fail to see, but that block the paths
of others,
forgive us, and heal our sight.
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Sung Response

Kiria alayson

for the hatreds we nourish, locking out peace,
forgive us.
Sung Response

Kiria alayson

From the tensions within,
from the stresses that pull us away from compassion,
from the tumble of mixed emotions, unreasoned responses, complex
compulsions,
heal us.
Sung Response

Kiria alayson

We have not loved you with all our strength, with all our mind, with
all our heart.
Forgive us, and turn us to you.
Sung Response

Kiria alayson

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
Forgive us and make us new.
Sung Response

Kiria alayson

Words of Grace
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Gloria

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

4

Old Testament Reading

Jeremiah 23:1-6

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my
pasture! says the Lord. Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of
Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you
who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you
have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil
doings, says the Lord. Then I myself will gather the remnant of my
flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring
them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will
raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they
shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing,
says the Lord. The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I
will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king
and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the
land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.
And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our
righteousness.”
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd,
I shall not want.
You make me lie down in green pastures;
you lead me beside still waters;
You restore my soul.
You lead me in right paths for your name's sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff-- they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.
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Epistle Reading

Ephesians 2:13-22

Now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought
near by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has
made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall,
that is, the hostility between us. He has abolished the law with its
commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one
new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and might
reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus
putting to death that hostility through it. So he came and proclaimed
peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; for
through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. So
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with
the saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as
the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together and
grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built
together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia
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Gospel Reading

Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 6.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had
done and taught. He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place
all by yourselves and rest a while.” For many were coming and
going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in
the boat to a deserted place by themselves. Now many saw them
going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all
the towns and arrived ahead of them. As he went ashore, he saw a
great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were
like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many
things.
When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and
moored the boat. When they got out of the boat, people at once
recognized him, and rushed about that whole region and began to
bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. And wherever
he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the
marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe
of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia

Sermon

Dirk Lange
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Hymn

Lord Jesus, you shall be my song
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father and
he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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The Gathering of Gifts

How deep the silence

Prayer of Thanksgiving
We thank you, God of life,
that we are not left on our own,
not deserted in endless choices,
not wasted as though without purpose or meaning.
You lead us on right paths for your name's sake.
You keep on restoring us, healing us, making us whole.
When we lie down, we are in your arms.
You nourish us with good food.
When we dance,
you breathe into us the gift of your Spirit,
giving us the energy we need.
Even when we enter the shadows, you are with us.
Your word and your community give us comfort and direction.
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We pray for the day when we can gather around this table
and celebrate our common cup overflowing,
an anointing touching us with healing,
a feast that turns strangers into friends.
We bless you for every act of mercy,
every sign of goodness,
every moment that reminds us that you are with us and we are with you,
through Jesus Christ, Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer (in our many languages)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
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Sending Song

Savior, like a shepherd lead us

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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This Week’s Schedule:
Wednesday, 21 July 12h00
Sunday, 25 July
11h00

Small group study*
Worship on the Ninth Sunday after
Pentecost

* denotes online-only activities

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Worship on 25 July – 11h at ELCG
Our congregation had planned to hold an outdoor worship service at the John
Knox Center on Sunday 25 July at 17h. We have decided to cancel these plans
and hold the service at our usual time and location on that Sunday instead:
11h00 at the church. Please note this change!

Opportunity to Attend Worship in Person
It is now possible for up to 50 people to attend worship in the sanctuary each
week, and those in attendance can sing. Alongside these significant changes,
much remains the same: we still wear masks at all times, we still keep distance
between family groups, and we still refrain from celebrating Communion
indoors. Livestreaming will also continue for regular Sunday services. If you're
ready to come back to the sanctuary and sing together, you are very welcome.
Sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email.

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of
intercession for an upcoming live-streamed worship service? These portions of
the service are typically led by members recording themselves from home, and
we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of May and June. You
can sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the
church office with any questions.

Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great
opportunity to connect with one another, and all are welcome to participate. If
you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be
added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to
office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you to the list.

13

Online Centering Prayer – Taking a Break
The online Centering Prayer group is taking a break for the next several weeks
and will resume in August.

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

Andy Willis on Vacation
From 12 July – 4 August, Andy Willis will be out of the country visiting
family. Please direct non-urgent matters to the church office (Donna will return
on 20 July). For pastoral support in the case of any emergencies during this
time, please contact Terry MacArthur: 079 652 32 96 or
tmacarthur@bluewin.ch.
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