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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 

WELCOMES YOU! 
 
 

We are church with open arms, where each person is welcome in 
God’s all-inclusive love. 

Jesus shared God’s gracious love with all people, and we seek to follow this example. 

People of any economic status, marital or family situation, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, or ability are welcome to full participation in our congregation. We 
honor the unique gifts of each. 

 

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 

 
 

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:  

 
Readers: Rebecca Daniel & Peniel Rajkumar family  

Prayers: Rebecca Daniel 

Musicians: Maureen Gumbe, Terry MacArthur, Koko Taylor  

Liturgist: Terry MacArthur    

Videography: Gareth Kit, Ray Woodcock 

Usher: Valerie Marinoni 

Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation 

Offering counters: Phyllis Brewah, Tom Taylor  

 

 

Welcome to our new member – Greg Smiley 
A former UN staff member, once based in Geneva, I fell in love with 

both this church and one of its congregants in 2016. I have never felt 

more at home in a church than at this one. I founded a new NGO for 

people living with neurodegenerative diseases and am currently living 

back in the United States. I am still called to this church from Richmond 
and DC as well as when in Geneva, where I still visit with some 

frequency.  I enjoy tennis, running, cycling, scuba, and hiking. I am 

thrilled to formally join this wonderful family.  
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Seventh Sunday after Pentecost + 11 July 2021 
 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Eritrea, Ethiopia 

 

 
Welcome  
 

Prelude    Terry MacArthur 
Dissonant variations on "The church's one foundation" 

You might take note of the Gospel reading, pages 7 and 8. 
 

Greeting 
  

In the company of the saints and martyrs,  

we await the consummation of peace embracing justice.  

Chosen in Christ, destined to be adopted as God's children, 
we live so our whole being becomes praise of God's glory. 

Marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit, 

we set our hope on an inheritance that leads us into love, 

enriched by the word of truth, 
giving thanks for the gospel of salvation. 

Rejoicing in our baptism,  

we turn our hearts toward Jesus Christ, our redeemer, 

joining the blessed heavenly chorus,  
who have union with God, the Three in One. 
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Hymn                         The church's one foundation 
 

 
 

Psalm 85:8-13 
 

Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,  

for God will speak peace to God’s people,  
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to God’s faithful,  

to those who turn to God in their hearts. 
 

Antiphon                                  Let us hear! 
 

 
 

Surely God’s salvation is at hand for those who fear God,  

that God’s glory may dwell in our land. 

Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;  
righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 

 

Antiphon                                  Let us hear! 
 

Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,  

and righteousness will look down from the sky. 

The Lord will give what is good,  

and our land will yield its increase. 

Righteousness will go before God,  
and will make a path for God’s steps. 

 

Antiphon                                  Let us hear! 
 

Call to Prayer     Amos 7:7-15 
 

This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall 

built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. And the Lord 
said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” 

Then the Lord said, “See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of 

my people Israel; I will never again pass them by; the high places of 

Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be 
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laid waste, and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the 

sword.” 
 

Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, 

saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the 
house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. For thus 

Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go 

into exile away from his land.’” And Amaziah said to Amos, “O 

seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and 

prophesy there; but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the 
king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” Then Amos 

answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am 

a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, and the Lord took me 

from following the flock, and the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to 

my people Israel.’” 
 

Call to Prayer 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

When you set a plumb line in the midst of our world,  

we fear what you see: 
famine in Ethiopia, tangled with war and an inability to respond… 

 

Sung Response                       Kiria alayson 
 

 
 

fires dues to climate change but with our use of fossil fuels not 

changed enough… 
 

Sung Response                       Kiria alayson 
 

the increase in the wealth of the most wealthy… 
 

Sung Response                       Kiria alayson 
 

the lack of vaccines for poor nations… 
 

Sung Response                       Kiria alayson 
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When you set a plumb line next to our lives, we fear what you see. 

We have not loved you with all our heart, strength, and minds. 
 

Sung Response                       Kiria alayson 
 

We have not loved our neighbors are ourselves. 
 

Sung Response                       Kiria alayson 
 

Forgive us, and turn us to we hear your word and to your will, 

through the grace of your Beloved, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Words of Grace 
 

Gloria     
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Prayer of the Day  
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Epistle Reading   Ephesians 1:3-14 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 

world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us 

for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he 

freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption 

through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 

riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and 
insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according 

to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the 

fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and 

things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, 

having been destined according to the purpose of him who 
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, 

who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise 

of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, 

the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked 

with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our 
inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of 

his glory. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia 
 

 
 

Gospel Reading Mark 6:14-29 
 

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 6. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some 

were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and 

for this reason these powers are at work in him.” But others said, “It 

is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets 

of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I 
beheaded, has been raised.” 

 

For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and 

put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, 

because Herod had married her. For John had been telling Herod, 

“It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias 
had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 

for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy 

man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly 

perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But an opportunity came 

when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and 
officers and for the leaders of Galilee. When his daughter Herodias 
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came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king 

said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” 

And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give 

you, even half of my kingdom.” She went out and said to her 
mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the 

baptizer.” Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I 

want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a 

platter.” The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths 

and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. Immediately the 
king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He 

went and beheaded him in the prison, brought his head on a platter, 

and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. When his 

disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a 
tomb. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.                  

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon  Andy Willis 
 

Hymn                           O Word of God Incarnate 
 

 



 
 

 

 

9 

 
 

Welcoming New Members 
 

Introduction 
 

Prayer 
 

Renunciation of Evil 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
 I renounce them. 
 

Do your renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

 I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

 I renounce them. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   

He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
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He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Promises of the New Members 
 

Promises of the Congregation 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Gathering of Gifts                   Praying Time  Maureen Gumbe 

by Kevin Anthony Jackson (Sanchez): Jamaica 
 

Praying time work is over now it’s praying time 

I pray my wife and my kids, and my friends and my neighbors they all are 
feeling fine 

Let’s put our troubles and our worries behind 

You can put all your trust in the Father ‘cause I know he’s so kind  
 

Some people call on the Father when they are so in need 
But I will call on the Savior ‘cause he’s always there for me 

 

If Jah was ever like mankind maybe the sun wouldn’t shine 

‘Cause we have broken his commandments and displeased him so many times 
 

A prayer a day and I’m okay, a prayer a day keeps the devil away 
A prayer a day with Jah I’ll stay, a prayer a day ay ay…. 

 

Some people are so hard to believe  

That faith moves a mountain and a prayer is the key 
Hard to believe that there is hope for you and me 

 

It’s easier for a camel to go through a needle eye 

Than an evildoer to see the face of the Most High 

A prayer a day and I’m okay 
A prayer a day keeps the devil away 
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A prayer a day with Jah I’ll stay 

A prayer a day ay ay…. 
 

Some people call on the father when they are so in need 
But I will call on the savior ‘cause he’s always there for me 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

We thank you, gracious God, for every word of peace that prevails, 

for every faithful word that turns your people toward compassion, 
for every assuring word that dulls our fears. 

Your glory dwells in our midst. 

Your word becomes flesh, living in us through the gift of your Spirit. 
 

We long for the day when peace and righteousness  

 might become one, 
when love might be joined to justice, 

when truth might spring up in us,  

 as if our faith were rooted in the earth itself. 

We praise you for giving us what is good, for leading us into life. 
 

We honor those who have gone before us, 

who have shown us what righteousness means, how love behaves, 

that peace is possible even in the midst of struggle. 

We join them in making a path for your steps, 

following your Beloved, Jesus Christ, 

now and ever. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer (in our many languages) 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Sending Prayer 
 

Blessing for Rebecca, Peniel, Ebenezer, and Cleon 
 

Benediction 
 

Announcements 
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Sending Song               Forward through the ages 
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Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Wednesday, 14 July 12h00 Small group study* 
Sunday, 18 July 11h00 Worship on the Eighth Sunday after  

       Pentecost, Rev. Dr. Dirk Lange  
       preaching and presiding 

     12h15 Online coffee hour* 
 

Office closed until 20 July. Email and phone messages will be checked often. 
   

* denotes online-only activities 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Worship on 25 July – 11h at ELCG  
Our congregation had planned to hold an outdoor worship service at the John 
Knox Center on Sunday 25 July at 17h. We have decided to cancel these plans 
and hold the service at our usual time and location on that Sunday instead: 
11h00 at the church. Please note this change! 
 

Opportunity to Attend Worship in Person 
It is now possible for up to 50 people to attend worship in the sanctuary each 
week, and those in attendance can sing. Alongside these significant changes, 

much remains the same: we still wear masks at all times, we still keep distance 
between family groups, and we still refrain from celebrating Communion 
indoors. Livestreaming will also continue for regular Sunday services. If you're 
ready to come back to the sanctuary and sing together, you are very welcome. 
Sign up here: https://genevalutheran.church/in-person-worship/ 
 

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship 
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of 
intercession for an upcoming live-streamed worship service? These portions of 

the service are typically led by members recording themselves from home, and 
we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of May and June. You 
can sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the 
church office with any questions. 
 

Online Centering Prayer – Taking a Break 
The online Centering Prayer group is taking a break for the next several weeks 

and will resume in August.  
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Online Coffee Hour 
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great 
opportunity to connect with one another, and all are welcome to participate. If 
you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be 

added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to 

office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you to the list. 
 

Thank You for Your Generosity 
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our 

community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of 
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to 
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—

details are on our website:  https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 
 

Administrative Assistant on Vacation 
The office will be closed until 20 July while Donna is on vacation, but office 
emails and telephone messages will be checked regularly. For normal 
correspondence, feel free to email or leave a phone message; for more urgent 
matters, please contact Pastor Andy directly at 079 544 70 12. 
 

Andy Willis on Vacation 
From 12 July – 4 August, Andy Willis will be out of the country visiting 
family. Please direct non-urgent matters to the church office (Donna will return 

on 20 July). For pastoral support in the case of any emergencies during this 

time, please contact Terry MacArthur: 079 652 32 96 or 
tmacarthur@bluewin.ch. 
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