EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
1 AUGUST 2021

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a community on the move,
discovering Christ together on the journey of faith.
We see Christianity as a path to be walked together—learning, serving, praying,
sharing, and growing alongside sisters and brothers. As we live and practice our
faith, we not only encounter a new community; we also find the presence of God.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Presider: Chad Rimmer
Preacher: Patricia Cuyatti
Reader: Riza Le Geyt
Prayers: Ralston Deffenbaugh
Musicians: Terry MacArthur, Magar Emmanuel Yayoune
Videography: Gareth Kit, Ray Woodcock
Usher: Hiromi Yano
Flowers: Rumiko Jaussi
Offering counters: Tom Taylor, Ana Villanueva

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost + 1 August 2021
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:
Republic of Congo, Gabon, São Tomé and Príncipe
Guest preacher: Rev. Dr. Patricia Cuyatti
Guest presider: Rev. Dr. Chad Rimmer

Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Greeting
While for many, complaining garners clicks and grumbling sells,
we gather as the community of Christ,
discovering the gentleness, humility, and persistence
that learns to bear with one another in love,
that strives for the bonds of peace rather than the fervor of wrath,
that grows in every way into Christ, becoming his body.
We come to hear his word,
which for us is the bread of life.
And even if we are not yet able to eat and drink together,
we know the bread which satisfies.
We give thanks for the gifts of the Spirit in our midst,
that join and knit us together,
equipping us for the day when we can invite others to the feast,
when we can celebrate fully the wonder of the One
who is above all and through all and in all.

Hymn

When minds and bodies meet as one

Call to Prayer
Prayer of Confession
God, who is one,
when we make every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit
in the bonds of peace, and still find ourselves taunted and tainted,
pulling away, fearful of engaging in difficult conversations,
unable to find the words that might bridge the gaps,
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renew in us the humility to listen once more,
to discover the gift of your kindness even if inside we seethe.
Forgive us our part in the divides,
our failures at communicating with those whom we consider wrong,
our loss of energy in the face of arguments that don't find healing.
Sung Response

Nyagasani, Nyirimbambe

When truth is used as a weapon to conquer,
rather than love that invites,
rebuild in us the knowledge of compassion and the wisdom to learn the
others' heart.
Sung Response

Nyagasani, Nyirimbambe

When love becomes mere sentimentality devoid of truth,
so it risks drowning in an undertow of lies,
turn us to your profound love,
that crosses the prophet's call for justice with the reconciliation that is
mercy's gift.
Sung Response

Nyagasani, Nyirimbambe

When we become lost in hungers and thirsts
that lead us away from you,
tempted to follow marketing campaigns
designed to leave us always wanting,
save us, Bread of Life.
Feed us with the word,
by which we can start again to love our neighbors as ourselves,
by which we become one.
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Pour into our lives your Spirit,
so we love you with all our heart,
and with all our strength, and with all our will,
and serve you, God, who is one,
so we are constantly re-made in your image,
dancing toward the rising that overcomes even death itself,
in the gift of Jesus Christ, speaking the truth in love.
Sung Response

Nyagasani, Nyirimbambe

Words of Grace
Gloria
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Old Testament Reading

Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15

The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses
and Aaron in the wilderness. The Israelites said to them, ‘If only we
had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat
by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out
into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.’
Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I am going to rain bread from heaven
for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for
that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my
instruction or not.
Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘Say to the whole congregation of the
Israelites, “Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your
complaining.” ’ And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of
the Israelites, they looked towards the wilderness, and the glory of
the Lord appeared in the cloud. The Lord spoke to Moses and said,
‘I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, “At
twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your
fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.” ’
In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the
morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. When the layer
of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky
substance, as fine as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it,
they said to one another, ‘What is it?’ For they did not know what it
was. Moses said to them, ‘It is the bread that the Lord has given you
to eat.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 78:23-29
Yet God commanded the skies above,
and opened the doors of heaven;
God rained down on them manna to eat,
and gave them the grain of heaven.
Mortals ate of the bread of angels;
God sent them food in abundance.
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God caused the east wind to blow in the heavens,
and by God’s power God led out the south wind;
God rained flesh upon them like dust,
winged birds like the sand of the seas;
and let them fall within their camp,
all around their dwellings.
And they ate and were well filled,
for God gave them what they craved.
Epistle Reading

Ephesians 4:1-16

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of
the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making
every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one
hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and
Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.
But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s
gift. Therefore it is said,
‘When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive;
he gave gifts to his people.’
(When it says, ‘He ascended’, what does it mean but that he had also
descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is the
same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might
fill all things.) The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles,
some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full
stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro
and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by
their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love,
we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ,
from whom the whole body, joined and knitted together by every
ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly,
promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
6

Alleluia

Gospel Reading

John 6:24-35

The Gospel according to John, chapter 6
Glory to you, O Lord.
So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were
there, they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum
looking for Jesus.
When they found him on the other side of the lake, they said to him,
‘Rabbi, when did you come here?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly,
I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but
because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that
perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son
of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his
seal.’ Then they said to him, ‘What must we do to perform the
works of God?’ Jesus answered them, ‘This is the work of God, that
you believe in him whom he has sent.’ So they said to him, ‘What
sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe
you? What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna
in the wilderness; as it is written, “He gave them bread from heaven
to eat.” ’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, it was not
Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who
gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that
which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.’ They
said to him, ‘Sir, give us this bread always.’
Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me
will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be
thirsty.
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
Sermon
Hymn

Patricia Cuyatti
Hope of the world

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father and
he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The Gathering of Gifts
How great Thou art
sung in Éwé, one of the languages of Togo,
by Magar Emmanuel Yayoune
1. O Mawu, nye AƒetƆ, nye nu ku keŋ!
Le nu siwo katã nèwƆ la ŋu.
Xletiviwo kple dziɖegbe ƒe ɖiɖi,
Ɖe wò ŋusẽ fia xexeme godo.

Madzi ha na wò, nye Ɖela Mawu,
Le wò gãnyenye la ko ta.
Madzi ha no wò, nye Ɖela Mawu,
Le wò gãnyenye gã la ta.
2. Wò nukudƆwo dzena avewo me,
Afi si xewo ƒe ha ɖina le.
Nèɖoa 'tsyƆ na towo kpakple baliwo,
'Fi mae ya fafɛ ƒona nyuie dem le.
3. Ne mebu 'le si mète Viwò mí o,
Ke nèɖoe ɖa wòku la, nye nu ku.
EtsƆ nye nu vɔ̃ wo l'a-titsoga ŋu
Ekpe fu, ku ɖe nye nu vɔ̃ wo ta.
4. Ne Kristo agava le dzidzƆ me la,
DzidzƆ ayƆm ne akplƆm yi dziƒo.
Kem made ta agu, asubƆe ɖaa he,
Akafu Mawu ƒe gãnyenye la.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
Just when we think we have no options,
you open the doors of heaven, God in all and through all,
and put before us possibilities we had not noticed.
When our powers seem at an end,
and we are fed up with what we face,
the bread of angels surrounds us with a love we don't expect,
an energy that renews us and gives us courage to move on.
We give you thanks with all our heart and strength,
for the food you give us in abundance,
even as we remember those who struggle for food.
You cause your spirit to blow over us and in us,
that we might be like quails arriving in the desert
for those who are hungry
so they also might eat and be well filled,
giving them what they crave.
Your power transforms us here in church and in our dwellings,
with the wonder of your grace, making us new
with the up-lift of the wind,
carrying us higher and higher into your love,
with the rain of grace,
blessing us and all people through the gift of your Beloved, Jesus Christ,
who makes us one.
The Lord’s Prayer (in our many languages)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
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Sending Song

Nita
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Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
************

This Week’s Schedule:
Tuesday, 3 Aug.
Wednesday, 4 Aug.
Thursday, 5 Aug.
Sunday, 8 August

19h00
12h00
12h00
11h00

Small group study*
Small group study*
Center Prayer*
Worship on the Eleventh Sunday after
Pentecost

* denotes online-only activities
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Opportunity to Attend Worship in Person
It is possible for up to 50 people to attend worship in the sanctuary each week,
and those in attendance can sing. Alongside these significant changes, much
remains the same: we still wear masks at all times, we still keep distance
between family groups, and we still refrain from celebrating Communion
indoors. Livestreaming will also continue for regular Sunday services. If you're
ready to come back to the sanctuary and sing together, you are very welcome.
Sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email.

Offering a Song or Piece of Music in Worship this Summer
Do you have a song or piece of music you'd like to share with the community
in worship? Members will be sharing musical offerings as part of Sunday
worship during the months of July and August. If you would like to
participate, please contact Regine Kummer: regine.kummer@gmail.com

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of
intercession for an upcoming worship service? Prayers and scripture readings
are all being done in-person these days (due to technical limitations,
prerecording is no longer an option). You can sign up using the link in the
church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the church office with any
questions.

Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great
opportunity to connect with one another, and all are welcome to participate. If
you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be
added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to
office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you to the list.

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
The online Centering Prayer group will resume meeting via Zoom this
Thursday, 5 August at 12h00. Here’s the link to join:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group
setting. More details about Centering Prayer are here:
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to
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our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

Andy Willis on Vacation
Andy Willis will be returning from vacation on 4 August. Please direct nonurgent matters to the church office. For pastoral support in the case of any
emergencies during this time, please contact Terry MacArthur: 079 652 32 96
or tmacarthur@bluewin.ch.

Valerie’s Apricot Jam and Apricot Chutney for Sale Today
Valerie’s latest batches of apricot jam and apricot chutney will be available for
sale after the worship service today. The price is CHF 7.50 and all the proceeds
will go to the church.
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