EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11H00
20 JUNE 2021

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a community on the move,
discovering Christ together on the journey of faith.
We see Christianity as a path to be walked together—learning, serving, praying,
sharing, and growing alongside sisters and brothers. As we live and practice our
faith, we not only encounter a new community; we also find the presence of God.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this morning:
Reader: Clare Duran
Prayer leader: Judy Davis
Musicians: Natalie Deffenbaugh, Regine Kummer, Koko Taylor
Liturgist: Terry MacArthur
Videographers: Gareth Kit, Ray Woodcock
Usher: Aleida Auld
Offering counters: Johnny Camaddo, Ngoni Hove
Church school teachers: André du Plessis, Tim Fieldsend, Chad Rimmer
Flowers provided by: German-Speaking Congregation

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89
Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch
office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.ch
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost + 20 June 2021
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Malawi, Zambia
Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Greeting
In the midst of the Fête de la Musique coming alive again,
we give thanks to God, who is good.
Through the storms of raging arpeggios and rugged chords,
we have found a new dimension in the world of sound.
Through silences, suddenly poignant,
we discover ourselves realigned, receiving the grace of God.
This is the acceptable time
to listen and understand God's wonderful works,
to find no obstacle to the salvation close at hand,
to open wide our hearts and sing God's steadfast love,
discovering we are moved toward a more profound Alleluia,
raising our voices in praise of Jesus Christ,
bearing witness to the presence of the Spirit, our truth, our life.

Hymn

When in our music God is glorified

Call to Prayer
Prayer of Confession
When adoration is all about pride, God of life,
and we put ourselves at the center,
to the point where the rest of creation cries out against us,
forgive us.
When we participate, even in small ways, in the evil that strives
against the light, excusing ourselves with all the reasons that we
really cannot do what we know to be right,
forgive us.
For not loving you with our whole heart, or strength, or mind,
for not loving our neighbors as ourselves,
forgive us.
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Turn us to those new dimensions—
to purity, knowledge, patience, kindness,
to holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech—
that lead us to the most profound Alleluia,
born in the struggles, the disappointments,
the fears that keep our nights restless,
until we come, at last, to rest in you,
through your Beloved, Jesus Christ.
Sung Response

Bwana uterehe mu Bwana

Words of Grace
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Gloria

Utukufu
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Old Testament Reading

Job 38:1-11

Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind: “Who is this that
darkens counsel by words without knowledge? Gird up your loins
like a man, I will question you, and you shall declare to me.
“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if
you have understanding. Who determined its measurements—surely
you know! Or who stretched the line upon it? On what were its bases
sunk, or who laid its cornerstone when the morning stars sang
together and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy?
“Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the
womb?— when I made the clouds its garment, and thick darkness its
swaddling band, and prescribed bounds for it, and set bars and
doors, and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, and here
shall your proud waves be stopped’?”
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 107:1, 23-31
O give thanks to God, for God is good;
for God’s steadfast love endures forever.
Some went down to the sea in ships,
doing business on the mighty waters;
they saw the deeds of the Lord,
God’s wondrous works in the deep.
For God commanded and raised the stormy wind,
which lifted up the waves of the sea.
They mounted up to heaven, they went down to the depths;
their courage melted away in their calamity;
they reeled and staggered like drunkards,
and were at their wits’ end.
Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
and God brought them out from their distress;
God made the storm be still,
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and the waves of the sea were hushed.
Then they were glad because they had quiet,
and God brought them to their desired haven.
Let them thank the Lord for God’s steadfast love,
for God’s wonderful works to humankind.
Epistle Reading

2 Corinthians 6:1-13

As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the
grace of God in vain. For he says, “At an acceptable time I have
listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” See,
now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are
putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found
with our ministry, but as servants of God we have commended
ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions,
hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors,
sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness,
holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of
God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for
the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are
treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet are well
known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not
killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many
rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.
We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open
to you. There is no restriction in our affections, but only in yours. In
return—I speak as to children—open wide your hearts also.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia

Gospel Reading

Mark 4:35-41

The Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
On that day, when evening had come, [Jesus] said to them, “Let us
go across to the other side.” And leaving the crowd behind, they
took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were
with him. A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the
boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. But he was in the
stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him,
“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” He woke up and
rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the
wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. He said to them, “Why are
you afraid? Have you still no faith?” And they were filled with great
awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind
and the sea obey him?”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
Sermon

Andy Willis
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Hymn

Jesus, Savior, pilot me

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father and
he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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The Gathering of Gifts

Dada withu
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
We give you thanks, God of wind and wave,
for you are good and your steadfast love endures forever.
Not every storm is stilled.
Sometimes the waves rage and foam, threatening to overwhelm us.
But often, you do speak,
and in your word, we find our distress quieted, the surges calmed.
Sometimes we are at our wits’ end,
but then comes the more profound Alleluia
that bends us closer to you,
and we find our fears ebbing away like a receding tide.
We can feel lost confronting that scary far-down-there we don't
understand,
but then, you breathe in us your Spirit.
We glimpse your wondrous works, even in the deeps,
and trust there is a haven where we can land,
no longer reeling and staggering,
but able to stand firm because you hush the seas and keep us sound.
We are glad because we have quiet.
You are bringing us through.
We thank you for your steadfast love,
for your wonderful works to humankind in Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer (in our many languages)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
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Sending Song

Chimwemwe mwa Yesu
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Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

This Week’s Schedule:
Tuesday, 22 June
19h00
Wednesday, 23 June 12h00
Thursday, 24 June 12h00
Sunday, 27 June
14h30
17h00

Small group study*
Small group study*
Centering Prayer*
Congregation Council meeting
Worship on the Fifth Sunday after
Pentecost (at the John Knox Center)

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00
* denotes online-only activities

12

ANNOUNCEMENTS
27 June – Worship at the John Knox Center at 17h00
Next Sunday 27 June, our congregation will hold an in-person outdoor
worship service at the John Knox Center (Chemin des Crêts-de-Pregny 27,
1218 Le Grand-Saconnex) at 17h00, instead of our normal 11h00 service at the
church. All are welcome! Sign up here:
https://forms.gle/Zr1bNgDV7ALj31r38
For those unable to attend, a recording of the service will be available online
(and in case of rain, the service will be livestreamed from the sanctuary). We
are planning to hold monthly outdoor services at this time and location
throughout the summer, so you can mark these dates on your calendar as well:
25 July, 22 August.

Opportunity to Attend Worship in Person
It is now possible for up to 50 people to attend worship in the sanctuary each
week, and those in attendance can sing. Alongside these significant changes,
much remains the same: we still wear masks at all times, we still keep distance
between family groups, and we still refrain from celebrating Communion
indoors. Livestreaming will also continue for regular Sunday services. If you're
ready to come back to the sanctuary and sing together, you are very welcome.
Sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email.

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of
intercession for an upcoming live-streamed worship service? These portions of
the service are typically led by members recording themselves from home, and
we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of May and June. You
can sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the
church office with any questions.

Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great
opportunity to connect with one another, and all are welcome to participate. If
you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be
added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to
office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you to the list.
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Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
A group meets every Thursday at 12h00 for Centering Prayer via Zoom. Here’s
the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group
setting. More details about Centering Prayer are here:
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

Cover image:
Photo by Matt Hardy on Unsplash
Telephone 022 310 50 89
www.GenevaLutheran.CH
Office@GenevaLutheran.CH
Pastor’s mobile: 079 544 7012
Pastor@GenevaLutheran.CH
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva, English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine CH-1204 Geneva, Switzerland

14

