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Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Opening Words
All of a sudden, we can be fifty here.
And we can sing.
The house of the Lord is no longer limited to cameras and chairs.
The courtyard flourishes not only with pink flowers, but with the commotion of community.
It is good, it is really good, to give thanks to the Lord,
to celebrate new beginnings, to reawaken and flourish,
to see again from Christ's point of view,
no longer living for ourselves, but believing what love is bringing,
trusting in Jesus, who makes all things new.
Hymn

This is the day of new beginnings

from Psalm 92
It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
to sing praises to your name, O Most High;
to declare your steadfast love in the morning,
and your faithfulness by night,
to the music of the lute and the harp,
to the melody of the lyre.
For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your work;
at the works of your hands I sing for joy.
The righteous flourish like the palm tree,

and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
They are planted in the house of the Lord;
they flourish in the courts of our God.
In old age they still produce fruit;
they are always green and full of sap,
showing that the Lord is upright;
God is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in God.
Call to Prayer
Thanksgiving for Baptism
Gracious God,
for all the mornings, full of your steadfast love,
when water splashed over heads,
and we claimed that someone was becoming part of your family,
for the moments when we felt your presence near,
when faith was born in us, or renewed,
when we were surrounded by the assurance that we were deeply known and accepted,
it is good to give you thanks.
Sung Response

Jesu tawa pano

For washing us free from sin
in the love of your beloved, Jesus Christ,
for the dying with him and the rising with him,
for his faithfulness while we sleep and when we awake,
for the breath of the Spirit continuously reviving us, anointing us new,
at the work of your hands, we sing for joy.
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Sung Response

Jesu tawa pano

For the faithfulness of those who continue to live for others,
who urge us on in following Christ,
who walk by faith even when what is ahead is not clear,
who make sandwiches for their sisters,
and pay attention to their brothers in distress,
we sing praises to your name.
Sung Response

Jesu tawa pano
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Gloria

Utukufu

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Old Testament Reading

Ezekiel 17:22-24

Thus says the Lord God: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out. I
will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and
lofty mountain. On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs
and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its
branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. All the trees of the field shall know that I am the
Lord. I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry up the green tree and make the dry
tree flourish. I the Lord have spoken; I will accomplish it.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Epistle Reading

2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17

So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are
away from the Lord— for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we would
rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we
make it our aim to please him. For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that
each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil.
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For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all
have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for
him who died and was raised for them.
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew
Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ,
there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia

Gospel Reading

Mark 4:26-34

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 4
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus] also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how.
The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when
the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”
He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? It
is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth;
yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches,
so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”
With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak
to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
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Sermon
Hymn

Andy Willis
We plant a grain of mustard seed

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
The Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The Gathering of Gifts

The kingdom of God
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
God in all, God over all,
new creations abound.
Sometimes they even unsettle us.
But in the midst of all the changes,
all the possibilities, all the problems,
your steadfast love remains sound.
We sing praises to your name, O Most High.
For the vaccines and the new genes tackling disease,
for kilowatts gleaned from the wind and the sun,
for hearing and seeing though continents apart,
for the start-ups testing for solutions of what might yet be,
at the works of your hands we sing for joy.
With the voices rising on the organ swell,
with the walls resounding, punctuated by the bells of St. Pierre,
with the drums and the lyres,
with the violins, the flutes,
the trumpets and the not so far-off choir,
we flourish as if we were trees, green and full of sap,
producing fruit even after long years.
We learn, again and again, the joy of giving thanks to you,
our hope, our song, our life,
through Jesus Christ.
Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
Sending Song

Reamo leboga

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
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Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Reader: Ngoni Hove
Prayers: Mtata family
Liturgist: Terry MacArthur
Videography: Ray Woodcock
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Usher: Jonathan Frerichs
Musicians: Rena Igarashi, Regine Kummer, Koko Taylor
Church school teachers: André du Plessis, Chad & Natalie Rimmer

This Week’s Schedule:
Tuesday, 15 June
Wednesday, 16 June
Thursday, 17 June
Sunday, 20 June

19h00
12h00
12h00
10h00
11h00
12h15

Small group study*
Small group study*
Centering Prayer*
Church school*
Worship on the Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Coffee hour*

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00
* denotes online-only activities

ANNOUNCEMENTS
World Refugee Day – Reading Names on 19 June
As part of a nationwide initiative, churches and other organizations are reading the names of refugees
who have lost their lives in trying to reach Europe in recent years. A reading of names will take place
throughout the day on Saturday 19 June at the Place Simon-Goulart, near the Temple de St-Gervais,
and our congregation has signed up to read names from 18h-19h. We are looking for at least eight
volunteers. If you would like to participate, please contact Maritza Vitela at 076 445 07 15 or
vitelahassinkmaritza@gmail.com.

Opportunity to Attend Worship in Person
It is now possible for up to 50 people to attend worship in the sanctuary each week, and those in
attendance can sing. Alongside these significant changes, much remains the same: we still wear masks
at all times, we still keep distance between family groups, and we still refrain from celebrating
Communion indoors. Livestreaming will also continue for regular Sunday services. If you're ready to
come back to the sanctuary and sing together, you are very welcome. Sign up here.

27 June – Worship at the John Knox Center at 17h00
On Sunday 27 June, our congregation will hold an in-person outdoor worship service at the John Knox
Center at 17h00, instead of our normal 11h00 service at the church. All are welcome! For those unable
to attend, a recording of the service will be available online (and in case of rain, the service will be
livestreamed from the sanctuary).
We are planning to hold monthly outdoor services at this time and location throughout the summer, so
you can mark these dates on your calendar as well: 25 July, 22 August.

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of intercession for an upcoming livestreamed worship service? These portions of the service are typically led by members recording
themselves from home, and we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of May and June.
You can sign up using this form. Feel free to contact the church office with any questions.

Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and
would like to be added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch
and we will gladly add you to the list.
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Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
A group meets every Thursday at 12h00 for Centering Prayer via Zoom. Here’s the link to join:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details
about Centering Prayer are here.

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our community to continue
worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of God’s love near and far over the past year. Your
support remains essential to our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website: https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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