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THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG 

WELCOMES YOU! 
 
 

We are a parish of many cultures and traditions, with deep Lutheran 
roots and wide ecumenical branches. 

Geneva is a crossroads city and our doors are open to people from all over the 

world. About half of our members come from Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, 

Catholic, Anglican and other traditions, and half have Lutheran links. The 
Lutheran Church of Geneva was started by German expatriates in the 18th 

century, and the English-Speaking Congregation was formed in the 1950s after 

the World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World YWCA and 

United Nations agencies opened offices in Geneva. 
 

Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church 

 
 

 

 

 

Thank you to those who shared in worship leadership this evening:  

 

Reader: Sarah Stephens  

Prayers: Njoroge Njuguna 

Communion assistants: Maritza Vitela, Nyambura Njoroge 

Musicians: Regine Kummer, Terry MacArthur, Koko Taylor  

Liturgist: Terry MacArthur    

Videography: Gareth Kit, Ray Woodcock 

Ushers: Dave Lyon, Maarten Wilbers 

Offering counters: Ralston Deffenbaugh, Tom Taylor  

Church school teachers (a.m.): André du Plessis, Natalie & Chad Rimmer 
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www.genevalutheran.ch  
 

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer 

 

 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost + 27 June 2021 
 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Kenya, Tanzania 

 

 
Musical Preparation 

 

Welcome  
 

Greeting 
  

Along with Jairus, a religious leader,  
respected, known, pleading for his daughter, 

along with a bankrupt woman, deemed unclean, 

unnamed, stealing healing by a surreptitious touch, 

we gather around Jesus Christ,  

who makes no distinction about what profile gets chosen, 
no questions about what type of insurance or ability to pay. 

As we emerge from the pandemic,  

we thank God for the pills and vaccines 
and for the ever-increasing skill of medical machines  

with new solutions to intractable disease. 

However, because we are with Jesus,  

we also look to see who is being left behind, 

and seek the grace of God,  

who cares especially for those at the end of the line. 

Even though the weeping lingers and loss confounds, 

we dance against the night, crying to God for help, 

learning over lifetimes God's favor, 

the surprising wonder of God's love. 
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Hymn                    We cannot measure how you heal 
 

 
 

Call to Prayer   
 

Prayer  
 

Gracious God, 

the list is long of those who need your healing. 

We begin by naming those close to us, 
 

those close to our church family. 
 

Then in your grace we dare to let our concern expand  

to those we don't know by name, but who suffer, 
 

to the children who need cradling in your arms, 
 

to the aimless, lost in a world, which offers them no opportunities. 
 

Save our friends, Christ, Redeemer, 

save those we love. 

Save those whose burdens and wounds we almost cannot imagine, 

whose illnesses we are reluctant to face, 
whose pain results from systems that exclude and exploit. 
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We cannot measure how you heal 

or answer every sufferer's prayer, 

yet we believe your grace responds  

when faith and doubt unite to care. 

 

Sung Response             There is a balm in Gilead refrain 
 

 
 

Spirit of comfort, 
we bring before you the overwhelming hurt and loss 

caused by this pandemic. 
 

We remember those close to us who have died, or who are still 

struggling with symptoms that never seem to go away. 
 

We pray for the families of those struck down,  

when in the midst of continuing to care for others,  
their fatigued bodies succumbed to the virus. 

 

We rail against the inequities that even now leave health care 

workers in many countries struggling to get protective equipment, 

without a vaccine in sight. 

This, too, is a disease that cries out for your healing. 
 

Lord, let your Spirit meet us here,  

to mend the body, mind and soul,  

to disentangle peace from pain and make your broken people whole. 

 
Sung Response             There is a balm in Gilead refrain 
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We pray for healing for ourselves, 
 

for the pain that will not go away, 
 

for the guilt that clings from things long past, 
 

for the fear of what the future holds. 
 

These seem to be present, as if meant to last. 
 

Present, too, is love 
that tends the hurt we never hoped to find, 

the private agonies inside, the memories that haunt the mind. 
 

Sung Response             There is a balm in Gilead refrain 
 

Psalm 30:1-5, 11-12 
 

I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up,  

and did not let my foes rejoice over me. 

O Lord my God, I cried to you for help,  
and you have healed me. 

 O Lord, you brought up my soul from Sheol,  

restored me to life from among those gone down to the Pit. 

Sing praises to the Lord, O you God’s faithful ones,  
and give thanks to God’s holy name. 

For God’s anger is but for a moment;  

God’s favor is for a lifetime.  

Weeping may linger for the night,  
but joy comes with the morning. 

You have turned my mourning into dancing;  

you have taken off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, 

so that my soul may praise you and not be silent.  
O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you forever. 
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Gloria                                          Utukufu 
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Prayer of the Day  
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Epistle Reading  2 Corinthians 8:9-15 
 

For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his 

poverty you might become rich. And in this matter I am giving my 

advice: it is appropriate for you who began last year not only to do 

something but even to desire to do something— now finish doing it, 
so that your eagerness may be matched by completing it according to 

your means. For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable 

according to what one has—not according to what one does not 

have. I do not mean that there should be relief for others and 

pressure on you, but it is a question of a fair balance between your 
present abundance and their need, so that their abundance may be 

for your need, in order that there may be a fair balance. As it is 

written, “The one who had much did not have too much, and the 

one who had little did not have too little.” 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia 
 

 
 

  



 
 

 

 

7 

Gospel Reading: Mark 5:21-43 
 

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 5 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great 
crowd gathered around him; and he was by the sea. Then one of the 

leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came and, when he saw him, 

fell at his feet and begged him repeatedly, “My little daughter is at 

the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may 

be made well, and live.” 
 

So he went with him. And a large crowd followed him and pressed 

in on him. Now there was a woman who had been suffering from 

hemorrhages for twelve years. She had endured much under many 

physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was no better, but 

rather grew worse. She had heard about Jesus, and came up behind 
him in the crowd and touched his cloak, for she said, “If I but touch 

his clothes, I will be made well.”  Immediately her hemorrhage 

stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease.  

Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him, Jesus 

turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my clothes?” 
And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing in on 

you; how can you say, ‘Who touched me?’” He looked all around to 

see who had done it. But the woman, knowing what had happened 

to her, came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told 
him the whole truth. He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made 

you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.” 
 

While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s 

house to say, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any 

further?” But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the leader of 

the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” He allowed no one to 
follow him except Peter, James, and John, the brother of James. 

When they came to the house of the leader of the synagogue, he saw 

a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. When he had 

entered, he said to them, “Why do you make a commotion and 
weep? The child is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. 

Then he put them all outside, and took the child’s father and mother 

and those who were with him, and went in where the child was. He 

took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha cum,” which means, 

“Little girl, get up!” And immediately the girl got up and began to 
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walk about (she was twelve years of age). At this they were 

overcome with amazement. He strictly ordered them that no one 

should know this, and told them to give her something to eat. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                  

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Alleluia 
 

Sermon  Andy Willis 
 

Hymn                   O Christ, the healer, we have come 
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father and 

he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

The Gathering of Gifts             Anaweza 
 

 
 

Prayer over the Gifts 
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Setting the Table                   Reamo leboga  

 

  
 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
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Sanctus 

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer  
 

Words of Institution 
 

Remembering 
 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
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Great Amen 
 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer (in our many languages) 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Agnus Dei                           Mwana Mberere 
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Songs during Communion   
Come, let us eat 

 

 
 

 
 

Hallelujah, we sing your praises 
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Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Announcements 
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Sending Song                      Bwana awabariki 
 

 
 

Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
 

Tuesday, 29 June 19h00 Small group study* 

Wednesday, 30 June 12h00 Small group study* 
Thursday, 1 July  12h00 Centering Prayer* 
Sunday, 4 July 11h00 Worship on the Sixth Sunday after  
       Pentecost 

   
Office closed until 20 July. Email and phone messages will be checked often. 

   

* denotes online-only activities 

 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Opportunity to Attend Worship in Person 
It is now possible for up to 50 people to attend worship in the sanctuary each 

week, and those in attendance can sing. Alongside these significant changes, 
much remains the same: we still wear masks at all times, we still keep distance 
between family groups, and we still refrain from celebrating Communion 
indoors. Livestreaming will also continue for regular Sunday services. If you're 
ready to come back to the sanctuary and sing together, you are very welcome. 

Sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. 

 
Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship 
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of 
intercession for an upcoming live-streamed worship service? These portions of 

the service are typically led by members recording themselves from home, and 
we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of May and June. You 

can sign up using the link in the church’s weekly email. Feel free to contact the 
church office with any questions. 
 

Offering a Song or Piece of Music in Worship this Summer 
Do you have a song or piece of music you'd like to share with the community 
in worship? Members will be sharing musical offerings as part of Sunday 
worship during the months of July and August. If you would like to 
participate, please contact Regine Kummer: regine.kummer@gmail.com. 
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Online Coffee Hour 
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great 
opportunity to connect with one another, and all are welcome to participate. If 
you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be 

added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to 

office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you to the list. 
 

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00 
A group meets every Thursday at 12h00 for Centering Prayer via Zoom. Here’s 
the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012 

 
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group 

setting. More details about Centering Prayer are here: 
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/ 
 

Thank You for Your Generosity 
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our 
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of 
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to 
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website:  https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 

 

Administrative Assistant on Vacation 
The office will be closed until 20 July while Donna is on vacation, but office 
emails and telephone messages will be checked regularly. For normal 

correspondence, feel free to email or leave a phone message; for more urgent 
matters, please contact Pastor Andy directly at 079 544 70 12. 
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