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Welcome      
  

Prelude  Regine Kummer 
 

Opening Words 
  

That our joy may be complete, 

we gather together to remember that we have been chosen by Jesus Christ and born of God. 

That our joy may be complete, 

we hear again the commandments that lead to life. 

That our joy may be complete, 

we give up our lives for our friends. 

That our joy may be complete, 

we love one another, no longer as servants, but as friends of Christ, 

our joy, our love, our heart, 

such a joy as none can move, such a love as none can part, such a heart as joys in love. 
 

Hymn                                               Come, my way, my truth, my life    
 

 
 

Call to Prayer 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Gracious God, your gifts are not small. 

How did we end up in the struggle to get ahead,  

instead of heading toward love, with love? 

What happened that we became satisfied with gain, 
rather than gaining the satisfaction of caring for those whose need you put in our path? 

At what points did we forsake the abiding joy of your presence  

for the presents manipulating us to subscribe, to join, to buy? 

Turn us to the way that gives us breath, to the life that conquers death,  

to such a joy as none can move. 
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Kyrie eleison    
 

 
 

All-merciful Christ, 

giving up your life for us, 

what is the fear in us that casts out love? 
What keeps us clenched up rather than free? 

Forgive us the self that sees only within,  

the vision constrained by what is lacking or broken. 

Heal us so the wounds no longer hurt 

and we find within our hearts a spirit wide with such a love as none can part. 
 

Christe eleison 
 

 
 

Spirit of truth, 

we know how much we miss the mark. 

Too often, we make our excuses and persist as before. 

The strife continues; the barriers remain;  

the hurts keep on spreading, passed from one to another. 

Write your law upon our hearts, 

such a heart as joys in love. 
 

Kyrie eleison 
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Words of Grace   1 John 5:1-6 
 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the 

parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and 
obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his 

commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is 

the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who 

believes that Jesus is the Son of God? This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, 

not with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for 
the Spirit is the truth. 

 

Hymn of Praise                                   Margam, Satyam, Jivan Nive 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.      
 

First Reading Acts 10:44-48 
 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised 

believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured 

out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter 
said, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit 

just as we have?” So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited 

him to stay for several days. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

from Psalm 98 
 

Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things.  
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

O Lord, you have made known your victory. 

You have revealed your vindication in the sight of the nations. 

You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness  
to the house of Israel.  

All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.  

break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 

Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,  

with the lyre and the sound of melody. 
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With trumpets and the sound of the horn  
make a joyful noise before the king, the Lord. 

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;  

the world and those who live in it. 

Let the rivers clap their hands;  
let the hills sing together for joy before the LORD,  

who is coming to judge the earth.  

The Lord will judge the world with righteousness,  

and the peoples with equity. 
 

Alleluia 
 

 
 

Gospel Reading  John 15:9-17 
 

The Gospel according to John, chapter 15. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 

abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 

may be complete. This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one 

has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what 
I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the 

master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 

have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and 

bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I 
am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Alleluia 
 

 
 

Sermon  Andy Willis 
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Hymn                                                 Jesus calls us here to meet him 
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   

He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

The Passing of the Peace     
                                 

Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Gathering of Gifts                                   Sara Shristi ke malik tum hi ho 

Sung in Hindi, Tamil, and Odia by  
Peniel Rajkumar, Rebecca Daniel, Pranita Biswasi, Dinesh Suna, and Ritu Suna 

 

You are the master and protector of all creation 
We bow down before you and worship you 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving                                      with “Sing” 
 

You have done marvelous things, gracious God,   

You start our days with the birds chirping the joys of the light,   

the ending of the night,  

With the phrases of old songs and with new sounds of praise  
you raise us up so we proclaim your victory ready to  
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We remember your steadfast love and faithfulness,  
abiding in us through every season, holding onto us even when you might have reason to let us go  

         so we 
 

 
 

With the trumpets and the horns, with the bells in the spire, with the ancient lyre, with melodies we  
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The Lord's Prayer  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Announcements 
 

Hymn                                              Christ is alive! Let Christians sing 
 

 

 
 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
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Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service: 

Reader: Natalie Rimmer Prayers: Suna family  

Liturgist: Terry MacArthur  Videography: Ray Woodcock   

Flowers: Maureen Gumbe Usher: Valerie Marinoni  

Musicians: Rena Igarashi, Regine Kummer, Koko Taylor 

Church school teachers: Tim Fieldsend, May Chin Long, Natalie Rimmer, Gladys Yegon  

 
This Week’s Schedule: * 
 

Thursday, 13 May  11h00 Ascension Day picnic, Parc de la Grange 
Sunday, 16 May 10h00 Church school 
    11h00 Worship on the Seventh Sunday of Easter 

    12h15 Coffee hour  
 

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00 
   

*(all activities take place online, unless otherwise noted) 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Thursday 13 May – Picnic at Parc de la Grange 
With the weather warming up, vaccinations progressing, and restrictions on gathering somewhat eased 

in Geneva, many of us are longing to spend some time together. In that spirit, you're invited to join in 

an Ascension Day picnic. This Thursday, 13 May, members of the congregation will gather in Parc de 

la Grange from 11h00 until 15h00 for time to rest, play, eat, and reconnect with one another. You're 
free to come for any portion of that time. If you'd like to join, please sign up so we have an idea of how 

many to expect (and so we have a list for sharing information about where to find us in the park). 

Sign up here. 

 

Pentecost Sunday – Worship at the John Knox Center 
On Pentecost Sunday, 23 May, our congregation will hold an in-person outdoor worship service at the 

John Knox Center at 17h00. All are welcome to attend—we can accommodate up to 100 persons.  

Sign up here. For those unable to attend, a recording of the service will be available online (and in case 
of rain, the service will be livestreamed from the sanctuary). 
 

We are planning to hold monthly outdoor services at this time and location throughout the summer—

so you can mark these dates on your calendar as well: 27 June, 25 July, 22 August.  

 

Opportunity to Attend Worship in Person 
At its meeting on 25 April, the Congregation Council voted to once again allow up to 20 people to 

attend worship in person each Sunday. In making this decision, the Council took into account federal 
and local guidelines, our church's protection plan, and the wellbeing of our staff and volunteers—we 

feel it's a reasonable move at this time. This means we are returning to a "hybrid" model, where most 

are still worshipping online via the livestream each week, with a small number present in the sanctuary. 

If you'd like to attend a service in person, you're very welcome to register for an upcoming Sunday. 

Sign up here. 
 

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship 
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of intercession for an upcoming live-

streamed worship service? These portions of the service are typically led by members recording 
themselves from home, and we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of May and June. 

You can sign up using this form. Feel free to contact the church office with any questions. 

 

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeIFST_5L2cwSqe7a54FzVL6WQJ4MoBfm_v-HscgQW-hLzW0Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://g.page/JohnKnoxGeneva?share
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdYCs0gjEnNa9e21G8ye7EZCuC_5FvYbqKDrjnkQHxhMY2qXw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://signup.zone/9zLFwX3MEDeC5u4Ec
https://signup.zone/r7YTm3TWKcoBRShpX
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Online Coffee Hour 
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one 

another, and all are welcome to participate. If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and 

would like to be added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch 

and we will gladly add you to the list. 

 
Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00 
A group meets every Thursday at 12h00 for Centering Prayer via Zoom. Here’s the link to join: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012 
 

Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details 
about Centering Prayer are here. 
 

Thank You for Your Generosity 
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our community to continue 
worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of God’s love near and far over the past year. Your 

support remains essential to our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—

details are on our website: 
 

https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 

mailto:office@genevalutheran.ch
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

	Thanks be to God.
	Alleluia

