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Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Opening Words
Not an isolated figure all alone on a throne,
but more like an intimate circle of grandmothers discussing their progeny,
not a solitary force concerned only with its singular destiny,
but more like waves or winds collectively exerting their power,
not an individual doing only what she wants,
but more like a meeting with the best ideas on the table,
in search of solutions to bewildering complexities:
the Blessed Trinity, the holy community,
the miracle of Father, Son and Spirit as a divine unity,
draws us ever closer, making of us family.
So as children and then heirs, then right up there with Christ,
we enter into the mystery of God loving us, God loving the world.
We invoke the names that impart to us grace
and by our praise renew our sense of blessing,
the refrain by which we remember we belong to God.
Hymn

Come now, Almighty God

Psalm 29
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of God’s name;
worship the Lord in holy splendor.
The voice of the Lord is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over mighty waters.
The voice of the Lord is powerful;

the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars;
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon.
God makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Sirion like a young wild ox.
The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire.
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl,
and strips the forest bare;
and in God’s temple all say, “Glory!”
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;
the Lord sits enthroned as sovereign forever.
May the Lord give strength to God’s people!
May the Lord bless the people with peace!
Call to Prayer
Prayer of Confession
It is not clear, gracious God,
how we advance from being children endlessly fighting over their toys
to being children embracing each other in your love.
Selfishness might get covered over, but it rarely goes away.
Righteousness easily begets an antagonistic pride.
Charity can smack of supremacy.
Even the best we do gets weirdly wrapped up in what we perceive as the best for us.
Forgive us,
and in your grace, give us the courage to love.
Make of us witnesses to your goodness,
insisting that we belong together,
becoming ambassadors of reconciliation.
Awaken within us your spirit,
so we do not fall back in fear,
but arise at peace with who we are,
becoming peacemakers to those around us, and to our world, through Jesus Christ.
Sung Response

Bwana uturehe mu Bwana

Words of Grace
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Hymn of Praise

Nzamuranza

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 6:1-8

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of
the Lord’s robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with
two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one
called to another and said: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.’
The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with
smoke.” And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a
people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” Then one of the seraphs
flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph
touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed
and your sin is blotted out.” Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and
who will go for us?” And I said, "Here am I; send me!"
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Sung Response

Holy, holy, holy
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verse 1

Epistle Reading

Romans 8:12-17

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— for if
you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we
cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so
that we may also be glorified with him.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia

Gospel Reading

John 3:1-17

The Gospel according to John, chapter 3.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and
said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do
these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.”
Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born
from above.”
Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second
time into the mother’s womb and be born?”
Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of
water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and
you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?”
Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? Very
truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive
our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if
I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended
from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have
eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Alleluia

Sermon
Hymn

Andy Willis
Womb of life

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
The Passing of the Peace
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Gathering of Gifts

Holy, holy, holy

Prayer of Thanksgiving
With the heavenly beings,
with the angels and the saints,
with the sparkling stars and the dancing comets,
we ascribe to you, God enthroned over all, glory and strength.
We give thanks for your voice,
echoing through ancient words retaining their power to turn lives around,
speaking grace with every act of kindness,
thundering justice when those in need are ignored.
We listen to hear the silence within which you claim us,
washing over us like waters of love,
refreshing in us the reassurance that we are yours.
We thank you for the strength to go forward,
for the dreams that enlighten new paths ahead,
for the arms of our sisters and brothers,
who join us on the way.
We rejoice in your presence,
and celebrate that our bodies are temples of your Spirit,
from which rises the acclamation, Glory!
Bless us with your peace through Jesus Christ.
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verses 2-4

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
Song

Oh sautez, sautez

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
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Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Reader: Shell Breidy
Prayers: Valerie Marinoni
Liturgist: Terry MacArthur
Videography: Ray Woodcock
Flowers: Rumiko Matter
Usher: Tom Davis
Musicians: Rena Igarashi, Regine Kummer, Koko Taylor
Church school teachers: André du Plessis, Tim Fieldsend, May Chin Long, Chad Rimmer

This Week’s Schedule: *
Thursday, 3 June
Sunday, 6 June

12h00
10h00
11h00
13h00

Centering Prayer
Church school
Worship on the Second Sunday after Pentecost
Congregational Assembly

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00
*(all activities take place online, unless otherwise noted)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Congregational Assembly – 6 June
Our annual spring assembly will be held online using Zoom on Sunday, 6 June, at 13h00. We have
several important agenda items, including electing new members to the Congregation Council and
receiving our 2020 financial statements. You’ll find the packet of reports here, and the link to register is
here.
Members, please plan to attend!

Serving at the Soup Kitchen – 7 June
On Monday, 7 June, our congregation will supply 200 sandwiches to be distributed by the Jardin
Montbrillant soup kitchen. Anyone is welcome to help out—we are looking for people who can prepare
20 sandwiches and, if possible, bring them to the soup kitchen on Monday morning. If you can help,
please contact the church office: office@genevalutheran.ch.

Opportunity to Attend Worship in Person
It is currently possible for up to 20 people to attend worship in the sanctuary each week. This means we
have now returned to a "hybrid" model, where most are still worshipping online via the livestream each
week, with a small number present in the sanctuary. If you'd like to attend a service in person, you're
very welcome to register for an upcoming Sunday. Sign up here.

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of intercession for an upcoming livestreamed worship service? These portions of the service are typically led by members recording
themselves from home, and we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of May and June.
You can sign up using this form. Feel free to contact the church office with any questions.

Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and
would like to be added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch
and we will gladly add you to the list.
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Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
A group meets every Thursday at 12h00 for Centering Prayer via Zoom. Here’s the link to join:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details
about Centering Prayer are here.

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our community to continue
worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of God’s love near and far over the past year. Your
support remains essential to our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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