EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GENEVA
PENTECOST SUNDAY

ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION
WORSHIP SERVICE AT JOHN KNOX CENTRE
17H00, 23 MAY 2021

THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING CONGREGATION OF THE ELCG
WELCOMES YOU!
We are a community on the move,
discovering Christ together on the journey of faith.
We see Christianity as a path to be walked together—learning, serving, praying,
sharing, and growing alongside sisters and brothers. As we live and practice our
faith, we not only encounter a new community; we also find the presence of God.
Read more about who we are at: www.genevalutheran.church

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in this evening’s worship
service:
Confirmation students: Louis Forman, Damaris Hassink, Erandi Hassink,
Martha Herder, Celestin Lohmann, Adam Lukas, Ewan Kit,
Ebenezer Rajkumar, Luke Rimmer
Assisting ministers: Monika Herder, Ana Villanueva
Musicians: Terry MacArthur, Koko Taylor
Ushers: Riza Le Geyt, Dorine van Teeseling
Videography: Ray Woodcock
Liturgist: Terry MacArthur
Offering counters: Ana Villanueva, Johnny Camaddo
Church School teachers (a.m.): André du Plessis, May Chin Long,
Natalie Rimmer, Gladys Yegon
We are grateful to the John Knox Center for hosting us today.

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
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Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist and Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer

Pentecost Sunday + 23 May 2021
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:
Indian Ocean Islands: Comoros, Madagascar, Maldives, Mauritius, Seychelles
Welcome
Musical Preparation
Greeting
Like an evening breeze offering the scent of fresh growth,
the Holy Spirit reawakens us to life.
As the trees silently speak to one another beneath our feet,
the Spirit sighs in us the will and wonder of God.
With the warming sun insisting on the power of light,
the Spirit guides us in the truth.
With the quarantined disciples of old,
waiting, waiting, maybe tired of waiting,
we gather for the mighty wind to shake us free,
for the tongues of fire so we are suffused with energy,
for all the languages of love, good news to share with endless creativity.
We worship in the name of the Blessed Trinity,
one God, now and forever.

Hymn

On Pentecost they gathered

From Psalm 104
Children are invited to gather around the Pastor.
Response: Lord send forth your spirit.
O LORD, how manifold are your works!
In wisdom you have made them all.
The earth is full of your creatures.
Yonder is the sea, great and wide,
creeping things innumerable are there,
living things both small and great.
There go the ships, and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it.
These all look to you to give them their food in due season;
when you give to them, they gather it up;
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when you open your hand, they are filled with good things.
When you hide your face, they are dismayed;
when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.
When you send forth your spirit, they are created;
and you renew the face of the ground.
May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
O LORD rejoice in all your works.
You look at the earth and it trembles.
You touch the mountains and they smoke.
I will sing to the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praise to my God while I have being.
May my meditation be pleasing to God.
for I rejoice in the LORD.
Bless the Lord, o my soul. Hallelujah!
Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Epistle Reading

Romans 8:22-27

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains
until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the
first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption,
the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we
hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. Likewise
the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray
as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for
words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the
will of God.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia

Gospel Reading

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

The Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said,] "When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you
from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he
will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have
been with me from the beginning. I did not say these things to you
from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going to
him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, 'Where are you going?'
But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your
hearts. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I
go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you;
but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove
the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about
sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because
I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about
judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. I still
have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth;
for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears,
and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify
me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that
the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is
mine and declare it to you.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
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Alleluia
The Pentecost Story

Acts 2:1-21

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together
in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the
rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were
sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a
tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them
ability.
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living
in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was
bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native
language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all
these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each
of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans
and Arabs-- in our own languages we hear them speaking about
God's deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed, saying to
one another, "What does this mean?" But others sneered and said,
"They are filled with new wine."
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed
them, "Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be
known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk,
as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is
what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 'In the last days it will be,
God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall
see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my
slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven
above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before
the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. Then everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.'
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia

Sermon
Hymn

Andy Willis
Njoo kwetu
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father and
he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Gathering of Gifts
Rombaho
Tonony & Feo: Niriko Gaëtan KTKT Toliary.
English, first verse and refrain, Andrew Donaldson
1. From all that turns us away, God, our God, from all that is empty, or untrue;
everything false, or unjust, lay aside to love youu, and serve you.
Refrain: Whoa whoa rombow, whoa whoa rombow, for you are our treasure
and the joy in our song. Holy One, shine upon us. Whoa whoa whoa rombow,
whoa rombow. Surround us, O Spirit with the light of your love. Holy Dove,
light upon us.
2. Do not cling to earthly goods, money, objects, all are “mammon,”
the devil’s residences.
3. Jesus, my friend, save us sinners, hear our voices calling you to save us.
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Prayer over the Gifts
The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
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Preface
Response: How manifold are your works.
Sanctus

You are holy

Eucharistic Prayer
Words of Institution
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Remembering
This bread is formed by human hands,
but at your word, it becomes the bread of life
and we become your body.
The cup awaits the pouring, but as we drink,
your salvation surges through us like blood.
Eating and drinking, we remember that you are here with us.
We proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Come, Holy Spirit, come.
Lord’s Prayer (in our many languages)
Agnus Dei

Oi, Jumalan Karitsa
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Communion
One of the servers will come around with the pitchers of wine and grape juice.
She/he will say, "The body of Christ,” at which point you eat the bread you
have brought with you. Then she/he will pour the wine or grape juice into the
cup you have brought, saying "The blood of Christ,” at which point you drink.
While the wine is being distributed, we sing.
Songs during Communion Veni sancte spiritus

Eat this bread, drink this cup
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I’m gonna sing when the Spirit says sing

Post-Communion Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

This Week’s Schedule: *
Thursday, 27 May
Sunday, 30 May

12h00 Centering Prayer
10h00 Church school
11h00 Worship on the First Sunday after
Pentecost
12h15 Coffee hour
13h15 Congregation Council meeting

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00
*(all activities take place online, unless otherwise noted)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Congregational Assembly – 6 June
Members, please save the date for our annual assembly, which will be held
online using Zoom on Sunday, 6 June, at 13h00. We have several important
agenda items, including electing new members to the Congregation Council
and receiving our 2020 financial statements. More information will follow in
tomorrow’s weekly email—please plan to attend!

Opportunity to Attend Worship in Person
It is currently possible for up to 20 people to attend worship in the sanctuary
each week. This means we have now returned to a "hybrid" model, where most
are still worshipping online via the livestream each week, with a small number
present in the sanctuary. If you'd like to attend a service in person, you're very
welcome to register for an upcoming Sunday—use the signup form in the
weekly email.

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of
intercession for an upcoming live-streamed worship service? These portions of
the service are typically led by members recording themselves from home, and
we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of May and June. You
can sign up using the online form sent with the weekly email or contact the
church office with any questions.

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our
community to continue worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of
God’s love near and far over the past year. Your support remains essential to
our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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