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Easter Sunday + 4 April 2021
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: The Balkans - Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia,
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You’re invited to have a bowl of water at hand for today’s service
Welcome
Prelude
Opening Words
If our ears were attentive, we could hear angels rejoicing,
Christ is risen.
Even if we become lost in fear, the song rings out ever more clearly,
Christ is risen.
No tomb is victorious.
Death does not win the day.
No virus dares steal our hope away.
Christ is risen.
We join the chorus rising,
surprising in its power to pull us along,
insisting that we belong to the community of the free,
praising the Blessed Trinity, now and ever.

Regine Kummer

Hymn

Hail, O festival day

Litany
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Gloria

Gloria for Easter Eve
by Terry MacArthur

First time choir and then with congregation
Refrain

Peace to God's people on earth.
Lord, God Heavenly Ruler, Almighty God, we worship you.
We give you thanks. We praise you for your glory.
Refrain Choir and Congregation

Jesus Christ, only child of God, Lamb of God.
You take away the sin of the world. Eleison.
You are seated at the right hand of majesty Receive our prayer,
Refrain Choir and Congregation

You alone are the Holy One. You alone are the Lord.
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit
in the glory of the Triune God.
Refrain Choir and Congregation

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Epistle Reading

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which
you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold
firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. For I
handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he
appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive,
though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one
untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his
grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though
it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and
so you have come to believe.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia

Gospel Reading

John 20:1-18

The Gospel according to John, chapter 20.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and
went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and
reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did
not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen
wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also
went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise
from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes.
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she
saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the
other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to
her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and
I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew,
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not
yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father
and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the
disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia

Sermon
Hymn

Andy Willis
Mfurahini, Haleluya

Remembering our Baptism
Affirmation of Faith

Acts 10:34-43 and the Apostles’ Creed

“I truly understand that God shows no partiality,
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
but in every nation, anyone who fears God and does what is right is acceptable to God.
creator of heaven and earth.
You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—
he is Lord of all.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
That message spread throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced:
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit
and with power;
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
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how he went about doing good
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil,
for God was with him.
We are witnesses to all that he did
both in Judea and in Jerusalem.
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree;
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
but God raised him on the third day
On the third day he rose again.
and allowed him to appear,
not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses,
and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He commanded us to preach to the people
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God
as judge of the living and the dead.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
All the prophets testify about him
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
that everyone who believes in him
receives forgiveness of sins through his name."
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
The Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Gathering of Gifts

Hristos voskrese
Serbian Easter folk song
People rejoice, all nations listen:
refrain: Christ God is risen! Hristos voskrese.
Dance all ye stars and sing all ye mountains:
Whisper ye woods and blow all ye winds:
O seas proclaim and roar all ye beasts:
Buzz all ye bees and sing all ye birds:
O little lambs rejoice and be merry:
Nightingales joyous lending your song:
Ring, O ye bells, let ev’ryone hear:
All angels join us, singing this song:
Come down ye heavens, draw near the earth:
Glory to Thee, God Almighty.

From Psalm 118
O give thanks to God who is good;
God’s steadfast love endures forever!
Let Israel say,
"God’s steadfast love endures forever."
God is my strength and my might;
and has become my salvation.
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Sung Response

Alleluia

There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous:
"The right hand of the Lord does valiantly;
the right hand of the Lord is exalted;
the right hand of the Lord does valiantly."
I shall not die, but I shall live,
and recount the deeds of the LORD.
Sung Response

Alleluia

Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that I may enter through them and give thanks.
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the God’s doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day when God has acted;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Sung Response

Alleluia

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Hymn

Christ the Lord is risen today

Postlude
***

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Reader: Kerstin Kollander
Prayers: Ralston Deffenbaugh
Liturgist: Terry MacArthur
Flowers: Maryssa Camaddo
Videography: Ray Woodcock
Musicians: Natalie Deffenbaugh, Regine Kummer, Koko Taylor

This Week’s Schedule: *
Thursday, 8 April
Sunday, 11 April

12h00 Centering Prayer
11h00 Worship on the Second Sunday of Easter,
Rev. Sarah Stephens preaching
12h15 Coffee hour

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00
*(all activities take place online, unless otherwise noted)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Small Group Study - Opportunity to Join after Easter
Since the start of Lent, members of the congregation have been meeting for weekly online gatherings to
discuss We Make the Road by Walking, by Brian McLaren. The book is an invitation to renewed
engagement with the Christian faith. Groups will continue meeting through the Easter season—now
would be a great time to join a group if you haven't already. Please contact Andy Willis with any
questions or to sign up: pastor@genevalutheran.ch

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of intercession for an upcoming livestreamed worship service? These portions of the service are typically led by members recording
themselves from home, and we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of April and May.
You can sign up using this form. Feel free to contact the church office with any questions.
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Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and
would like to be added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch
and we will gladly add you to the list.

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
A group meets every Thursday at 12h00 for Centering Prayer via Zoom. Here’s the link to join:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details
about Centering Prayer are here.

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our community to continue
worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of God’s love near and far over the past year. Your
support remains essential to our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

9

