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Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Opening Words
Different from the games with only winners and losers,
contrary to the stories in which superheroes must destroy in order to save,
we gather in the name of the Savior, Jesus Christ,
who does not stand his ground, but chooses to lay his life down.
He brings hope, not with whirling drones and blazing guns,
but by his wounds are we healed.
He leads us through the valley of the shadow of death,
where we fear no evil,
not because evil has disappeared, or we are immune from harm,
but because he is with us.
With his nailed hands, and the scar in his side,
we find the comfort that can restore our spirits and make us whole.
With his body, crucified and risen,
he hosts a table at which we sit down even with our enemies,
and the cups of blessing overflow.
Love anoints us with goodness and mercy
as we worship the shepherd, who knows our names,
who keeps on laying his life down for us, and for the whole world.
Psalm 23 said and sung

The Lord's my shepherd

verse 1

The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not want.
The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures,
and leads me beside still waters.
You restore my soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
Psalm 23 said and sung

The Lord's my shepherd

verse 2

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil.
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
Psalm 23 said and sung

The Lord's my shepherd

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil and my cup is running over.
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verse 3

Psalm 23 said and sung

The Lord's my shepherd

verse 4

Surely goodness,
goodness,
and mercy,
mercy,
shall follow me all the days of my life.
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Amen.
Psalm 23 said and sung

The Lord's my shepherd

Litany
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Kyrie eleison

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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verse 5

Kyrie eleison

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let
us pray to the Lord.
Kyrie eleison

For Christians gathering all over the world, offering their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Kyrie eleison

Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

Hymn of Praise

Slava voveki Tsaryu nuebyessnomu!

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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First Reading

Acts 4:5-12

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest,
Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had made
the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?”
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are
questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this
man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is
standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified,
whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it
has become the cornerstone.’ There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Response

Christ is risen from the dead

Epistle Reading

1 John 3:16-24

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one
another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or
sister in need and yet refuses help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and
action. And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him
whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.
Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from him
whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.
And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love
one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he
abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia
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Gospel Reading

John 10:11-18

The Gospel according to John, chapter 10.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said,] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the
sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away
because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my
own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the
sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen
to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I
lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own
accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this
command from my Father.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia

Sermon
Hymn

Andy Willis
My shepherd, you supply my need
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
The Passing of the Peace
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Gathering of Gifts

Tsmindao Ghmerto

Prayer of Thanksgiving
You are not just any shepherd, Jesus Christ,
not just any king, giving orders, demanding to be served,
not just any messiah, coming to make things right.
You want us to follow you,
to discover the trodden pastures that you would reclaim as green,
to bathe in the troubled waters that will never be still, yet will make us clean,
to take up our lives again, restored.
Lead us in right paths, where you become our song,
hearing you call our names, knowing we belong.

7

Virtual Choir

Antiphon

Christ is risen from the dead

You are not the savior we expected,
crying out in the night that you are abandoned and alone,
nailed by evil as impotent
and buried within a stoned-up grave.
Yet, especially in this, you are with us,
walking us through the darkest valley.
We thank you for your comfort,
for the assurance that you understand even our gravest fears,
that your nailed hands are not bound, but can hold us tight,
writing on our ever-questing hearts that you love us,
reminding us, over and over, that you are near.
Antiphon

Christ is risen from the dead

The table cannot be prepared as usual.
The bread cannot be broken for us all to eat.
The cup cannot be passed around,
but still we feel your anointing.
Even with lives limited, with sudden changes we don't yet comprehend,
we keep on hearing subtle splashes,
love overflowing like a pitcher spilling more than the cup will hold.
Goodness and mercy spring up around us
as we see more clearly that our very bodies have become a temple
in which you dwell,
abiding there,
as we lay down our lives and discover life made new. Amen.
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Antiphon

Christ is risen from the dead

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Sending Prayer
The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
he leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul:
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil:
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. Amen.
Benediction
Announcements
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Hymn

Savior, like a shepherd lead us

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
***

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Reader: Gillian Wolfe-Tsuchiya
Prayers: Ralston Deffenbaugh
Liturgist: Terry MacArthur
Videography: Ray Woodcock
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Musicians: Corin Jorgensen, Regine Kummer, Koko Taylor

This Week’s Schedule: *
Thursday, 29 April
Saturday, 1 May
Sunday, 2 May

12h00
10h00
11h00
12h15

Centering Prayer
Confirmation class
Worship on the Fifth Sunday of Easter
Coffee hour

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00
*(all activities take place online, unless otherwise noted)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Save the Date – Ascension Thursday Picnic
On Thursday, 13 May, our congregation is planning to gather outdoors at a park in Geneva for a
picnic—time to rest, play, eat, and reconnect with one another. More specific details will follow
shortly—for now, please mark the day on your calendar, and plan to attend!

Small Group Study - Opportunity to Join
Since the start of Lent, members of the congregation have been meeting for weekly online gatherings to
discuss We Make the Road by Walking, by Brian McLaren. The book is an invitation to renewed
engagement with the Christian faith. Groups will continue meeting through the Easter season—now
would be a great time to join a group if you haven't already. Please contact Andy Willis with any
questions or to sign up: pastor@genevalutheran.ch

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of intercession for an upcoming livestreamed worship service? These portions of the service are typically led by members recording
themselves from home, and we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of April and May.
You can sign up using this form. Feel free to contact the church office with any questions.

Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and
would like to be added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch
and we will gladly add you to the list.

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
A group meets every Thursday at 12h00 for Centering Prayer via Zoom. Here’s the link to join:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details
about Centering Prayer are here.

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our community to continue
worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of God’s love near and far over the past year. Your
support remains essential to our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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