Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation
20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
022 310 50 89 / office@genevalutheran.ch
www.genevalutheran.church
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist & Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer

Palm Sunday + 28 March 2021
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Czech Republic, Poland, Slovakia

You may choose to light a candle in your home, making sure it is safe.
Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Opening Words
Not contained by windows or walls,
the sound of hope bursts forth.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest heaven!
The colt is no longer tied,
the path is prepared with what is at hand,
a cloak, a leafy branch, a shirt quickly removed,
to form a kind of carpet rouge on which freedom rides,
amidst the cries rising to proclaim
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest heaven!
Hymn

Call to Prayer

All glory, laud and honor

Prayer of Confession
We confess, God of hope,
that the constraints we face are not just windows and walls.
Too often the love inside remains inside,
wound up in the fears that toss us around.
For all the love that we deny, forgive us.
Sung Response

Wybacz nam, Panie

Pushed toward resentment and blame,
we often do not know how to name what holds us bound,
what scolds us into silence.
When our hosannas lose their sound
and our faith in your deliverance whimpers rather than proclaims,
forgive us.
Sung Response

Wybacz nam, Panie

"Break things" has become the rage.
Words are corralled to sell rather than to sustain the weary.
When broken reeds are no longer tended
but marked with the stain of weakness and tossed aside, forgive us.
Sung Response

Wybacz nam, Panie

When propaganda and power seem to win the day
and we are tempted to give up on your reign of goodness and right, forgive us.
Sung Response

Wybacz nam, Panie

Words of Grace
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Hymn of Praise

Aby nás Pán Bůh miloval

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 50:4-9

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with
a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The
Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to
those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from
insult and spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set
my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who
will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It
is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? All of them will wear out like a garment;
the moth will eat them up.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Response

Lumière de Dieu

The Gospel Reading

Mark 11:1-11

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 11.
Glory to you, O Lord.
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he
sent two of his disciples and said to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you
enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says
to you, 'Why are you doing this?' just say this, 'The Lord needs it and will send it back here
immediately.'" They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were
untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, "What are you doing, untying the colt?" They told
them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and
threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others
spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who
followed were shouting, "Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the
highest heaven!" Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon
Hymn

Andy Willis
Modlitwa o pokój

Affirmation of Faith

Philippians 2:5-11

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form, he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death - even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Prayers of Intercession

The Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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Gathering of Gifts
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
While we sing you might want to wave the palm cross, or other leafy branches,
or maybe a festive cloth that is handy.
Give thanks to the LORD, who is good;
God’s mercy endures forever!
Let Israel now declare,
God’s mercy endures forever!
Open for me the gates of righteousness,
I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.
This is the gate of the LORD;
here the righteous may enter.
Acclamation

Mantos y ramos

I give thanks to you for you have answered me
and you have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
Acclamation

Mantos y ramos

This is the Lord's doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
Acclamation

Mantos y ramos

This is the day that the LORD has acted;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
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Acclamation

¡Hosanna, hosanna al Rey!

Hosanna. O Lord save us.
We pray to you LORD, prosper our days!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD.
We bless you from the house of the LORD.
Acclamation

¡Hosanna, hosanna al Rey!

The LORD is God, and has given us light.
Form a procession with branches, up to the corners of the altar.
You are my God, and I will thank you;
you are my God, and I will extol you.
Give thanks to the LORD, who is good,
God’s mercy endures forever!
Acclamation

Mantos y ramos
When we come to the refrain, you might want to make a parade through your home.
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verse 2

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Sending Song

We're gonna open the window
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***

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Readers: Rebecca Daniel & Peniel Rajkumar family
Prayers: Laurel Borisenko
Liturgist: Terry MacArthur
Flowers: Fulata Moyo
Videography: Ray Woodcock
Musicians: Natalie Deffenbaugh, Maureen Gumbe, Regine Kummer, Koko Taylor
Church School teachers: André du Plessis, Tim Fieldsend, May Chin Long, Chad Rimmer
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This Week’s Schedule:
Thursday, 1 April

12h00 Centering Prayer (online)
19h00 Maundy Thursday worship at John Knox Center
19h00 Maundy Thursday online worship
Good Friday prayer at the church (various times)
Online worship (on your own)

Friday, 2 April
Saturday, 3 April

18h00 Easter Vigil, Croix de Rozon
20h30 Easter Vigil, Croix de Rozon
Online worship (on your own)

Sunday, 4 April

11h00 Worship on Easter Sunday (online)
12h15 Coffee hour

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Holy Week and Easter
Holy Week begins today. The worship services of this week follow the events of the last week of Jesus’s
life, from his entrance into Jerusalem, to his final evening with his disciples, to his betrayal, crucifixion,
and resurrection. This year we are hoping to provide a variety of worship experiences during the week,
including some outdoor in-person gatherings.
Maundy Thursday, 1 April – There will be two options for worship on Maundy Thursday.
• Option 1: We plan to gather for an outdoor in-person worship service at 19h00 at the John
Knox Center in Grand Saconnex. This service will include Holy Communion, for which
everyone is asked to bring their own bread and a cup into which wine or grape juice can be
poured. Sign up here.
• Option 2: For those unable to join the in-person service (or for everyone if the weather is
bad), there will be an online service broadcast to our YouTube channel.
Good Friday, 2 April – There will be two options for worship on Good Friday.
• Option 1: The church building will be open for a portion of the afternoon/evening for people
to come in small groups and visit several prayer stations recalling the events of Good Friday.
We are paying close attention to making sure we do this both safely and prayerfully. The
procession through the church will take about a half hour—for many, it will provide the first
opportunity to be in our building after a long time. The window you have been seeing on
your screen is even more lovely in person. Sign up here.
• Option 2: Materials will be available online for a self-guided time of listening to the passion
narrative from the Gospel of Mark with prompts for prayer and reflection throughout.
Easter Vigil, 3 April – There will be two options for worship on Holy Saturday.
• Option 1: We will hold an outdoor Easter Vigil at a farm in Croix de Rozon. We’ll gather
around a bonfire in the field and hear stories of God bringing light from darkness and life
from death. We will also celebrate Holy Communion, again with everyone bringing their
own bread and a cup into which wine or grape juice can be poured. Sign up here.
• Option 2: For those unable to join the in-person service (or for everyone if the weather is
bad), there will be an Easter Vigil audio recording available, featuring music, prayers, and
members of the congregation reading biblical texts for this night.
Easter Sunday, 4 April – Worship this Sunday will be livestreamed from the sanctuary at 11h00.
The children have been preparing a dazzling Alleluia to set our spirits soaring.
Registration is required for all in-person gatherings, and it will help us greatly in planning
if you sign up soon for any you would like to attend. More information here.
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Small Group Study for Lent and Beyond: We Make the Road by Walking
This Lent, members of the congregation are meeting for weekly online gatherings to discuss We Make
the Road by Walking, by Brian McLaren. The book is an invitation to renewed engagement with the
Christian faith. Groups have now begun meeting online at a variety of times. Whether you’re relatively
new to the Christian faith and looking for an introduction or have been around a while and are looking
to go deeper, this book and the conversation with others should be an enriching experience. All are
welcome to join—if you’d like to sign up, please contact Andy Willis or the church office.

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of intercession for an upcoming livestreamed worship service? These portions of the service are typically led by members recording
themselves from home, and we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of April and May.
You can sign up using this form. Feel free to contact the church office with any questions.

Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and
would like to be added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch
and we will gladly add you to the list.

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
A group meets every Thursday at 12h00 for Centering Prayer via Zoom. Here’s the link to join:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details
about Centering Prayer are here.

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our community to continue
worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of God’s love near and far over the past year. Your
support remains essential to our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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