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Later in the worship this morning you will be invited to use a window in your home. Maybe it has a cross on it.
At one point during the service, you will be invited to open the window wide. If you have the candle for Lent, you
might light that now, making sure it is safe.

Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Opening Words
Profound love reigns at the very center.
God so loved the world,
that even when battered by the forces of anger and fear,
we proclaim how love becomes word, becomes flesh, dwelling among us, dwelling in us,
how it keeps on raising us up,
even if we scarce can take it in.
Because we so easily forget, we stop our daily round
to treasure the light that pushes through our windows,
so our sight might be reborn,
to see clearly the grace that surrounds us with profound love,
holding nothing back,
not even an only son,
that whoever believes in him might not perish,
but have eternal life.
Hymn

Call to Prayer

As Moses raised the serpent

Prayer of Confession
God, rich in mercy,
why do we so often find it difficult to be gracious?
We stand behind the window of our pride, pointing out the faults outside.
The endless comparisons of who and what are better rarely subside.
We know pain and hurt well. We understand resentment and fear.
Tell us again how we might become rich in mercy.
Kyrie eleison

When anger keeps our noses in a screen
and we don't even realize how we are being taught to be mean,
turn us toward your light, reaching through the glass
to transform whatever would be boastful or crass into the kindness of Christ
that passes human understanding.
Kyrie eleison

We confess that even our best work becomes tainted by self.
The serpent from the ancient tree keeps poisoning our minds
—"You will be like God”—
and we imagine we can lift ourselves,
with the right to judge those wanting, who don't lift so high.
Lead us from condemnation to trust in you,
from death to being made alive,
saved by grace through faith, not our own doing,
not our own doing,
not our own doing,
but re-created with each breath of the Spirit in Jesus Christ.
Kyrie eleison

Words of Grace

Ephesians 2:1-10

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of this
world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are
disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of
flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else.
But God, who is rich in mercy,
out of the great love with which he loved us
even when we were dead through our trespasses,
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made us alive
together with Christ—
by grace [we] have been saved—
and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
For by grace [we] have been saved through faith,
and this is not [our] own doing;
it is the gift of God—
not the result of works, so that no one may boast.
For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
Hymn of Praise

Open my eyes

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Old Testament Reading

Numbers 21:4-9

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the
people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water,
and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and
they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, “We have
sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents
from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent,
and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent
of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at
the serpent of bronze and live.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Response

Lumière de Dieu

Gospel Reading

John 3:14-21

The Gospel according to John, chapter 3.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said]: “And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may
not perish but may have eternal life.
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not
believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God.
And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the
light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Judy Davis
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Hymn

Before the world began

Apostles’ Creed
You are invited now to go to the window. If the weather allows, open it wide.
You will not need the screen for the next few moments.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
For God so loved the world
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
that he gave his only Son.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
Amen.
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Song of Affirmation
Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me. The Bible tells me so.
Prayers of Intercession

The Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Gathering of Gifts

You raise me up

Psalm 107:1-3
O give thanks to the LORD, who is good;
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Let the redeemed of the LORD say so,
those God redeemed from trouble and gathered in from the lands, from the east, and from the west,
from the north and from the south.
Some were sick through their sinful ways, and because of their iniquities endured affliction;
they loathed any kind of food, and they drew near to the gates of death.
Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and God saved them from their distress;
God sent out a word and healed them, and delivered them from destruction.
Let them thank the LORD for steadfast love, for wonderful works to humankind.
And let them offer thanksgiving sacrifices, and tell of God's deeds with songs of joy.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
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Sending Song

We're gonna open the window

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

***
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Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Readers: Njoroge Njuguna, Njeeri Njoroge
Preacher: Rev. Judy Davis
Musicians: Rena Igarashi, Regine Kummer, Koko Taylor
Videographer: Ray Woodcock
Flowers offered by: Hiromi & Kaori Yano
Liturgist: Terry MacArthur
Church School teachers: Tim Fieldsend, May Chin Long, Chad & Natalie Rimmer

This Week’s Schedule: *
Thursday, 18 March
Sunday, 21 March

12h00
10h00
11h00
12h15

Centering Prayer
Church school
Worship on the Fifth Sunday in Lent
Coffee hour

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00
*(all activities take place online, unless otherwise noted)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to the Season of Lent
For centuries, Christians have set aside the season of Lent as a time for reflection, prayer, and fasting,
as preparation for being immersed again in the central story of the cross and the empty tomb. This year
we will be observing the season dispersed in our homes rather than gathered in the sanctuary.
Nonetheless, we still walk a common path.
We are working with windows this season. Windows are where light and fresh air make their way into
an otherwise dark and stuffy room; they are channels of grace and possibility. They also happen to be
where we are spending much of our time these days—in our own homes, looking out. How might we
let in a little extra light and air this season? How might we pay attention to signs of promise right where
we are?
We’ll be looking for windows of grace in our biblical readings and our worship services this season.
You’re also invited to designate a window in your own home as a place for reflection and wonder.

Weekly Devotions for Lent
Each week this season, a written devotion is being prepared by Judy Davis and Nina Kiderlin,
including meditations on the readings from the past Sunday and prompts for further prayer and
reflection through the week. Devotions are sent to the congregation’s email list early in the week—if
you’re not currently receiving emails from the church and would like to be, please contact the church
office.

Small Group Study for Lent and Beyond: We Make the Road by Walking
This Lent, members of the congregation will meet for weekly online gatherings
to discuss We Make the Road by Walking, by Brian McLaren. The book is an
invitation to renewed engagement with the Christian faith. It’s composed of 52
brief chapters (one for each week of the year) and is divided into four quarters:
We’ll take it a quarter at a time—so you don’t need to sign up for a whole year,
just the first quarter, which will cover the season of Lent and Easter.
Groups have now begun meeting online at a variety of times. Whether you’re
relatively new to the Christian faith and looking for an introduction or have
been around a while and are looking to go deeper, this book and the
conversation with others should be an enriching experience. All are welcome to
join—if you’d like to sign up, please contact Andy Willis or the church office.
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Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of intercession for an upcoming livestreamed worship service? These portions of the service are typically led by members recording
themselves from home, and we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of April and May.
You can sign up using this form. Feel free to contact Elisabeth Benn or the church office with any
questions.

Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and
would like to be added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch
and we will gladly add you to the list.

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
A group meets every Thursday at 12h00 for Centering Prayer via Zoom. Here’s the link to join:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details
about Centering Prayer are here.

Thank You for Your Generosity
Generous contributions from members and friends have enabled our community to continue
worshipping, serving, and sharing the good news of God’s love near and far over the past year. Your
support remains essential to our ministry together. Please continue to give as you are able this season—
details are on our website:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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