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Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Opening Words
We may get tired and lose our energy,
but we worship God, the Holy One, who does not faint or grow weary.
We may be at a loss trying to struggle with a pandemic,
but we look to Jesus of Nazareth, knowing that no one is lost in his love.
We live in times nervous and uncertain about culture and identity,
but the Holy Spirit calls us to proclaim the Gospel,
putting aside our judgments, to become all things to all people,
so that we might by all means save some.
We become gifts to each other,
to pray for health, to plead for friends.
We will not fail to be restored when reached by love that never ends.
Hymn

O Christ, the healer, we have come

Call to Prayer
Prayer
Everlasting God, Holy One,
save us.
You have given us the means to read the genes of a virus,
but we don’t find the means to distribute it fairly.
We can count meticulously all the costs,
but we are less adept at accounting equal value to all lives.
Save us.
We can unlock the protective mysteries of T-cells and antibodies,
but we can't seem to unlock the shackles of selfishness,
the chains of conceit, the bondage of unfounded fears.
Save us.

Kyrie eleison/Lord have mercy

Holy One, binding up wounds,
we pray for those abused when medicine becomes as much about profit as the welfare of the sick.
From those who would prey upon weaknesses and fears,
save us.
We pray for those left out, shut out, kept out, ordered out,
indebted unto despair, dying for lack of care and resources.
From a world where the access to healing is too often determined by price,
save us.
Kyrie eleison/Lord have mercy

Holy One, delighting in those who hope in your steadfast love,
we confess how often we don't want to be healed,
easily becoming accustomed to the rhythms by which we get by,
while missing the dance that gives life.
Save us.
Even if we may not gather at your door,
we need you pulling us toward the promise of becoming whole, becoming alive, becoming free.
Save us.
Kyrie eleison/Lord have mercy

Words of Grace
Hymn of Praise

Jubilate Deo

Rejoice in the Lord
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 40:21-31

Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you
not understood from the foundations of the earth? It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and
its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them
like a tent to live in; who brings princes to naught, and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing.
Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, when he
blows upon them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble. To whom then
will you compare me, or who is my equal? says the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high and see:
Who created these? He who brings out their host and numbers them, calling them all by name;
because he is great in strength, mighty in power, not one is missing. Why do you say, O Jacob, and
speak, O Israel, "My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God"?
Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends
of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to
the faint, and strengthens the powerless. Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall
exhausted; but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with
wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Response

On eagle's wings

Psalm 147:1-11
Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God;
for God is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting.
The Lord builds up Jerusalem;
and gathers the outcasts of Israel.
The Lord heals the brokenhearted,
and binds up their wounds.
The Lord determines the number of the stars;
and calls them all by their name.
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;
There is no limit to God’s wisdom.
The Lord lifts up the downtrodden;
but casts the wicked to the ground.
Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving;
make melody upon the harp to our God,
who covers the heavens with clouds,
and prepares rain for the earth, making grass grow on the hills.
God gives to the animals their food,
and to the young ravens when they cry.
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God is not impressed by the strength of the horse,
and has no pleasure in the speed of a runner;
but takes pleasure in those who fear the Lord,
in those who await God’s steadfast love.
Response

On eagle's wings

Epistle Reading

1 Corinthians 9:16-23

If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for necessity is laid upon me, and woe
to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of
my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. What then is my reward? Just this: that in my
proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my rights in the
gospel.
For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might win more
of them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as
one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might win those under the law.
To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free from God’s law but
am under Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, so
that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that I might by all means save
some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia

Gospel Reading

Mark 1:29-39

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 1.
Glory to you, O Lord.
As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and
John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once. He
came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve
them.
That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. And
the whole city was gathered around the door. And he cured many who were sick with various
diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because they
knew him. In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place,
and there he prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When they found him, they
said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns,
so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” And he went
throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons.
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia

Sermon
Hymn

Andy Willis
We cannot measure how you heal

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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The Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Gathering of Gifts

There is a balm in Gilead

Prayer of Thanksgiving
We praise you, God,
for you are gracious, building us up,
binding up our wounds,
healing the brokenness in our hearts and in our world.
Hallelujah! How good it is to sing to you fitting songs that give you glory.
You determine the number of the stars
and yet bend low to make sure we hear you call us by our names.
Whatever is trodden down, you lift up,
turning our schemes around,
casting the wicked to the ground.
We sing to you with thanksgiving;
making godly melodies with ordinary lives, found in your grace.
We thank you that, though separated,
you gather us into a community where love abounds
and your wisdom expands beyond our limitations,
until we understand more and more, we are yours,
healed that we might serve you,
raised up that we might serve others,
renewed even if we become weary.
Great are you, God over all, God in all, and abundant in power.
Hallelujah! How good it is to sing to you fitting songs that give you glory.
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The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
Closing Song

Caminerò

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Regine Kummer

***
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Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Reader: Jayne Cruickshank-Magistris
Prayers: María Lucía Uribe Torres
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Liturgist: Terry MacArthur
Musicians: Rena Igarashi, Regine Kummer, Bismark Sitorus, Koko Taylor
Videography: Ray Woodcock
Church school teachers: Gladys Yegon, Tim Fieldsend, André du Plessis

Birthdays Arnav Suna, Julia Finger, Maria Huchberger
Anniversaries Cynthia Wilbers-Muturi & Maarten Wilbers; Bernice & Hans Dörig
This Week’s Schedule: *
Monday, 8 Feb.
Tuesday, 9 Feb.
Thursday, 11 Feb.
Sunday, 14 Feb.

10h00
13h00
12h00
10h00
11h00

Serving with the Jardin Montbrillant soup kitchen
Worship committee meeting
Centering Prayer
Church school
Worship on Transfiguration Sunday,
Rev. Dr. Elaine Neuenfeldt preaching
12h15 Coffee hour

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00
*(all activities take place online, unless otherwise noted)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Small Group Study for Lent and Beyond: We Make the Road by Walking
This Lent, members of the congregation will meet for weekly online gatherings
to discuss We Make the Road by Walking, by Brian McLaren. The book is an
invitation to renewed engagement with the Christian faith. It’s composed of 52
brief chapters (one for each week of the year) and is divided into four quarters:
Alive in the Story of Creation, Alive in the Adventure of Jesus, Alive in a
Global Uprising, and Alive in the Spirit. We’ll take it a quarter at a time—so
you don’t need to sign up for a whole year, just the first quarter, which will
cover the season of Lent and Easter.
Groups will meet online using Zoom at a variety of times. Whether you’re
relatively new to the Christian faith and looking for an introduction or have
been around a while and are looking to go deeper, this book and the conversation with others should be
an enriching experience. All are welcome to join—if you’d like to sign up, please use this form.

Valerie’s Famous Marmalade for Sale
The season is here again, marmalade time! Valerie has been busy and jars are lining up in her kitchen.
2021 will be a good year—it tastes really yummy! Perhaps it will soon be possible to have a "car-boot
sale" near the church, but for the moment, if you would like to purchase one or two jars, please contact
her to arrange to pick them up. Perhaps you could ask around your NHG to avoid unnecessary cars on
the roads. The marmalade will come with a postal bulletin so you can pay the church directly. Friends
living in nearby France should be able to arrange to pick up jars. However, despite dearly loving our
friends in Canada, the US and elsewhere, delivery to these places is alas not on the agenda! The price
CHF 7.50 is still the same as is the fact that ALL the proceeds go to the church. Valerie's contact
numbers and email are in the directory.

2020 Contribution Statements and Swiss Tax Attestations
Contribution statements for 2020 were mailed on Friday, along with tax attestations for those who
requested them. If you still need an attestation for Swiss taxes, please contact Donna Phillips in the
office: office@genevalutheran.ch
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Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of intercession for an upcoming livestreamed worship service? These portions of the service are typically led by members recording
themselves from home, and we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of February and
March. You can sign up using this form. Feel free to contact Elisabeth Benn or the church office with
any questions.

Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and
would like to be added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch
and we will gladly add you to the list.

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
A group meets every Thursday at 12h00 for Centering Prayer via Zoom. Here’s the link to join:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details
about Centering Prayer are here.

Thank You for Your Generosity
The congregation has received generous support from a number of members and friends in recent
months. A couple of these contributions have been made anonymously. We will be sending out
contribution statements to all those we have information for in the coming weeks, so if you wish to
receive an acknowledgement of your gift, please be sure we have your contact information.
Information on making a gift to the English-Speaking Congregation is available on our website.
Thank you for your support of our ministry together!
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