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Later in the worship this morning you will be invited to use a window in your home. Maybe it has a little rainbow
on it from last week. This week you will be invited to form a cross from some of the other rainbows you have
received; we have found that a little dish detergent helps these to stick well to the window.
If you have the candle from Ash Wednesday you might light that now, making sure it is safe.

Welcome
Prelude

J.S. Bach: Arioso (BWV 1056/II)
Regine Kummer, piano; Luise Scheuerlein, cello

Opening Words
With a rainbow on our window,
hope colors us with its promise,
like the promise given to Abraham that he would be the “father of many nations,”
like the blessing of Sarah, who although old, would give rise to many peoples.
With a rainbow on our window,
we rejoice that we belong to a community extended wide,
trusting in God, who gives life to the dead
and calls into existence the things that do not exist.
Even if we are stuck behind a window,
we follow Christ Jesus,
by whose cross we are saved from sad despair,
leading us through the loss
by which life is gained,
trusting that Christ is beside us, abiding with us,
even at the window.

Hymn

Hope of the world

Call to Prayer
Prayer
Hope of the world,
already we have too much loss to think of taking up crosses.
It seems too much like giving up or giving in rather than giving.
So much has been forfeited, do you ask more?
When we see only burden,
show us the wounds that heal.
When we are full of why’s,
turn us to the denying of self that sets us free.
We often become afraid to follow you.
You would turn our world more upside down than the virus.
We count the cost.
Forgive everything in us that fails to follow you.
Turn us to the losing that is really living,
to the dying that is also rising with you,
to the bearing of the cross that is our saving,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, and for the sake of the Gospel. Amen.
Kyrie eleison

Words of Grace
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Hymn of Praise

Open my eyes
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Crossbearer
declaring
loss,
tossing
aside
what
was
yours
by right,
stretch out our hands to reach for the cross you put in our sight,
taking up the yoke that you make easy and the burden you make light,
choosing to lose what would naturally be ours by right,
so
we
do
not
forfeit
our
life,
but
lose
our
selves
in
your
love,
Jesus Christ,
our
hope
in the
dead
of night
Amen.
Old Testament Reading

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you,
and will make you exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him,
“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No
longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the
ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of
you, and kings shall come from you.
I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.
God said to Abraham, “As for Sarah your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her
name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give
rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Response

Lumière de Dieu

Epistle Reading

Romans 4:13-25

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be
the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law,
neither is there violation. For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on
grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those
who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the
father of many nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he
would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your
descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already
as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of
Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in
his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had
promised. Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.”
Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It
will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was
handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation

Lumière de Dieu

Gospel Reading

Mark 8:31-38

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 8.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Then [Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected
by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said
all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at
his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not
on divine things but on human things.” He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If
any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.
For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for
the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit
their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon
Hymn

Andy Willis
Before your cross, O Jesus

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
The Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Call to Prayer
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Prayer of Dedication

O Master, let me walk with you

Verses 1-3

1. O Master, let me walk with you in lowly paths of service true;
tell me your secret, help me bear the strain of toil, the fret of care.
2. Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear, winning word of love;
teach me the wayward feet to stay, and guide them in the homeward way.
3. Teach me your patience; share with me a closer, dearer company,
in work that keeps faith sweet and strong, in trust that triumphs over wrong.
After some reflection the congregation joins on verse 4

Prayer of Thanksgiving

adapted from Psalm 22:24-31

For you, God, did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted;
you did not hide your face from me, but heard when I cried.
From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
my vows I will pay before those who fear you.
You heard when I cried.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied;
those who seek you shall praise your name.
May their hearts live forever!
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to you;
and all the families of the nations shall worship before you.
May their hearts live forever!
For dominion belongs to you,
and you rule over the nations.
To you, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down;
before you shall bow all who go down to the dust,
and I shall live for you.
Posterity will serve you;
and I shall live for you.
Future generations will be told about you;
and I shall live for you.
And they will proclaim your deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying that you have done it,
and I shall live for you,
Blessed Trinity, one God, now and forever. Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
Sending Song

We're gonna open the window

8

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

***

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Readers: Angel Martin, Marian Frerichs
Prayers: Fulata Moyo
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Liturgist: Terry MacArthur
Musicians: Jonathan Frerichs, Regine Kummer, Luise Scheuerlein, Koko Taylor
Videography: Ray Woodcock
Church School teachers: Gladys Yegon, Chad & Natalie Rimmer, André du Plessis

This Week’s Schedule: *
Thursday, 4 March
Sunday, 7 March

12h00
10h00
11h00
12h15

Centering Prayer
Church school
Worship on the Third Sunday in Lent
Coffee hour

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00
*(all activities take place online, unless otherwise noted)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to the Season of Lent
For centuries, Christians have set aside the season of Lent as a time for reflection, prayer, and fasting,
as preparation for being immersed again in the central story of the cross and the empty tomb. This year
we are observing the season dispersed in our homes rather than gathered in the sanctuary. Nonetheless,
we still walk a common path.
We are working with windows this season. Windows are where light and fresh air make their way into
an otherwise dark and stuffy room; they are channels of grace and possibility. They also happen to be
where we are spending much of our time these days—in our own homes, looking out. How might we
let in a little extra light and air this season? How might we pay attention to signs of promise right where
we are?
We’ll be looking for windows of grace in our biblical readings and our worship services this season.
You’re also invited to designate a window in your own home as a place for reflection and wonder.

Small Group Study for Lent and Beyond: We Make the Road by Walking
This Lent, members of the congregation will meet for weekly online gatherings
to discuss We Make the Road by Walking, by Brian McLaren. The book is an
invitation to renewed engagement with the Christian faith. It’s composed of 52
brief chapters (one for each week of the year) and is divided into four quarters:
We’ll take it a quarter at a time—so you don’t need to sign up for a whole year,
just the first quarter, which will cover the season of Lent and Easter.
Groups have now begun meeting online at a variety of times. Whether you’re
relatively new to the Christian faith and looking for an introduction or have
been around a while and are looking to go deeper, this book and the
conversation with others should be an enriching experience. All are welcome to
join—if you’d like to sign up, please contact Andy Willis or the church office.
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WCC World Day of Prayer – 5 March
The World Day of Prayer (WDP) is a global ecumenical movement led by Christian women who join
in prayer and action for peace and justice, especially on every first Friday of March. This year the WDP
will pray for Vanuatu. All are welcome to join the Ecumenical Centre family in prayer and celebration
on Friday 5th March from 11h45 until 12h45. The prayer will take place using Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84083142003?pwd=Y3VRN0xSaWE4RWU0ZTcwYitBSHlpZz09
Meeting ID: 840 8314 2003
Passcode: 155772

Valerie’s Famous Marmalade for Sale
The season is here again, marmalade time! Valerie has been busy and jars are lining up in her kitchen.
2021 will be a good year—it tastes really yummy! Perhaps it will soon be possible to have a "car-boot
sale" near the church, but for the moment, if you would like to purchase one or two jars, please contact
her to arrange to pick them up. Perhaps you could ask around your NHG to avoid unnecessary cars on
the roads. The marmalade will come with a postal bulletin so you can pay the church directly. Friends
living in nearby France should be able to arrange to pick up jars. However, despite dearly loving our
friends in Canada, the US and elsewhere, delivery to these places is alas not on the agenda! The price
CHF 7.50 is still the same as is the fact that ALL the proceeds go to the church. Valerie's contact
numbers and email are in the directory.

2020 Contributions Tax Attestations
If you still need an attestation of your financial contributions for Swiss taxes, please contact Donna
Phillips in the office: office@genevalutheran.ch.

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of intercession for an upcoming livestreamed worship service? These portions of the service are typically led by members recording
themselves from home, and we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of March and April.
You can sign up using this form. Feel free to contact Elisabeth Benn or the church office with any
questions.

Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and
would like to be added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch
and we will gladly add you to the list.

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
A group meets every Thursday at 12h00 for Centering Prayer via Zoom. Here’s the link to join:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details
about Centering Prayer are here.

Thank You for Your Generosity
The congregation has received generous support from a number of members and friends in recent
months. A couple of these contributions have been made anonymously. If you wish to receive an
acknowledgement of your gift, please be sure we have your contact information.
Information on making a gift to the English-Speaking Congregation is available on our website.
Thank you for your support of our ministry together!
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