Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch

office@genevalutheran.ch

www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis
Organist & Interim Worship Leader: Regine Kummer

First Sunday in Lent + 21 February 2021
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: France, Germany, Monaco
Later in the service you will be invited to use a window in your home that you can open. You will need one or
more of the rainbows sent to you from church. If you do not have one of these, maybe you have something with
color(s) that you can put on your window, e.g. paper, ribbon, window paint. If you have the candle from Ash
Wednesday you might light that now, making sure it is safe.
Welcome
Prelude

Antonio Vivaldi: Sonata in A Minor
Regine Kummer, piano; Luise Scheuerlein, cello

Opening Words
Through the window, we look to see what is outside,
what is changing, moving, growing.
Through the window, we seek the promise of what yet might be.
At the window, we smile to the world.
We wait awhile to perceive what is the need.
By the light of the window,
the whole room is bathed with God's energy.
By the light of the window, the day makes itself known. The night has not left us all alone.
Inside the window, we are protected from the wind and the rain.
Inside the window, even if we feel constrained, we can still dream and hope and sing.
With God's window, we are given the frame of life,
which draws us together in hearing, seeing, wondering, questioning, seeking, celebrating,
worshipping in the name of the Blessed Trinity,
one God, now and forever.
Hymn

What wondrous love is this

Call to Prayer
You are invited to put a rainbow on your screen or someplace nearby.
Prayer
God of grace,
turn us to the promise of yellow,
your smile warming us like the sun,
encouraging us, lifting us up, shining strong, so the shadows fall away.
Heal our wounds; bind up what is broken; let the hurts subside as we are made alive in the spirit.
Kyrie eleison

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Word of truth,
turn us to the promise of orange,
calling our attention, wanting to be seen even in the night.
When we become distracted, speak to us,
so that our turning does not leave us spinning
but points us toward you,
loving you with all our heart and strength and mind,
loving our neighbors as ourselves.
Kyrie eleison

Spirit of life and love,
turn us to the promise of red,
the gift of your energy,
the pulse of your purpose leading us on.
Re-frame our lives within your community,
discovering with each other the gifts of compassion and courage, gentleness and joy.
Kyrie eleison

Designer of all that is,
turn us to the promise of green,
so that we care for the earth you have given us,
remembering your covenant that you would never again destroy the earth with a flood.
Change us and how we live so that we don't destroy what you have made.
Kyrie eleison

Architect of sea and sky,
turn us to the promise of blue,
so that our yearning to move and travel
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becomes more life-giving and less world-consuming.
Sharpen solutions so fossil fuels remain with the fossils,
and the earth breathes again.
When it is safe, reunite us with those we have long missed,
and lead us on journeys that spread good will and understanding.
In the meantime, re-awaken in us the delights at hand,
the joys nearby, the peace that comes from being still.
Kyrie eleison

Holy One, seated on high,
turn us to the promise of purple,
living as your royal people,
saved through our baptism,
not as a removal of dirt from the body,
but as an appeal to God for a good conscience.
Remind us over and over that we are yours.
Surprise us, like a rainbow on the horizon,
with promises that keep us looking up,
grateful for the life you have in store for us
as we follow your Beloved, Jesus Christ.
Kyrie eleison

Words of Grace
Hymn of Praise

Open my eyes
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Old Testament Reading

Genesis 9:8-17

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant
with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds,
the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood,
and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”
God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living
creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a
sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is
seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living
creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the
bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every
living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant
that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Response

Lumière de Dieu

Epistle Reading

1 Peter 3:18-22

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you
to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and
made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons,
were saved through water.
And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as
an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation

Lumière de Dieu
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Gospel Reading

Mark 1:9-15

The Gospel according to Mark chapter 1.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending
like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am
well pleased.” And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on
him.
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying,
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good
news.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Hymn

Andy Willis
O radiant Christ, incarnate word

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Response to the Word
You are invited to take the rainbow and put it on your window. Remain at the window.
For the next few moments, you will not need to look at the screen.
Prayers of Intercession
The Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Words of Grace
Gathering of Gifts

Bathe me in your light
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Prayer of Thanksgiving from Psalm 25
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust;
do not let me be put to shame;
do not let my enemies exult over me.
Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;
let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
Make me to know your ways, O Lord;
teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth, and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
for you I wait all day long.
Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!
Good and upright are you;
therefore you instruct sinners in the way.
You lead the humble in what is right,
and teach the humble your way.
All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep your covenant and decrees.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
Sending Song

We're gonna open the window
Words and music by Terry MacArthur
We're gonna open, open the window, open the window wide.
We're gonna open, open the window, nothing left to hide.
The grace of God keeps shining through whether the sky be gray or blue.
The light of love keeps making all things new.
We're gonna knock, knock, knock on the window; someone will turn around.
We're gonna knock, knock, knock on the window; we point where hope is found.
The giving is the living sound. The losing means that we're not bound.
If we get lost, we trust we will be found.
We're gonna light, light up the window. We light it with a smile.
We're gonna light, light up the window, going the second mile.
The cross we bear becomes our joy.
The more we care, the more employ the love of God that death cannot destroy.
We're gonna open the window, open the window, open the window wide.
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Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

J.S. Bach: Arioso (BWV 1056/II)
Regine Kummer, piano; Luise Scheuerlein, cello

***

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Readers: Sarah Dickinson, Maureen Gumbe, Nina Kiderlin Prayers: Fabiàn Wilches
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Liturgist: Terry MacArthur
Musicians: Maureen Gumbe, Rena Igarashi, Regine Kummer, Luise Scheuerlein, Koko Taylor
Videography: Ray Woodcock
Church School teachers: Gladys Yegon, Chad & Natalie Rimmer, André du Plessis

This Week’s Schedule: *
Thursday, 25 Feb.
Sunday, 28 Feb.

12h00
10h00
11h00
12h15
13h15

Centering Prayer
Church school
Worship on the Second Sunday in Lent
Coffee hour
Congregation Council meeting

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00
*(all activities take place online, unless otherwise noted)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Small Group Study for Lent and Beyond: We Make the Road by Walking
This Lent, members of the congregation will meet for weekly online gatherings
to discuss We Make the Road by Walking, by Brian McLaren. The book is an
invitation to renewed engagement with the Christian faith. It’s composed of 52
brief chapters (one for each week of the year) and is divided into four quarters:
Alive in the Story of Creation, Alive in the Adventure of Jesus, Alive in a
Global Uprising, and Alive in the Spirit. We’ll take it a quarter at a time—so
you don’t need to sign up for a whole year, just the first quarter, which will
cover the season of Lent and Easter.
Groups will meet online using Zoom at a variety of times. Whether you’re
relatively new to the Christian faith and looking for an introduction or have
been around a while and are looking to go deeper, this book and the conversation with others should be
an enriching experience. All are welcome to join—if you’d like to sign up, please use this form.

Valerie’s Famous Marmalade for Sale
The season is here again, marmalade time! Valerie has been busy and jars are lining up in her kitchen.
2021 will be a good year—it tastes really yummy! Perhaps it will soon be possible to have a "car-boot
sale" near the church, but for the moment, if you would like to purchase one or two jars, please contact
her to arrange to pick them up. Perhaps you could ask around your NHG to avoid unnecessary cars on
the roads. The marmalade will come with a postal bulletin so you can pay the church directly. Friends
living in nearby France should be able to arrange to pick up jars. However, despite dearly loving our
friends in Canada, the US and elsewhere, delivery to these places is alas not on the agenda! The price
CHF 7.50 is still the same as is the fact that ALL the proceeds go to the church. Valerie's contact
numbers and email are in the directory.
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2020 Contributions Tax Attestations
If you still need an attestation of your financial contributions for Swiss taxes, please contact Donna
Phillips in the office: office@genevalutheran.ch.

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of intercession for an upcoming livestreamed worship service? These portions of the service are typically led by members recording
themselves from home, and we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of February and
March. You can sign up using this form. Feel free to contact Elisabeth Benn or the church office with
any questions.

Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and
would like to be added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch
and we will gladly add you to the list.

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
A group meets every Thursday at 12h00 for Centering Prayer via Zoom. Here’s the link to join:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details
about Centering Prayer are here.

Thank You for Your Generosity
The congregation has received generous support from a number of members and friends in recent
months. A couple of these contributions have been made anonymously. If you wish to receive an
acknowledgement of your gift, please be sure we have your contact information.
Information on making a gift to the English-Speaking Congregation is available on our website.
Thank you for your support of our ministry together!
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