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Welcome
Prelude
Opening Words
Even if the skies over Geneva seem gray and heavy like lead,
above the clouds, stars still shine.
Even if streetlights flood out their wonder,
the stars are not impressed. They continue to radiate their energy.
Even if we pay no attention to what is circling above,
the stars follow the pull of their paths.
Even if our lives get murky,
still the Morning Star, fair and bright, shines with God's own truth and light,
guiding us ever further toward the discovery of love,
the release from fear,
the delight of following a dream larger than ourselves,
the joy of finding the one worthy of our worship, worthy of our lives,
Jesus, the Christ, God's Beloved, aglow with grace and mercy.
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Hymn

O Morning Star, how fair and bright

Call to Prayer
Prayer
We lift up our eyes and look around, gracious God,
but mostly what we see are the same walls that we have been seeing for many months now.
Send us your light, your mercy warming and cheering us, so we might arise.
Earth's deep sadness perplexes us and distresses us.
We often don't know how to find our way forward,
how to protect those we love,
how to love those we protect ourselves against.
In your one body, let us be as living branches of a tree, your life, our lives supplying.
Send a star that guides us to your dwelling,
the innermost place where radiance beams from your holy face,
the compassionate space where others perceive the dawn of redeeming grace.
Light within us a flame undying, treasuring you with all our heart, our strength, our mind,
treasuring our neighbors as if they were as precious as you.
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Kyrie eleison

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Hymn of Praise

Christ, whose glory fills the skies

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For darkness
shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory
will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come
from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms. Then you shall see and be
radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young
camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and
frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Song

The first Noel

From Psalm 72
Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to a king's son.
May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice.
May the mountains yield prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.
May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor.
May he live while the sun endures,
and as long as the moon, throughout all generations.
May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
like showers that water the earth.
In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound,
until the moon is no more.
May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute,
may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts.
May all kings fall down before him,
all nations give him service.
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verse 4

Song

The first Noel

verse 5

For he delivers the needy when they call,
the poor and those who have no helper.
He has pity on the weak and the needy,
and saves the lives of the needy.
From oppression and violence he redeems their life;
and precious is their blood in his sight.
Song

The first Noel

Epistle Reading

refrain

Ephesians 3:1-12

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—for surely
you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given to me for you, and how the
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which
will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of the same body,
and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given to me by
the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me
to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is
the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through the church the
wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ
Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia

Gospel Reading

Matthew 2:1-12

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 2.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he
was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of
the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by
no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my
people Israel.”’ Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for
the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.’
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return
to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia

Sermon

Judy Davis
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Hymn

Brightest and best

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Commissioning for Danuta Lukas
The Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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Gathering of Gifts

We three kings

Prayer of Thanksgiving
God, shining in the darkness,
we thank you for the snow on the hills,
watering the earth,
for the promise of hope, not just for the rich,
but for the poor, whose cause you defend,
and for the needy, whom you deliver when they call.
Blessed are those who have compassion on the weak,
who save the lives of those in distress,
who look after those who have no helper.
We thank you for Danuta and all those working justly,
so that justice might reign.
May their example live long while the sun endures,
and as long as the moon, throughout many generations.
We pray for an end to oppression and violence,
a conclusion of corruption,
an overriding of the overwhelming power of great wealth
and the obscene wealth of many of those in power.
Come, bright star, light of love,
so that the powerful fall down before you and give you service,
offering you the gifts by which the poor might be redeemed.
Draw us and the whole world to your radiance,
so that we learn the worship that is true,
the adoration that leads to life,
the joy that dances
even in the midst of strife,
so others might also rejoice in the glory of your Beloved,
Jesus Christ, our hope, this day and all days.
Amen.
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The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
Closing Song

This little light of mine

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
***

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Preacher: Rev. Judy Davis
Readers and Prayers: Tómasdóttir-Daníelsson family
Videography: Lars Fattinger
Flowers: Fulata Moyo
Musicians: Regine Kummer, Terry MacArthur, Koko Taylor

This Week’s Schedule: *
Thursday, 7 Jan.
Sunday, 10 Jan.

12h00 Centering Prayer
11h00 Worship on The Baptism of the Lord
12h15 Coffee hour

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00
*(all activities take place online, unless otherwise noted)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Terry’s Retiring! 10 January
As announced at our assembly earlier this month, Terry MacArthur is retiring as minister of music for
our congregation. His final Sunday in this role will be 10 January; on 17 January, Regine Kummer will
begin serving as our interim worship leader. The worship service on 10 January will give us an
opportunity to say thank you to Terry and wish him well as he begins his retirement (though we are
grateful that he is staying in Geneva and will continue to write liturgy for our community). All are
welcome and encouraged to join in this live-streamed worship service.

Volunteers needed for Soup/Sandwich Kitchen 6 January 2021
The next soup(sandwich) kitchen is this Wednesday 6 January, and it is Neighborhood Group A's turn
to serve, though all are welcome to volunteer. We need 8 more volunteers to bring 20 sandwiches to
Jardin Montbrilliant by 10h00 on 6 January. Consider starting 2021 off with some kindness for your
community and signing up by emailing corinjorgenson@gmail.com or chriselis_benn@bluewin.ch.
Thanks!

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of intercession for an upcoming livestreamed worship service? These portions of the service are typically led by members recording
themselves from home, and we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of January and
February. You can sign up using this form:
https://signup.zone/r7YTm3TWKcoBRShpX
Feel free to contact Elisabeth Benn or the church office with any questions.

Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and
would like to be added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch
and we will gladly add you to the list.

Online Centering Prayer Resumes this Week
A group meets every Thursday at noon for Centering Prayer via Zoom. The group will pause its
meetings for the Christmas holiday and will resume again on 7 January.
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