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Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Opening Words
We praise God, our maker,
who is gracious and full of compassion,
who like a careful parent encourages us to be the best we can be.
We speak the name of Jesus Christ,
because in him we find the truth that sets us free.
We stop to breathe, so the Spirit sings to our spirit
and we are reminded that love becomes both gift and energy,
filling us with thanks and praise
to the Blessed Trinity, our blessing, our hope, our life.
Hymn

Call to Prayer

Praise the One who breaks the darkness

Prayer of Confession
What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?
Will you impact how we live,
how we understand what we are doing?
When your words confront us, will we turn away?
Or do we make you a spiritual teddy bear
that we can bring out when we want comfort,
but that remains incapable of making any demands?
What have you to do with us, Jesus?
Release us from our fears, so we hear what you would say,
if all our hurt would not get in the way,
and find in you the authority that leads to life.
Kyrie

Are you out to destroy us, Jesus of Nazareth?
Are you fed up with our excuses and lies,
the endless rationalizations that keep us from turning,
the lack of love that leaves others in the dust,
ground down by forces we don't control, but from which we benefit?
Are we lost in the rising sea of “I want everything for me”?
Are you out to destroy us, Jesus of Nazareth?
By what convulsions will you free us from what has kept us bound?
What cries will dislodge the useless burdens we lug around?
Save us.
Kyrie

We know who you are, Jesus of Nazareth.
You are the Holy One of God.
Silence our resistance.
Rebuke what keeps love constrained,
so that whatever happens we find ourselves surrounded by your community,
astounded at what you can do
when we find our lives in you.
Kyrie

Words of Grace
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Hymn of Praise

Thoxa si

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Old Testament Reading

Deuteronomy 18:15-20

The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you shall
heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the
assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the Lord my God any more, or ever again see this
great fire, I will die.” Then the Lord replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. I will
raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth
of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. Anyone who does not heed the
words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. But any prophet who
speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not
commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.”
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 111
Hallelujah!
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,
in the assembly of the upright,
in the congregation.
Great are your works O Lord,
pondered by all who delight in them.
Majesty and splendor mark your deeds
and your righteousness endures forever.
You cause your wonders to be remembered;
you are gracious and full of compassion.
You give food for those who fear you;
remembering forever your covenant.
You have shown your people the power of your works,
in giving them the lands of the nations.
The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice;
all your precepts are sure.
They stand steadfast forever and ever,
because they are done in truth and equity.
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You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever.
Holy and awesome is your name.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice this have a good
understanding.
God’s praise endures forever.
Epistle Reading

1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” Knowledge
puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the necessary
knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him.
Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,”
and that “there is no God but one.” Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or
on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords— yet for us there is one God, the Father,
from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all
things and through whom we exist.
It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to
idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience,
being weak, is defiled. “Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat,
and no better off if we do. But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a
stumbling block to the weak. For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of
an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food
sacrificed to idols? So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed.
But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is
weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so
that I may not cause one of them to fall.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia

Gospel Reading

Mark 1:21-28

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 1.
Glory to you, O Lord.
They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught. They
were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.
Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have
you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy
One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean
spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and
they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands
even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began to spread throughout the
surrounding region of Galilee.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Alleluia

Sermon
Hymn

Andy Willis
Silence! Frenzied, unclean spirit

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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The Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Gathering of Gifts

Silence! Frenzied, unclean Spirit
Words, Thomas H. Troeger. Music, Carol Doran: USA
1. “Silence! Frenzied, unclean spirit,” cried God’s healing, Holy One.
“Cease your ranting! Flesh can’t bear it. Flee as night before the sun.”
At Christ’s voice the demon trembled, from its victim madly rushed
while the crowd that was assembled stood in wonder, stunned and hushed.
2. Christ, the demons still are thriving in the grey cells of the mind:
tyrant voices, shrill and driving, twisted thoughts that grip and bind,
doubts that stir the heart to panic, fears distorting reason’s sight,
guilt that makes our loving frantic, dreams that cloud the soul with fright.
3. Silence, Christ, the unclean spirit, in our mind and in our heart,
speak your word that when we hear it all our demons shall depart.
Clear our thought and calm our feeling, still the fractured, warring soul.
By the power of your healing make us faithful, true, and whole.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
We bless you, the one God, our mother and father,
from whom are all things and for whom we exist,
and one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom are all things and through whom we exist.
You put us on right paths
and speak the word,
that when we hear it, the demons depart.
You send redemption to your people and command your covenant forever.
Holy and awesome is your name.
We praise you, Spirit of love:
you breathe in us your wisdom,
so that we learn compassion's power,
and discern what is good and just,
what is the way that leads to life.
The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice;
all your precepts are sure.
Great are your works,
pondered by all who delight in them.
You have given us the gift of peace
that the world cannot know.
Your works stand steadfast forever and ever,
because they are done in truth and equity.
Your praise endures forever,
as we honor the Blessed Trinity, one God in perfect community.
Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
Closing Song

What a friend we have in Jesus

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Regine Kummer

***

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Reader: Kerstin Ludwig
Prayers: Judy Davis
Flowers: Rumiko Jaussi
Liturgist: Terry MacArthur
Musicians: Masako Hayashi, Regine Kummer, Koko Taylor
Videography: Ray Woodcock
Church school teachers: Chad Rimmer, May Chin Long, André du Plessis, Tim Fieldsend

Birthdays Robert Hamilton-Smith, Mee Ji, Solomon Tesfay
This Week’s Schedule: *
Thursday, 4 Feb.
Saturday, 6 Feb.
Sunday, 7 Feb.

12h00
10h00
10h00
11h00
12h15

Centering Prayer
Confirmation class
Church school
Worship on Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Coffee hour

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00
*(all activities take place online, unless otherwise noted)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Help Needed for Soup/Sandwich Kitchen, 8 February
The next soup (sandwich) kitchen is 8 February and it is Neighborhood Group B's turn, though all are
welcome to volunteer. We need 10 volunteers to bring 20 sandwiches to Jardin Montbrilliant by 10h00
on 8 February. Consider spreading love to your community by making sandwiches for those who are
hungry! E-mail corinjorgenson@gmail.com or hiromi.yano@wto.org to sign up. Thanks!

Small Group Study for Lent and Beyond: We Make the Road by Walking
This Lent, members of the congregation will meet for weekly online gatherings
to discuss We Make the Road by Walking, by Brian McLaren. The book is an
invitation to renewed engagement with the Christian faith. It’s composed of 52
brief chapters (one for each week of the year) and is divided into four quarters:
Alive in the Story of Creation, Alive in the Adventure of Jesus, Alive in a
Global Uprising, and Alive in the Spirit. We’ll take it a quarter at a time—so
you don’t need to sign up for a whole year, just the first quarter, which will
cover the season of Lent and Easter.
Groups will meet online using Zoom at a variety of times. Whether you’re
relatively new to the Christian faith and looking for an introduction or have
been around a while and are looking to go deeper, this book and the conversation with others should be
an enriching experience. All are welcome to join—if you’d like to sign up, please use this form.

2020 Contribution Statements and Swiss Tax Attestations
Contribution statements and Swiss tax attestations will be prepared soon. Statements will be provided
for all contributors as usual; attestations will be prepared only upon request. If you received an
attestation in the last couple of years, your name is on our list and we will prepare yours automatically;
if you have not received a tax attestation in the past, please contact Donna Phillips in the office to
request yours: office@genevalutheran.ch

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of intercession for an upcoming livestreamed worship service? These portions of the service are typically led by members recording
themselves from home, and we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of January and
February. You can sign up using this form. Feel free to contact Elisabeth Benn or the church office with
any questions.

Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and
would like to be added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch
and we will gladly add you to the list.

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
A group meets every Thursday at 12h00 for Centering Prayer via Zoom. Here’s the link to join:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details
about Centering Prayer are here.

Thank You for Your Generosity
The congregation has received generous support from a number of members and friends in recent
months. A couple of these contributions have been made anonymously. We will be sending out
contribution statements to all those we have information for in the coming weeks, so if you wish to
receive an acknowledgement of your gift, please be sure we have your contact information.
Information on making a gift to the English-Speaking Congregation is available on our website.
Thank you for your support of our ministry together!
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