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Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Opening Words
Without claiming to be on a par with Peter or James,
nevertheless, we are in their company.
John and Andrew walk ahead of us, and also alongside us,
as we listen once more to hear Jesus call our names
and to discern together the hindrances, however important, we need to leave aside,
to arise o'er the tumult of life's wild, restless sea
and follow the ancient and yet abiding Christ,
who keeps on insisting: Christian, follow me.
Hymn

Jesus calls us

Call to Prayer
Prayer of Confession
Sometimes we are all excuses, Christ Jesus, the truth of who we are and who we might be.
We keep on explaining to ourselves why we must continue as we are,
why the risks outweigh the benefits,
why we are not really in a position to change,
why the direction you point could not possibly be as loving as you intend.
Speak within us the sound of your voice,
the breathing of your Spirit,
so we learn to listen
and find in you possibilities we had not perceived.

Kyrie

When the nets that we had thought were our livelihood,
or even the source of hard-earned rewards,
entrap us in patterns that do not bring forth life,
or leave others flapping around like fish in the belly of a boat,
revive our imaginations so that love casts out fear,
and we turn more carefully to follow you.
Kyrie

There you are, Jesus,
beckoning, calling, sighing, dying,
rising up to lead us to what is good and right.
Forgive us every moment we go our own way.
In your mercy, turn us again to you,
so that our lives become a true witness to who you are,
giving honor to your name.
Kyrie

Words of Grace
Hymn of Praise

Thoxa si
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Old Testament Reading

Jonah 3:1-5,10

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city,
and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to
the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. Jonah
began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall
be overthrown!”
And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put
on sackcloth. When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his
mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
from Psalm 62
For God alone my soul waits in silence,
for my hope is from God.
God alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress;
I shall not be shaken.
On God rests my deliverance and my honor;
my mighty rock, my refuge is in God.
Trust in God at all times, O people;
pour out your heart before God;
God is a refuge for us.
Those of low estate are but a breath,
those of high estate are a delusion;
in the balances they go up;
they are together lighter than a breath.
Put no confidence in extortion, and set no vain hopes on robbery;
if riches increase, do not set your heart on them.
Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this:
that power belongs to God,
and steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord.
For you repay to all according to their work.
Epistle Reading

I Corinthians 7:29-31

I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who
have wives be as though they had none, and those who mourn as though they were not mourning,
and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no
possessions, and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the
present form of this world is passing away.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia

Gospel Reading

Mark 1:14-20

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 1.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying,
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good
news.” As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a
net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you
fish for people.” And immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little farther,
he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets.
Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and
followed him.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia

Sermon
Hymn

Andy Willis
Dear God, embracing humankind

The soloist will sing verses 3 and 4. Music by Charles Ives.
Piano: Kaori Yano
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3. O sabbath rest by Galilee, O calm of hills above,
where Jesus knelt to share with thee the silence of eternity, interpreted by love!
4. Drop thy still dews of quietness, till all our strivings cease;
take from our souls the strain and stress, and let our ordered lives confess the beauty of thy peace.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
The Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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Gathering of Gifts

You walk along our shoreline

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Because you have called us to follow,
and become for us the image of what it means to be truly human,
we thank you, Christ Jesus, for interrupting us,
sending us on new tacks where living risks loving,
learning to hope through pain.
Because we can pour out our hearts before you
and wait for you in silence,
finding the hope that is not in vain,
we praise you, God, our rock and salvation,
offering, within whatever trials we face, your refuge, your steadfast compassion.
Because we are not on our own,
stuck in the struggles for high estate or setting our hearts on gain,
we live by your Spirit,
who keeps on speaking to us
so that we are not shaken,
but find comfort in your presence
and strength to carry on doing your will,
honoring the name of the Blessed Trinity,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements

6

Closing Song

Tu has venido

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Regine Kummer

***

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Readers: André and Paul du Plessis
Prayers: Vinita Manchala
Flowers: Fulata Moyo
Liturgist: Terry MacArthur
Musicians: Natalie Deffenbaugh, Regine Kummer, Bismark Sitorus, Koko Taylor, Kaori Yano
Videography: Ray Woodcock
Church school teachers: Chad & Natalie Rimmer, May Chin Long, André du Plessis
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This Week’s Schedule: *
Tuesday, 26 Jan.
Thursday, 28 Jan.
Sunday, 31 Jan.

13h00
12h00
10h00
11h00
12h15
13h15

Worship committee
Centering Prayer
Church school
Worship on Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Coffee hour
Congregation Council meeting

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00
*(all activities take place online, unless otherwise noted)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Help Needed for Soup/Sandwich Kitchen, 8 February
The next soup (sandwich) kitchen is 8 February and it is Neighborhood Group B's turn, though all are
welcome to volunteer. We need 10 volunteers to bring 20 sandwiches to Jardin Montbrilliant by 10h00
on 8 February. Consider spreading love to your community by making sandwiches for those who are
hungry! E-mail corinjorgenson@gmail.com or hiromi.yano@wto.org to sign up. Thanks!

Small Group Study for Lent and Beyond: We Make the Road by Walking
This Lent, members of the congregation will meet for weekly online gatherings
to discuss We Make the Road by Walking, by Brian McLaren. The book is an
invitation to renewed engagement with the Christian faith. It’s composed of 52
brief chapters (one for each week of the year) and is divided into four quarters:
Alive in the Story of Creation, Alive in the Adventure of Jesus, Alive in a
Global Uprising, and Alive in the Spirit. We’ll take it a quarter at a time—so
you don’t need to sign up for a whole year, just the first quarter, which will
cover the season of Lent and Easter.
Groups will meet online using Zoom at a variety of times. Whether you’re
relatively new to the Christian faith and looking for an introduction or have
been around a while and are looking to go deeper, this book and the
conversation with others should be an enriching experience. All are welcome
to join—if you’d like to sign up, please use this form.

2020 Contribution Statements and Swiss Tax Attestations
Contribution statements and Swiss tax attestations will be prepared in the coming weeks. The
statements will be provided for everyone as usual; the attestations will be prepared only for individuals
who request them. If you received an attestation in the last couple of years, your name is on our list and
we will prepare yours automatically; if you have not received a tax attestation in the past, please
contact Donna Phillips in the office to request yours: office@genevalutheran.ch

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of intercession for an upcoming livestreamed worship service? These portions of the service are typically led by members recording
themselves from home, and we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of January and
February. You can sign up using this form. Feel free to contact Elisabeth Benn or the church office with
any questions.

Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and
would like to be added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch
and we will gladly add you to the list.
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Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
A group meets every Thursday at 12h00 for Centering Prayer via Zoom. Here’s the link to join:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details
about Centering Prayer are here.

Worship Committee – Meeting this Tuesday
The worship committee is meeting this Tuesday, 26 January, at 13h00 on Zoom. We will continue
planning for the season of Lent, which begins in less than a month! All are very welcome to join—
contact Andy or Terry for more information.

Thank You for Your Generosity
The congregation has received generous support from a number of members and friends in recent
months. A couple of these contributions have been made anonymously. We will be sending out
contribution statements to all those we have information for in the coming weeks, so if you wish to
receive an acknowledgement of your gift, please be sure we have your contact information.
Information on making a gift to the English-Speaking Congregation is available on our website.
Thank you for your support of our ministry together!
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