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Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Opening Words
Remembering when the silence of the night opened toward God's possibility,
and we muttered, half-asleep, "your servant is listening,"
we become attentive to the words that do not fall to the ground,
to hear the Messiah, who calls to us, "Follow me."
We beckon to one another,
come and see,
as the Spirit fills us with light unclouded
in worship of the Blessed Trinity, one God, now and forever.
Hymn

Call to Prayer

Dearest Jesus, at your word

Prayer of Confession
Truth, Way, Life,
when our chatter matters not,
quiet the din so we hear you call our names and find again our center.
When righteous rage becomes more rage than righteous,
calm the vengeful threats racing in our heads
and quell the urge to harm.
When our words are designed more to batter than to explore, invite, explain,
silence our tongues until compassion regains some hold on us.
Loving is much harder than we had dreamed.
Kyrie

Open our ears to hear your hard words,
shattering the falsehoods that had seemed to sustain us,
so we might find a truer way, beckoned by your voice,
by which we would discover the life found in you.
Forgive us when we turn and go our own way,
bound by our inability or unwillingness to heed what you say.
Kyrie

Instill in us the words that stand,
the assurance that you claim us as your disciples,
the promise that you will lead us home,
blessed to be with you, Beloved of God, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Kyrie

Words of Grace
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Hymn of Praise

Thoxa si

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Old Testament Reading

I Samuel 3:1-20

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those
days; visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that
he could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel
was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called,
“Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called
me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. The Lord called again,
“Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I
did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the
Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up
and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was
calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say,
‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. Now the
Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your
servant is listening.”
Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears
of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken
concerning his house, from beginning to end. For I have told him that I am about to punish his
house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not
restrain them. Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be
expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors
of the house of the Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said,
“Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it
from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told
you.” So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the Lord; let
him do what seems good to him.”
As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. And all
Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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from Psalm 139
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways.
Even before a word is on my tongue,
O Lord, you know it completely.
You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that I cannot attain it.
For it was you who formed my inward parts;
knit me together in my mother’s womb.
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works; that I know very well.
My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths
of the earth.
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.
In your book were written all the days that were formed for me,
when none of them as yet existed.
How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!
How vast is the sum of them!
I try to count them—they are more than the sand;
I come to the end—I am still with you.
I am still.
I am.
I
with you.
Alleluia

Gospel Reading

John 1:43-51

The Gospel according to John, chapter 1.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him,
“We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of
Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip
said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him,
“Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to
know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael
replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you
believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.”
And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia

Sermon
Hymn

Andy Willis
Come, beloved of the Maker

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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The Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Gathering of Gifts

I, the Lord of sea and sky

You are invited to read silently the words of the verses while the melody is being played.
In this way we listen before we respond.
Then sing during the refrain.
1. I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. All who dwell in deepest sin my hands will save.
I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?

2. I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people's pain, I have wept for love of them; they turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send?
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3. I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame, I will set a feast for them; my hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Before we knew it, you were giving us a name,
calling to us, forming us,
re-forming us,
knitting us together.
Blessed are you, God, our creator,
for we are fearfully and wonderfully made.
How vast is your love!
When we are lost, you search for us.
You acquaint yourself with all our ways.
Blessed are you, God our savior.
You lay your hand upon us
and intricately weave us into your family of grace.
You send your Spirit,
who knows us inside and out,
so your word is engraved upon our hearts
and we discern your will.
Blessed are you, God with us till the end.
You write our days,
so we might be free to answer your call,
and with our lives
give glory to your Beloved, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
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Closing Song

We have found the Messiah

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Regine Kummer

***

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Readers: Nyambura Njoroge & Njoroge Njuguna
Prayers: Jonathan Frerichs
Musicians: Rena Igarashi, Regine Kummer, Koko Taylor
Liturgist: Terry MacArthur
Flowers: Nyambura Njoroge
Videography: Ray Woodcock

This Week’s Schedule: *
Wednesday, 20 Jan.
Thursday, 21 Jan.
Sunday, 24 Jan.

11h00
12h00
10h00
11h00
12h15

Worship Committee meeting
Centering Prayer
Church school
Worship on Third Sunday after Epiphany
Coffee hour

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00
*(all activities take place online, unless otherwise noted)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to Regine!
This morning marks a transition in musical leadership in our congregation. Terry MacArthur retired
last Sunday from his role as minister of music, and today we welcome Regine Kummer as our interim
worship leader. Regine has been our church organist for many years, and over the coming months she
will also lead our congregation in singing and will direct any choirs or musical ensembles in worship.
We give thanks for Regine’s many gifts and join together in welcoming her to this new role!

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of intercession for an upcoming livestreamed worship service? These portions of the service are typically led by members recording
themselves from home, and we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of January and
February. You can sign up using this form. Feel free to contact Elisabeth Benn or the church office with
any questions.

Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and
would like to be added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch
and we will gladly add you to the list.

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
A group meets every Thursday at 12h00 for Centering Prayer via Zoom. Here’s the link to join:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details
about Centering Prayer are here.

Worship Committee – Meeting this Wednesday
The worship committee is meeting this Wednesday, 20 January, at 11h00 on Zoom. We will continue
planning for the season of Lent, which begins in about a month! All are very welcome to join—contact
Andy or Terry for more information.

A Message from Terry
This past week, Terry MacArthur wrote a message to the congregation following last Sunday’s worship
service. It starts this way:
Yesterday was overwhelming, reminiscent of my seventieth birthday, when the seven cakes came through the door
with ten candles each, but even more so. Worrying about being appreciated and loved is not my problem....
You can read the full message here.

Thank You for Your Generosity
The congregation has received generous support from a number of members and friends in recent
months. A couple of these contributions have been made anonymously. We will be sending out
contribution statements to all those we have information for in the coming weeks, so if you wish to
receive an acknowledgement of your gift, please be sure we have your contact information.
Information on making a gift to the English-Speaking Congregation is available on our website.
Thank you for your support of our ministry together!
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