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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Iran, Iraq, Syria 
 

 

 
Welcome      

You are invited to have a bowl of water nearby for today’s service 

  

Prelude                  Regine Kummer                             
 

Opening Words 
  

Wet, as if the surge of surf were able to unstable our feet, 
wet, as if we were gasping for air after a deep dive from the high board in the Pâquis, 

wet, as if we were held by the fluid enveloping an unborn in life, 

wet, as if our tears would wash away the sorrows inside, 

wet, we abide in the love of God, 
wet alongside Jesus Christ, the only-begotten, the Beloved, 

baptized like us, so we become like him, 

with the Spirit circling, calling our names,  

leading us to the living water 
that drenches our dryness and makes us whole, 

wet with the glory revealing a grace, ever new and ever old, 

wet. 
 

Hymn                                                    Crashing waters at creation 
 

 
 

  

https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/prayer-cycle/iran-iraq-syria


 

2 

Psalm 29 
 

Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,  
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  

Ascribe to the Lord the glory of God’s name;  

worship the Lord in holy splendor.  

The voice of the Lord is over the waters;  
the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over mighty waters.  

The voice of the Lord is powerful;  

the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.  

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars;  
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon.  

God makes Lebanon skip like a calf,  

and Sirion like a young wild ox.  

The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire.  

The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;  

the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  

The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl,  

and strips the forest bare;  
and in God’s temple all say, "Glory!"  

Glory! 

Glory! 

The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;  
the Lord sits enthroned as ruler forever.  

May the Lord give strength to the people!  

May the Lord bless the people with peace! 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

Call to Prayer 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving. 
 

When the light broke forth over the waters of creation, it did not need to call attention to itself.    

It shone forth from your Word, the Light of the World. 

Gracious God, 
we thank you for the waters of life. 

 

When Moses brought the people through the sea to freedom,  

he did not proclaim himself the hero, but celebrated with Miriam your victory. 

Gracious God, 
we thank you for the waters of life. 

 

When your people were in exile, and you sent prophets with a word of hope,  

they did not extol their exquisite poetry, but looked toward an anointed one,  

who would bring your Spirit near with good news for the oppressed and release for the captives. 

Gracious God, 
we thank you for the waters of life. 

 

In the fullness of time, you sent a man called John to prepare the way.    

Although he attracted great crowds, he insisted he was not the center,  

announcing "The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me."    
Clothed in rough camel's hair, he baptized the Messiah,  

witnessed the descent of the Spirit, and heard your voice from heaven. 

Gracious God, 

we thank you for the waters of life. 
 

You have called us your own, washed us whole,  

and given us your word in which to dwell. 

By the wisdom of your Spirit, 
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point all that we do and say toward the gift of your love in Jesus Christ,  
so we find ourselves free, giving ourselves away, 

able to drink from the well that never runs dry,  

offered without money or price. 

Gracious God, 
we thank you for the waters of life. 

 

Sung Prayer                         You, O my God, gifts of knowledge give to me 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.      
 

Old Testament Reading  Genesis 1:1-5 
 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
 

Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and 

God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia     

 
 

Gospel Reading Mark 1:1-11 
 

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 1. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet 

Isaiah, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”   

 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 

were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now 

John was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
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honey. He proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy 
to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit."   
 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And 

just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending 

like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 

well pleased." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Alleluia 
 

 
 

Sermon  Andy Willis 
 

Hymn                                                             O radiant Christ  
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father 

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

The Passing of the Peace     
                                 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Marking the Retirement of Terry MacArthur 
 

Gathering of Gifts                                              Chon rizad  
 

   
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Blessed are you, God of glory and strength. 

We thank you that you have spoken to us, 

full of majesty, and given us your Word,  

shaking the foundations so that your people might have life.    
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Blessed are you, God who bestows upon your people glory. 
You have stripped us bare of our pretentions 

and filled us with your love overflowing. 
 

Blessed are you, God enthroned over the waters. 

You can wash away what we don't seem to be able to restore, 

so that we find peace in serving your Beloved, Jesus Christ, 

our wisdom, now and evermore. Amen. 
 

The Lord's Prayer  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Announcements    
 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude     Regine Kummer 

 

* * * 

 

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service: 

Readers: Chad and Natalie Rimmer Prayers: Ralston Deffenbaugh 

 Videography: Ray Woodcock  Flowers: Hiromi Yano 

Musicians: Natalie Deffenbaugh, Regine Kummer, Terry MacArthur, Koko Taylor 

 

 

This Week’s Schedule: * 
 

Thursday, 14 Jan.  12h00 Centering Prayer 
Thursday, 14 Jan. 12h30   Worship committee 
Saturday, 16 Jan. 10h00 Confirmation class 
Sunday, 17 Jan. 10h00 Church school 

    11h00 Worship on Second Sunday after Epiphany 
    12h15 Coffee hour  
 

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00 
   

*(all activities take place online, unless otherwise noted) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Terry’s Retiring! 
As announced at our assembly in December, Terry MacArthur is retiring as minister of music for our 
congregation. This morning marks his final Sunday in this role; on 17 January, Regine Kummer will 

begin serving as our interim worship leader. Please join in thanking Terry for his extraordinary service 

in our community and in welcoming Regine next Sunday! 

 

Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship 
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of intercession for an upcoming live-

streamed worship service? These portions of the service are typically led by members recording 

themselves from home, and we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of January and 

February. You can sign up using this form. Feel free to contact Elisabeth Benn or the church office with 
any questions. 

 

Online Coffee Hour 
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one 

another, and all are welcome to participate. If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and 

would like to be added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch 

and we will gladly add you to the list. 
 

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00 
A group meets every Thursday at 12h00 for Centering Prayer via Zoom. Here’s the link to join: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012 
 

Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details 

about Centering Prayer are here. 
 

Worship Committee Begins Exploring a Pandemic Lent 
Lent is a little over a month away. How time flies when dealing with a virus. The worship committee 

will meet by Zoom on Thursday, 14 Jan. at 12h30. You are more than welcome to join in. This is not a 

closed group nor one officially appointed. It might be particularly useful to have more people with 
experience or interest in video/live-streaming. Be a part of making it happen, or being part of the 

discussion, which concludes, 'Well, maybe that shouldn't happen.' If you are interested, please send an 

email to the church office or to the Pastor, so that he can send you the Zoom invitation. If you are 

interested, but this Thursday doesn't work for you, let us know that as well. 

 

Thank You for Your Generosity 
The congregation has received generous support from a number of members and friends in recent 

months. A couple of these contributions have been made anonymously. We will be sending out 
contribution statements to all those we have information for in the coming weeks, so if you wish to 

receive an acknowledgement of your gift, please be sure we have your contact information.  
 

Information on making a gift to the English-Speaking Congregation is available on our website. 
 

Thank you for your support of our ministry together! 

 

https://signup.zone/r7YTm3TWKcoBRShpX
mailto:office@genevalutheran.ch
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

