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Welcome      
 

Prelude                  Regine Kummer                             
 

Opening Words  
 

Where hard edges give way to good news, 

with love and faithfulness replacing the bitter bite of corruption and lies, 

we put aside the vulgar and brash, 

to speak tenderly with one another, 

finding comfort in the midst of withering grass 

and a word of hope in the fallen bough. 

We strain to hear God speaking peace, 

turning our hearts to understand the salvation at hand, 

the shepherd gathering lambs in his arms, 

the Beloved, releasing us from spot and blemish,  

leading us to the place where righteousness is at home.  
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Hymn                                              Comfort, comfort, now my people 
 

 
 

Call to Prayer                                                                                                                                 
 

Prayer of Confession  
 

God of mercy, 
why should it be easier to destroy than to build, 

to sow discord than to harvest good will, 

to seek revenge than to heal? 

Valleys wait to be lifted up. 

Mountains need to be made passable. 
How shall we prepare the way of your coming  

if our spirits remain low or our emotions rise up raging? 

Heal us so that even what is broken in us finds its rightful place. 
Forgive us all that is not steadfast love and faithfulness, 

all that does not embrace peace and righteousness. 

When we feel like wilting grass,  

comfort us and turn us to the waiting that is good news, 

the coming into our midst of your Beloved, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Kyrie    

 
 

Words of Assurance  
 

Hymn of Praise                              Holy holy, holy Lord, God of hosts 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.      
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 40:1-11 

Comfort, O comfort my people,  

 says your God.  

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,  

 and cry to her  
that she has served her term,  

 that her penalty is paid,  

that she has received from the Lord's hand double  

 for all her sins.   
 

A voice cries out:  

"In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,  
 make straight in the desert a highway for our God.   

Every valley shall be lifted up,  

 and every mountain and hill be made low;  

the uneven ground shall become level,  

 and the rough places a plain.   
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,  

 and all people shall see it together,  

 for the mouth of the Lord has spoken."    
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A voice says, "Cry out!"  

 And I said, "What shall I cry?"  

All people are grass,  

 their constancy is like the flower of the field.   

The grass withers, the flower fades,  
 when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;  

 surely the people are grass.   

The grass withers, the flower fades;  

 but the word of our God will stand forever.  
Get you up to a high mountain,  

 O Zion, herald of good tidings;  

lift up your voice with strength,  

 O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,  

 lift it up, do not fear;  
say to the cities of Judah,  

 "Here is your God!"   

See, the Lord God comes with might,  

 and his arm rules for him;  

his reward is with him,  
 and his recompense before him.   

He will feed his flock like a shepherd;  

 he will gather the lambs in his arms,  

and carry them in his bosom,  

 and gently lead the mother sheep.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Response to the Word 

 

 
 

from Psalm 85:1-2, 7-13 
 

You have been gracious to your land, O Lord 

you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 

You forgave the iniquity of your people;  

and pardoned all their sin.  

Show us your steadfast love, O Lord and grant us your salvation. 

Let us hear what you will speak, 

for you will speak peace to your people,  

to your faithful,  

to those who turn to you in their hearts. 

Surely, your salvation is at hand, for those who fear you,  

that your glory may dwell in our land. 

Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet  

righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 

Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,  

and righteousness will look down from the sky. 

You Lord, will give what is good,  

and our land will yield its increase. 

Righteousness will go before You,  

and will make a path for your steps. 

Amen.     
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Response to the Word 
 

Epistle Reading  2 Peter 3:8-15a 
 

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 

thousand years are like one day.  The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, 

but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.  But the day of the 

Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements 

will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.  Since all 
these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of 

holiness and godliness waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which 

the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire?  But, in 

accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at 

home.  Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at 
peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. So also our 

beloved brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given him.  

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation                            O come, O come, Emmanuel 
 

 
 

Gospel Reading Mark 1:1-8 
 

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 1. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.   As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
"See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out 
in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,'" John the baptizer appeared in 

the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  And people from the 
whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by 

him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  Now John was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather 
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  He proclaimed, "The one who is more 

powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals.  I 
have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

 
  

Sermon  Andy Willis 
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Hymn                                                                      Ososŏ 
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father 

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

The Passing of the Peace     
 

We light this week’s candle 
 

Because Christ is our peace, we pray, 

Speak peace to your people.       

 

 
 
                                 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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Gathering of Gifts                                      He shall feed his flock 
from the Messiah by G. F. Handel        Natalie Deffenbaugh soprano 

 

He shall feed His flock like a shepherd; and He shall gather the lambs 
with His arm, and carry them in His bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. 

Come unto Him, all ye that labor, come unto Him, all ye that are heavy laden,  

and He will give you rest. Take His yoke upon you, and learn of Him,  

for He is meek and lowly of heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
                

Prayer 
 

Blessed are you, our Shepherd, making sure the flock is fed. 

Faithfulness is springing up from the ground. 

Blessed are those making sandwiches, checking on neighbors, caring for the sick. 

Surely salvation is at hand. You, God of life, will give what is good. 

Blessed are those gathered in your arms. 

Righteousness and peace kiss each other, even when embracing is no longer safe. 

Blessed are the tender voices, whispering, comfort, comfort, 

speaking peace to your people, restoring our spirits with peace, yielding an increase of love, 

releasing in us the energy to make a path for your steps, 

preparing for the coming of Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 

The Lord's Prayer  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Announcements    
 

Closing Song                                       Prepare the way of the Lord 
 

 
 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
* * * 
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Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service: 

Readers: Martin Leer Prayers: Valerie Marinoni 

 Videography: Ray Woodcock Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation 

Singers: Natalie Deffenbaugh, Koko Taylor, Terry MacArthur, Andy Willis 

Church School teachers: Chad Rimmer, Natalie Rimmer, André du Plessis 

  

Birthdays Gladys Noko, Manuela Nilsson Uribe, Gregory Wierzynski, Masako Hayashi,  

Liana Chambron, Deven Magistris. 

 

Anniversaries Magdalena Ross & Gareth Bissmire. 

 

This Week’s Schedule:* 
 

Tuesday, 8 Dec. 12h00  Bible study 

    19h00 Bible study 
Thursday, 10 Dec.  12h00 Centering Prayer 
Sunday, 13 Dec. 10h00 Church school 
    11h00 Worship on Third Sunday of Advent 
    13h00  Congregational Assembly 
 

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00 

  *(all activities take place online, unless otherwise noted) 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Next Sunday, 13 December: Online Annual Assembly at 13h00 
Our annual year-end assembly will be held online using Zoom next Sunday, 13 December, at 13h00. In 

addition to voting on a budget for 2021 and appointing a new nominations committee, we will also 

hear an update from the personnel committee regarding the transition in our music ministry. Members 

should plan to attend!  
 

Some important notes regarding the Assembly: 

• Assembly materials were sent to all members by email this past week. If you did not receive the 

message or would like a hard copy of the assembly reports sent by post, please contact the 

church office. 

• If you have not used Zoom before and would like some help connecting to the assembly, please 

contact the church office, and we will gladly walk you through it. We do not want the 

technology to be a barrier for anyone! 

•    In order to keep the assembly secure, including in terms of compliance with our legal 

framework, you must register to attend. A registration link was sent by email with the assembly 

reports. If you have not yet registered, please do so now. 

 

Daily Advent Devotions 
In addition to our Sunday worship services, daily video devotionals are being produced to help us pray 

through this season together. The devotions are led by various members of the community, and a new 
video will be uploaded to view on our website each day:  
 

https://genevalutheran.church/advent-daily-devotions/ 
 

This Advent, we remember that we are woven together as a church community even if we are 

physically apart. 

 
 

  

https://mcusercontent.com/3b682e1eaee888776a84d3a42/files/3909ddc4-2798-4f1e-8e8c-53d256eeafd3/2020_12_assembly_documents.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScT9kv3-RU6kSQoP5GjjGACeXmLxqcRpSmQ7-OiKgd3XwAHRQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://genevalutheran.church/advent-daily-devotions/
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Online Bible Study – “Waiting” 
This November and December, there is an online Bible study on the topic of "waiting"—we will read 

several narratives of biblical characters waiting (for an answer, for a promise, for justice) and lay them 

alongside our own experiences. If you have not yet signed up and would like to join, please contact 

Andy Willis or the church office. 
 

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00 
For the past several months, a group has been meeting online for Centering Prayer on a daily basis. We 

are now shifting to once (or possibly twice) each week. For now, a group will meet every Thursday at 
12h00 via Zoom. Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012 
 

Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details 

about Centering Prayer here. 
 

Online Coffee Hour 
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one 
another, and all are welcome to participate. If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and 

would like to be added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch 

and we will gladly add you to the list. 

 

An Update from Our Treasurer 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
 

Greetings, we hope that you and your families are all doing well. As we go into the final month of the year (and get 

ready for the festive season), we wanted to give an update on our current financial situation. As of the 30 th of 

November, we have managed to raise the amount of 289,735CHF. This means that during the month of December, 

we will need to raise 32,633CHF in order to reach our targeted budget amount and fully fund our ministry for 

2020. This is a manageable goal, but we need your generous support to reach it. Please do remember the 

congregation in your year-end giving. We thank you for your continued and gracious giving throughout this 
challenging year. 
 

Thank you and God bless,  

Samuel Mungure, Treasurer 
 

 
Details for making a year-end gift can be found on our website: 

 

https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/
mailto:office@genevalutheran.ch
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

