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Welcome
Prelude
Opening Words
Up through the floor comes a hint of “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.”
In the neighbor’s apartment someone is practicing “Il est né,” slightly off-key.
A teenager plays “Silent Night” when parents are listening
and otherwise rips into “Jingle Bell Rock.”
The bells of the churches continue to ring, unsilenced.
Even in these shut down times we join the ancient writer:
I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever.
Alleluia!
Alleluia!
Alleluia Amen!
We wait to sing together as before,
but we do not let the music die as if Christ were born no more.
Even if we don't hear the cumulative roar, our voices soar with Mary’s Psalm,
and we rejoice.

Regine Kummer

Hymn

Canticle of the turning

Verse 1

Introduction to the Magnificat
The Magnificat

Luke 1:46b-55

My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed;
and holy is your name.
Antiphon

Psalm 89:1

We say together: I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever.
I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever.
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Hymn

Canticle of the turning

Verse 2

The Magnificat
You have mercy on those who fear you from generation to generation.
You have shown strength with your arm;
and scattered the proud in their conceit,
casting down the mighty from their thrones,
and lifting up the lowly;
You have filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
Antiphon

Psalm 89:1

We say together: I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever.
I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever.
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Hymn

Canticle of the turning

Verse 3

The Magnificat
You have come to the aid of your servant Israel,
to remember the promise of mercy,
the promise made to our forebears, to Abraham and his children forever.
Antiphon

Psalm 89:1

We say together: I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever.
I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever.
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Hymn

Canticle of the turning

Verse 4

Antiphon Psalm 89:1-2
I will sing of your steadfast love, O LORD, forever;
with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.
I declare that your steadfast love is established forever;
your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
Call to Prayer
Prayer
Our world is turning, God of all generations,
and we are spinning dizzy, trying to keep ourselves upright,
without much energy left to seek the day you bring.
When our spirits go silent, and the sound within is hollow,
fill us with the music that revives us, that leads us to a recognition of the great things you have done.
When we lose the voice that once sang of freedom and love,
draw us into your promise, into the community saying Yes to you.
Seed within us the sound of your heartbeat,
healing, by the insistent rhythm of your favor, what is broken.
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When we desire all the good things of the rich and send the hungry away empty,
turn us, and turn our world.
When we admire the mighty and ignore lifting up the lowly,
forgive us when the fires for justice no longer burn.
Restore in us the song of your coming, the blessing of your gifts, the spirit rejoicing in our Savior,
your Beloved, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Kyrie

Words of Assurance
Hymn of Praise

It came upon a midnight clear

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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verse 4

Gospel Acclamation

O come, O come, Emmanuel

Gospel Reading

Luke 1:26-38

The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 1.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’
Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’
The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her
who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I,
the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Gospel Acclamation

Sermon

Andy Willis

7

Hymn

My heart sings out with joyful praise

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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Gathering of Gifts

No wind at the window
Words, Iona Community. Columcille, Irish traditional arr. John Bell
Arranged for 2-part choir by Terry MacArthur. Violin, Benedict Prove
No wind at the window, no knock on the door;
no light from the lampstand, no foot on the floor;
no dream born of tiredness, no ghost raised by fear:
just an angel and a woman and a voice in her ear.
'Oh Mary, oh Mary, don't hide from my face.
Be glad that you're favored and filled with God's grace.
The time for redeeming the world has begun;
and you are requested to mother God's son.'
'This child must be born that the kingdom might come:
salvation for many, destruction for some;
both end and beginning, both message and sign;
both victor and victim, both yours and divine.
No payment was promised, no promises made;
no wedding was dated, no blueprint displayed.
Yet Mary, consenting to what none could guess, replied with conviction,

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Here we are, God of new beginnings,
remembering the great things you have done in our lives,
looking forward to what you will yet do.
Our souls magnify the Lord, and our spirits rejoice in God our Savior.
Here we are, your servants,
blessed by your presence,
called to lives worthwhile,
filled to overflowing, while giving ourselves away.
You have mercy on those who fear you from generation to generation.
Here we are, ready to sing your praise,
ready to hear the angels,
ready to receive the Spirit, warming our hearts
that we might follow the coming One, Jesus Christ,
your Beloved,
this day and unto all generations.
We will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever.
Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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Choir

Sending Forth

Romans 16:25-27

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages
but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles,
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith – to the only
wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever!
Benediction
Announcements

Closing Song

People look east

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
***
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Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Readers: Gillian Wolfe-Tsuchiya and Akira Tsuchiya
Prayers: Hiromi Yano
Singer: Rena Igarashi
Violin: Greg Wierzynski
Videography: Ray Woodcock
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation

Birthdays Cleon Rajkumar, Abigail Noko, Julia Seibel, Daniela Lopes.
This Week’s Schedule:*
Tuesday, 22 Dec.
Thursday, 24 Dec.
Friday, 25 Dec.
Sunday, 27 Dec.

12h00
19h00
17h00
11h00
12h15
11h00

Bible study
Bible study
Worship on Christmas Eve
Worship on Christmas Day
Coffee hour
Worship on the First Sunday of Christmas,
Rev. Dr. Sivin Kit preaching
12h15 Coffee hour

Office hours: Tuesday 9h00–17h00
*(all activities take place online, unless otherwise noted)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Daily Advent Devotions
In addition to our Sunday worship services, daily video devotionals are being produced to help us pray
through this season together. The devotions are led by various members of the community, and a new
video will be uploaded to view on our website each day:
https://genevalutheran.church/advent-daily-devotions/

Christmas Worship Services
Christmas worship services will be online-only this year and will take place at the following times:
24 December, Christmas Eve: 17h00
25 December, Christmas Day: 11h00
27 December, First Sunday of Christmas: 11h00
All services will be broadcast on our YouTube channel. In this year when our community is more
scattered than gathered, we continue to trust in the promise that Christ comes to us wherever we are.

Please Consider a Year-End Gift to the English-Speaking Congregation
Throughout this tumultuous year, members and friends of the congregation have been extremely
generous, providing consistent support for our ministry through 2020. We are now very close to
meeting our annual budget and fully funding our ministry for the year. As of last week, we are about
Chf 27,000 from our goal. Can you make a year-end gift to the congregation to help us reach it?
Thank you for your generous support throughout this year!
Details for making a year-end gift can be found on our website:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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Sign Up to Read Lessons or Lead Prayers in Worship
Would you be willing to read scripture lessons or lead the prayers of intercession for an upcoming livestreamed worship service? These portions of the service are typically led by members recording
themselves from home, and we are currently looking for volunteers for the months of January and
February. You can sign up using this form. Feel free to contact Elisabeth Benn or the church office with
any questions.

Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and
would like to be added to the list for future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch
and we will gladly add you to the list.

Online Centering Prayer Resumes in January
A group meets every Thursday at noon for Centering Prayer via Zoom. The group will pause its
meetings for the Christmas holiday and will resume again on 7 January.
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