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Welcome      
 

Prelude                                                 Voluntary on Thank you, Lord                Terry MacArthur                             
 

Opening Words  
 

Sowing generosity on grumpy ground, 

astounded that even with a virus all around us, love arises. 

Gratitude surprises us in the midst of the struggle and grief, 

a relief from the stony separations that we must endure, 

as we are assured, with each breath, of the Spirit's working, 

hearing the word of Christ, in the book we read, 

knowing God, both father and mother to us, heeds our despair,  

and looks out for us even when we don't succeed.   

The roots will grow, the flowers will bloom, 

we will soon be together, 

and in the meantime, we share thanksgivings contagious, 
outrageously praising the God, who is bound to make us whole. 
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Hymn                                                    Now thank we all our God 
 

 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

Call to Prayer   
 

Prayer 

God, caring for your people, 

bringing them out of the house of slavery, 
and leading them through great and terrible wildernesses, 

making rivers flow in the desert, 

giving them living water, 

feeding them with manna, 
 breaking for them us the bread of life, 

you have done us good. 

So we remember your mercy and give thanks. 
 

You wash us free of sin, 
able to serve you and others in your name. 

You turn us from compulsion and reluctance  

toward the cheerfulness that springs from an open heart. 

In you we find not only the seed of love,  
but the harvest of righteousness. 

Instill in us a great generosity  

overflowing with many thanksgivings. 
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Even when we are shut away, 
we are not shut off from you. 

You make the gateways of the morning and the evening  

shout for joy. 

You give us the deliverance that brings hope and drown in us what is wounded and destructive. 

We do not forget you. 

With the mountains and the valleys decked out in your glory, 

we shout and sing together for joy. 
 

Hymn of Praise                                           Tana ngakau marie 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.      

Let us pray. . . 
 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 8:7-18 
 

For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing streams, with springs 

and underground waters welling up in valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig 

trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land where you may eat bread without 

scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from whose hills you may 
mine copper.  You shall eat your fill and bless the LORD your God for the good land that he has 

given you.  Take care that you do not forget the LORD your God, by failing to keep his 

commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you today. 

When you have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in them, and when your herds and 
flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied, 

then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid 

wasteland with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint rock, and 

fed you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test 
you, and in the end to do you good.  Do not say to yourself, "My power and the might of my own 

hand have gotten me this wealth."  But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you 

power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is 

doing today. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 65 
 

Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion;  
and to you shall vows be performed, 

O you who answer prayer!  

To you all flesh shall come.  

When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us,  
you forgive our transgressions. 

Happy are those whom you choose and bring near to live in your courts.  

We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, your holy temple. 

By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance,  
O God of our salvation;  

you are the hope of all the ends of the earth  

and of the farthest seas. 
 

Introduction to Baghdad Women’s Association 
 

Psalm 65 continued 
 

By your strength you established the mountains;  
you are girded with might. 

You silence the roaring of the seas,  

the roaring of their waves, the tumult of the peoples. 

Those who live at earth's farthest bounds are awed by your signs;  

you make the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy. 

You visit the earth and water it,  

you greatly enrich it;  

the river of God is full of water;  

you provide the people with grain, for so you have prepared it. 

You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges,  

softening it with showers, and blessing its growth.  

You crown the year with your bounty;  

your wagon tracks overflow with richness. 

The pastures of the wilderness overflow,  

the hills gird themselves with joy, 

the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,  

the valleys deck themselves with grain, they shout and sing together for joy. 
 

Epistle Reading  2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
  

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully.  Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to provide you 
with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share 

abundantly in every good work.  As it is written, "He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his 

righteousness endures forever."  He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply 

and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.  You will be 
enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through 

us; for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with 

many thanksgivings to God.  Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience 

to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with them and with all 

others, while they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has 
given you.  Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia 

  
 

Gospel Reading                       Luke 17:11-19 
   

The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 17. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee.  As he 

entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, "Jesus, 

Master, have mercy on us!"  When he saw them, he said to them, "Go and show yourselves to the 

priests." And as they went, they were made clean.  Then one of them, when he saw that he was 

healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice.  He prostrated himself at Jesus' feet and 
thanked him. And he was a Samaritan.  Then Jesus asked, "Were not ten made clean? But the other 

nine, where are they?  Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this 

foreigner?"  Then he said to him, "Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Alleluia 

Sermon  Andy Willis 

Hymn                                            The grain is ripe:  the harvest comes 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father 

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Introduction to Association des femmes migrantes à Genève 
 

Response                                                             God weeps 
 

 
 

Prayer  
 

God, weeping, bleeding, crying out, waiting, 

God, saving, healing, speaking, giving hope, 

we thank you for those in Geneva, who are caring for the distressed, 

for the attempts to give options to those who feel trapped  
and provide a connection with caring alongside hands that lend aid. 

God, bring your deliverance. 
 

We thank you  

for those taking the risk to support women in the ancient area of Nineveh, 

for the patient work that gives space in which bruises can mend and brokenness tell its story, 

for those who day after day struggle to change cultural norms that leave women without rights. 
God, bring your deliverance. Amen. 

 

The Passing of the Peace      
                                 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Gathering of Gifts                                   
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Blessing the Gifts 
 

We thank you that you change the way we love,  

the way we win,  
the way we care,  

so that your will is done and the downtrodden set free.    

We thank you for your Beloved, Jesus Christ,  

who understands us, even when we fail to understand him, 

and for your Spirit 

that keeps on melting stony hearts so they can hold the needs of others.    
 

We thank you for life, 

blessed in the sowing, 

blessed in the reaping, 

blessed in the giving, 

blessed in the loving through Jesus Christ.  Amen.     
 

The Lord's Prayer  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.   

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Announcements    
 

Closing Song                                                   Nothing is lost 

                                        
                                        

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service: 

Reader: Grete Willis Prayers: Philippa Bowen & Peter Prove 

 Videography: Ray Woodcock Flowers: Marian Frerichs 

Singers: Rena Igarashi, Koko Taylor, Terry MacArthur, Andy Willis 

  

Birthdays Marian Frerichs, Ewan Kit, Kerstin Kollander, Jackson Sempele, Helena Morais,  

Theodore Gore. 

 
This Week’s Schedule: 
 

 

Thursday, 12 Nov.  12h00 Centering Prayer (online) 

Sunday, 15 Nov. 10h00 Church school (online) 
    11h00 Worship on Pentecost 24 
     (in-person and livestream) 
    12h15 Coffee hour (online) 
 

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Make Your Contributions to Our Harvest Projects – Today through 15 November 
This year we are raising funds for two organizations—Association des femmes migrantes à Genève, 

and the Baghdad Women’s Association (in partnership with LWF World Service). Both are providing 

care and live-saving support for victims of gender-based violence, which is very much on the rise during 
the pandemic. More information on the two organizations is below. 

  

Our goal is to raise Chf 5,000 for each organization (Chf 10,000 in total). To make a contribution to 

these organizations, simply make an electronic bank transfer to the church’s account (either 

PostFinance or Credit Suisse); be sure to note “Harvest contribution” as part of the transfer. Donations 
are being accepted from now through Sunday, 15 November. You can find the church’s account 

information at:  

https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 

 
Association des femmes migrantes à Genève 

The Association des femmes migrantes à Genève 

(ADEMAG) is a grassroots organization in Geneva, 

focused on providing support to victims of domestic 

violence, particularly migrant women. Many of these 
women live in precarious situations, with limited ability to 

communicate in French and limited information about 

their rights in Switzerland. Members of ADEMAG 

respond to emergency calls, offer nonjudgmental listening, 

and help to connect victims with local services and 
institutions that can offer assistance, as well as 

opportunities to network and find support. The 

organization is currently working on a new project to 

produce educational videos in 14 languages. The videos are intended to help women recognize sexual 
and domestic violence and connect to local resources that can help them leave abusive relationships. 

 

https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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Baghdad Women’s Association (in partnership with LWF) 

The Baghdad Women’s Association (BWA) is a local 

organization in Iraq, providing services and care to 

women in various regions of the country. Since 2018, the 

LWF has worked in partnership with the BWA, focusing 
on prevention and response to gender based-violence and 

gender discriminatory practices and attitudes in society. 

With support from LWF and other partners, BWA 

provides psychosocial and legal advice to survivors of 

gender-based violence, both women and girls, through 
counselling centers in Baghdad, Nineveh and Dohuk 

Governorates. 
 

Our congregation’s support will be used to provide psychosocial counseling, legal representation, 
health services, and training for women in the Nineveh plains region. 

 
Online Bible Study – “Waiting” 
This November and December, the English-Speaking Congregation is offering an online Bible study on 
the topic of "waiting"--we'll read several narratives of biblical characters waiting (for an answer, for a 

promise, for justice) and lay them alongside our own experiences. Groups will meet at different times to 

accommodate different schedules.  
 

Please use this online form to indicate your interest and the time/s that might work for you. Meetings 
will take place on ZOOM. Contact Andy Willis with any questions. 
 

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00 
For the past several months, a group has been meeting online for Centering Prayer on a daily basis. We 

are now shifting to once (or possibly twice) each week. For now, a group will meet every Thursday at 
12h00 via Zoom. Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012 
 

Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details 

about Centering Prayer here. 
 

Online Coffee Hour 
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one 

another, and all are welcome to participate. In order to keep the space secure, we can’t widely share a 

Zoom link, so we are keeping a list of people who would like to receive links to upcoming online coffee 

hours. 

• If you have already joined one of these online coffee hours, you don’t need to do anything more; we 

will automatically add your email address to the list. 

• If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be added to the list for 

future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you 
to the list. 

 

Thank You for Your Generosity 
While the shape of our congregation’s ministry has changed in many ways over the past months, here 

are two things that have remained constant: your generosity and its importance. Members and friends 
of the community have continued to support the congregation through online giving, and this support is 

enabling us to continue our ministry of worship, service, and sharing God’s love at this crucial time. 

Keep it up! Please give as you are able this season. Details are on our website: 

https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 
 

** Please note that the deadline has passed for submitting USD checks in 2020. Any USD checks submitted now 

might not be processed in time for 2020 tax purposes. ** 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePzwzACgDi3mI_Uvgm7WU202fO2yEv_o-ZhamZtUB2Yd-Fqg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/
mailto:office@genevalutheran.ch
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

